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How to Read a Poem Aloud
by April Halprin Wayland

To begin,
tell the poet’s name
and the title

to your friend.

Savor every word—
let
each

line

shine.

Then—

read it one more time.

Now, take a breath—
and sigh.

Then think about the poet,

at her desk,

late at night,

picking up her pen to write—

and why.

Copyright © 2012 by April Halprin Wayland.

Used with permission of the author, who controls all rights.
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Why Make Poetry a Priority?

We have no borders when we read.

—Naomi Shihab Nye, poet

RECENTLY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO EDIT A JOURNAL (BOOKBIRD)
focused on children’s poetry around the world. We included articles that
explored the genre in South Korea, Slovenia, Greece, Slovakia, Roma-
nia, France, and beyond. One writer discussed images of Africa as they
appeared in Slovenian poetry for young people. Another examined Korean
picture books featuring traditional songs, labor songs, children’s songs,
and classic and contemporary poems, and how diverse cultural and linguistic
aspects of Korea were revealed. Two major movements in poetry for children
in Greece were discussed, with a special focus on poetic themes, forms, and
types. Another writer studied the Slovak movement of “nonsense poetry” for
children, with a particular focus on the changing historical and political con-
text, and another explored the links between surrealism and the remembrance of
childhood. French publisher Alain Serres (Rue du Monde) discussed his goal of
sharing poetry from around the world with children of all ages, and the Dutch-
based Poem Express, an international poem poster competition for children, was
highlighted. The U.S. poet Helen Frost wrote about her experiences as a visiting
author in two schools—in Fort Wayne, Indiana, in the United States, and on the
Isle of Barra in Scotland—and how students connect with one another through

her novel in poems, 7he Braid.

(1)
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We also featured reviews of global nursery rhymes collected in New Zealand,
railroad songs from Canada, poems about the days of the week and months of
the year in French, lighthearted German poems by Jiirg Schubiger, poems about
childhood games and toys of Nicaragua by Oscar Corea, an anniversary collec-
tion of poems by Sasa Vegri of Slovenia, and the innovative poems of Spanish
poet Juan Carlos Martin. Full-text poems by award winners Shuntaro Tanikawa
and Tone Pavcek were showcased, as was the Arche Kalender from Germany,
which highlights a children’s poem each week of the year in multiple languages.
Isn't it fascinating and inspiring to consider how poetry for young people is val-
ued in cultures around the world?

And if you just look around you, you may be surprised at the poetry you'll
find right here, too. For example, I encountered the following examples of poetry

and poetic language all in a single day:

I heard a wedding toast (in rhyme) on a morning TV show.

I found a penny on the ground and spontaneously recited the rhyme “see a
penny, pick it up, all day long, you'll have good luck” and remembered
the teen version that I have seen on a T-shirt and always makes me
laugh: “see a penny, pick it up, all day long, you'll have . . . a penny.”

I listened to music on the car radio (with rhyming lyrics).

I reviewed a biography of Ben Franklin that ended with one of his prov-
erbs told in rhyme.

I scanned a magazine in a doctor’s waiting room and found an ad that
used rhyme (“the potion’s in the lotion”).

I stumbled upon the middle of a movie on cable television, Desk Set,
in which Katharine Hepburn’s character spouts multiple stanzas of
several classic poems.

On an electronic discussion list I read a posting about a friend who had a

loved one in hospice care who wanted to hear poetry read aloud.

