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Library Bill of Rights
The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information 
and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services.

 I.  Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, 
information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library 
serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, 
or views of those contributing to their creation.

 II.  Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of 
view on current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or 
removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

 III.  Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their 
responsibility to provide information and enlightenment.

 IV.  Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with 
resisting abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.

 V.  A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of 
origin, age, background, or views.

 VI.  Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the 
public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, 
regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting 
their use.

 
Adopted June 18, 1948, by the ALA Council; amended February 2, 1961; January 23, 1980; inclusion of “age” reaffirmed 
January 23, 1996.
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Introduction

A 
school library media coordinator in the state department of 

education offers support services to elementary, middle, and high 

school library media specialists in all the school districts in the 

state. Though there are six or seven urban school districts that 

have their own school library media coordinators, most of the state’s school 

districts are small and cannot afford support staff to guide their library media 

specialists in dealing with day-to-day issues. The state’s population is quite 

varied: There are a number of well-established and conservative communities

Real Issues Facing School Library Media Professionals



xii InTRodUCTIon

and other more progressive and liberal cities and towns. Some areas are highly indus-
trialized; others are quite rural. Politicians and business leaders are proposing incen-
tives to attract new industry to the state, but at the heart of the matter is the quality 
of public education. Business and industry are not interested in coming to the state 
unless schools guarantee a rigorous curriculum and high graduation rates. This is a 
promise the state can make in the  more urban areas, but the rural school districts 
don’t have a large tax base and are very deficient in school rankings. Nevertheless, a 
few new industries have relocated to the state, causing such overcrowded school con-
ditions in some districts that students cannot possibly reach the level of achievement 
that is expected.

In recent years, a large number of Hispanic children have enrolled in the schools, 
requiring school districts to develop classes for English Language Learners (ELL) to 
better serve this non-English-speaking population. While districts are committed to 
these children, they are finding it difficult to communicate with their families when 
very little English is spoken. At the same time, the state is proud of its diversity and 
offers festivals and celebrations to promote harmony across the state.

Recent growth trends and a concerted effort to improve education for all students 
have presented some controversies related to libraries. There are parents of gifted chil-
dren who complain that their children aren’t provided enough higher level materials, 
and others object to materials that are beyond the maturity level of their children. 
Parents and teachers of students with special needs feel that current school library ser-
vices don’t meet the educational requirements of their children. There are challenges 
to novels used in the classroom, questions related to computerized reading programs, 
and issues related to restricted shelves, reserved materials, interlibrary loan, and circu-
lation policies that place economic barriers on many users.
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In the past year, there have been questions about labeling students and materials, 
privacy, Internet use, e-mail accounts, and social networking. All of these issues reflect 
concerns about library media center access and services to students throughout the 
state, regardless of how large or small the school or school district.

The state library media coordinator deals with these complaints and offers guid-
ance to school district media coordinators, individual media specialists, principals, 
and in some cases, school boards. She is the only state library media coordinator and 
feels overwhelmed by the magnitude of her job. How can she serve the needs of every-
one and remain an effective leader? What can she do to encourage each school district 
to understand the broader issues of school library media services and apply them to 
their specific needs?

All curriculum and special services coordinators in the state are asked to set goals 
at the beginning of each school year. The state library media coordinator decides that 
her primary goal will be to promote the principles of intellectual freedom. Her plan 
is to offer a series of professional development workshops for library media specialists 
that deal with the day-to-day issues related to the challenges they face in their schools. 
The first workshop focuses on materials selection, developing and using selection policies, 
and the role of the school library media professional in promoting the principles of intel-
lectual freedom in their schools. Subsequent workshops will deal with issues of access, 
labeling, privacy, Internet access, and programming issues that challenge the principles of 
intellectual freedom. She thinks that the best way to address the very real issues that 
school library media specialists experience is to ask the workshop participants to send 
specific scenarios to her. In this way, she is prepared and armed with suggestions for 
dealing with their special needs.
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The state library media coordinator feels that school library media specialists 
will gain more from professional workshops if they are aware of support documents 
offered by the American Library Association, such as the Library Bill of Rights. 
In addition to reading the basic tenets of this document, she also requests that all 
participants read the following statement from the Intellectual Freedom Manual 
(ALA, 7th edition):

Intellectual freedom can exist only where two essential conditions are met: first, that all 
individuals have the right to hold any belief on any subject and to convey their ideas in 
any form they deem appropriate; and second, that society makes an equal commitment to 
the right of unrestricted access to information and ideas regardless of the communication 
medium used, the content of the work, and the viewpoints of both the author and receiver 
of information. Freedom to express oneself through a chosen mode of communication, 
including the Internet, becomes virtually meaningless if access to that information is not 
protected. Intellectual freedom implies a circle, and that circle is broken if either freedom 
of expression or access to ideas is stifled.
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