As we stop and think about the language we encounter in our everyday lives,
it is interesting to observe how often that language takes poetic form. It may not
always be in the form of a published poem on a piece of paper, but the presence

of poetry is interwoven throughout our lives and around the world.
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WHY MAKE POETRY A PRIORITY? /3

Life without Poetry
To approach things from another angle, the gadfly poet Charles Bernstein shared

this opinion about poetry’s place in society:

As an alternative to National Poetry Month, I propose that we have an
International Anti-Poetry [M]onth. As part of the activities, all verse
in public places will be covered over—from the Statue of Liberty to
the friezes on many of our government buildings. . . . Parents will be
asked not to read Mother Goose and other rimes to their children but
only . . . fiction. Religious institutions will have to forgo reading verse
passages from the liturgy and only prose translations of the Bible will be
recited, with hymns strictly banned. . . . Poetry readings will be replaced
by self-help lectures. Love letters will have to be written only in expos-
itory paragraphs. . . . No vocal music will be played on the radio or
sung in the concert halls. Children will have to stop playing all slapping
and counting and singing games and stick to board games and football.
(www.press.uchicago.edu/Misc/Chicago/044106.html)

An interesting prospect . . . Clearly, the world would be far less interesting if

poetry were absent!

What Does Poetry Do?

Poetry is all around us. Published poetry and classic poetry are more present
than you might think—and informal verses and rhyming language are so ubiq-
uitous that we take them for granted. We have experienced a renaissance in
poetry publishing in recent years, with greater general interest in poets, poetry
books, poetry jams and slams, poetry websites, National Poetry Month, and the
like. Why? What does poetry do for us? In her essay “Spiral Staircase,” the poet
Naomi Shihab Nye wrote, “Poetry wasn’t trying to get us to Do anything, it was
simply inviting us to THINK, and FEEL, and sEe” (2005, 253). Booth and Moore
put it this way:

Like film makers or photographers, poets manipulate our ears and eyes

at the same time, using close-ups, long shots, slow motion, fast forward,
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and soft focus; they juxtapose sound and image to make new meanings;
they weave in subplots and overlap scenes; and they do it at lightning

speed, in a few lines, in one word. (2003, 12)
First Lady Michelle Obama, an avid poetry lover, reminds us:

Think about how you feel when you read a poem that really speaks to
you, one that perfectly expresses what you're thinking and feeling. When
you read that, you feel understood, right? I know I do. You feel less alone.
I know I do. You realize despite all our differences, there are so many
human experiences and emotions that we share. . . . And even if you don’t
grow up to be a professional poet, I promise that what you learn through
reading and writing poetry will stay with you throughout your life.
(www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/05/11/remarks-first-lady
-poetry-student-workshop)

Through the ages, great minds have hypothesized where the power of poetry
lies. The words? The sounds of words? The structure and shape? Meaning? Emo-
tion? Effect? The philosopher Plato wrote, “Poets utter great and wise things
which they do not themselves understand.” The poet Robert Frost noted, “Poetry

is the renewal of words forever and ever. Poetry is that by which we live forever

PRACTITIONER PERSPECTIVE

Although my first experiences with poetry were positive, I often felt inept in high
school and college as we were forced to dissect, analyze, and memorize poems.
Invariably, my analyses were different from those of my teachers or professors. While
some instructors were flexible and open to discussion, others were dogmatic and
thought that what was written in the teachers guide was the only correct response.
My own negative experiences with inflexible teachers have caused me to be open to
all responses from students. They often think in new and creative ways that open
new vistas for me.

Hilary Haygood, librarian
San Andres Elementary School, Andrews, Texas
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WHY MAKE POETRY A PRIORITY? /5

and ever unjaded. Poetry is that by which the world is never old.” Years later, at
the dedication of a library named for Robert Frost at Amherst College, President
John E. Kennedy said:

When power leads man towards arrogance, poetry reminds him of his
limitations. When power narrows the areas of man’s concern, poetry
reminds him of the richness and diversity of his existence. When power
corrupts, poetry cleanses. For art establishes the basic human truth
which must serve as the touchstone of our judgment. (www.arts.gov/

about/Kennedy.html)

Whatever the reasons, our human capacity for language has long manifested

itself in poetic expression.

POET PROFIL

Why I Write Poetry: A Really Good Poem Can Reach
Kids in Wondrous and Unexpected Ways

BY JOYCE SIDMAN

eople often ask me—in a slightly mystified tone of voice—why I write
poetry. I know what they’re thinking: poetry is a bit outside the main-
stream; many readers don’t seek it out, and some avoid it. So why
deliberately choose it?

In some ways, I think poetry chose me. I've loved it right from childhood,
drawn to those tiny sculptures of words on the page. The words themselves
enchant me: so vivid, so concise, so rich and full of allusion. I love the music in
them—so satisfying to the ear. I love the way a really good poem explodes inside
of me, taking the “top of my head off,” as Emily Dickinson so famously wrote.
There’s great power in poetry, and great mystery. It’s not easily pinned down,
and its allure is difficult to explain. Why do I embrace it? And why do I believe
it is absolutely essential for children? Allow me the old Zen trick of answering

questions with stories.
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Story No. 1: Capturing the Moment

My husband and I have been hiking all morning in the fall sunshine. We reach
a beautiful open field, where we decide to eat lunch (hurrah!). Lake Superior
glitters in the distance. Bright scarlet sumac leaves dot the undulating grass.

Overhead, an aspen gleams yellow against a blindingly blue sky. Heaven. As
we drowse in the sunlight, a single raven soars over the field. I've just been study-
ing ravens, and I was hoping to see one on this trip! It spots us, does a flip in
the air, warbles, burbles, rasps, and carries on a comical conversation with itself
before disappearing.

For me, this is a moment of pure happiness. One that will stick in my brain
... until, eventually, it’s relegated to the trash heap of all my memories. Unless
I write a poem about it, which I immediately start to do in my head. Poetry can
capture a moment—its sights, sounds, smells, feelings—so vividly, it’s like you're
back inside it. “Think you'll always remember what it’s like to be ten years old?”
I ask students in schools I visit. “You won’t. Write a poem about your life right

now, and you will have it forever.”

Story No. 2: Everything Is Connected

I'm walking with my six-year-old nephew along a sunny beach. We dance in and
out of the waves. The tide has strewn shells across the sand, and he pounces on
them, one after the other. “Look!” he cries out. “This shell’s like a hat!” He holds
it triumphantly. “And this one looks like a fish! And this one’s a hammer!” He
dashes about, consumed by his discovery both of the individuality of each shell
and of its link to something else in his life. Using his eyes and imagination, he’s
making sense of what he sees—and taking delight in it. This power, which we
call metaphor, is at the heart of poetry.

Aristotle said that “ordinary words convey only what we know already; it is
from metaphor that we can best get hold of something fresh.” Comparing one
thing to another—“fear is a spider web in the heart,” as one of my students once
wrote—creates a new and flexible understanding of both things. Children are
natural metaphor makers, but research has shown that they lose this capacity as
they grow older, probably from learning more linear ways of thinking. Poetry—
both the reading and the writing of it—creates links back to that more imagi-
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WHY MAKE POETRY A PRIORITY? /7

native, explosive, creative way of thinking. The whole world is connected, says
Poetry. It’s up to you to figure out how.

And so, why do I write poetry? For the chance to feel connected to everything
around me. For the chance to capture a moment of joy. For the chance to ease
the heart. And why do I encourage children to write poetry? To watch them take
a crisp, clean dive into the mysteries that confront them every day, find what

glitters beneath the surface, and emerge triumphant. Try it. You'll see.

Excerpted from “Why I Write Poetry: A Really Good Poem Can Reach Kids in
Wondrous and Unexpected Ways,” by Joyce Sidman. School Library Journal,
April 1, 2012. Used with permission.

This Book

by Joyce Sidman

Small. Square.
Opens, shuts;

this eye

with cardboard lids.
This tree

of milk-white leaves.
This stack of wings.
This trick window.

This escape route,
travel-pouch,

dream-pillow.

This treasure.
Open it.

From Joyce Sidman’s website:

www.joycesidman.com/bookmark.html. Used with permission.
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You will also find this poem formatted as a bookmark on Sid-
man’s website. Make a list of the metaphors for ook that are found in this poem,
such as eye, tree, stack of wings, window, escape route, travel-pouch, and dream-
pillow. Then brainstorm a new list of words or phrases that could describe a book
and create a group-made poem variation on her theme using some of those new

words and phrases. Create a bookmark out of the children’s new poem, too.

Reclaiming Poetry

What is it about life’s big and little moments that calls for a poem? At weddings.
At funerals. On greeting cards. In church. On the radio. At moments of great
happiness or deep sadness. At beginnings and endings. Cullinan, Scala, and
Schroder remind us that “poetry is a shorthand for beauty; its words can cause us
to tremble, to shout for joy, to weep, to dance, to shudder or to laugh out loud”
(1995, 4). Poet Emily Dickinson wrote, “If I feel physically as if the top of my
head were taken off, I know that is poetry.” And actress Helena Bonham Carter,
who served as a narrator for the first poetry app for children, iF Poems, observed:

There is little that is as deeply satisfying as the apt poem. I¢’s like choc-
olate for the soul. Except less fattening. It resolves the nervous system,
captures the elusive experience of being alive so we may always have it
and never lose it. Give your child an appetite for poems and they will
never be bored . . . with poems in your pocket, you'll be armed with
beauty and food for the soul and you will never be lonely. (htep://ifpo-

ems.com/#iF+Poems+App)

Professor and author Charlotte Huck wrote, “Fine poetry is the distillation
of experience that captures the essence of an object, feeling, or thought” (2003,
359). Poetry is brief and full of interesting language, but it is the capture of
emotion or experience in a nutshell that gives poetry its power. And amazingly,
poetry does this in fewer words than any other genre. And unlike with other
genres, we often return to the same poems over and over and over again. We can
cherish one poem throughout a lifetime, gaining new meaning from it as life
experiences color our perceptions and understanding. Research commissioned
through the Poetry Foundation noted that most poetry readers (80 percent) first
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encounter poetry as children, at home or in school; 77 percent of all readers were
read nursery rhymes as children; 45 percent of current poetry readers also had
other forms of poetry read to them as children.

If this is so, why is there often such a disconnect when the topic of poetry
comes up in our work life? Even the word poetry puts off many adults. It reminds
them of forced memorization, searching for hidden symbolism, or counting
meter for iambic pentameter. So many adults have had negative experiences that
keep them from sharing poetry with children. Children then grow into a similar
dislike or apathy for poetry. Maybe we need to remodel our poetry memories.
Sara Holbrook in her book Practical Poetry (2005) writes:

I believe in functional poetry. Much like functional pottery, this is poetry
that holds water. It makes sense to keep it around. It does something for
us. Makes a connection. It doesn't just sit there on the shelf and look mys-
terious. Art for art’s sake is a silly philosophy that relegates us to that room
down the hall in which we run the risk of losing our connection to the
real world. I would argue that art is for the sake of everyone. Art, poetry

included, should be an intramural event, not simply a spectator sport. (xvi)

If we think about poetry in this way, we may begin to see both the beauty and
the utility in this form of literature. We can reclaim poetry as something new.

The Value of Poetry for Children

Why make poetry a priority when our shelves are full of many choices and our
days are full with many tasks? Scholar Lissa Paul makes a case for the impor-
tance of children’s poetry, from traditional verse to more literary poetry, in her
introduction to “Verse” in the seminal work 7he Norton Anthology of Children’s
Literature: The Traditions in English. She reminds us that “the history of poetry
written for children begins in oral tradition” (Zipes et al. 2005, 1132) and
includes lullabies, baby songs, nursery verse, riddles and wordplay, playground
verse, nonsense, and standard poetry collections. It is a rich tradition that has
stood the test of time and has nurtured us from the cradle onward. It is also a
shared experience that brings adults and children together by virtue of its oral
dimension. Poetry for children begs to be heard, to be shared out loud, to be

talked about. It is a social connection as well as a language experience.
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PRACTITIONER PERSPECTIVE

One thing I did with my first-grade classes this year was a big hit. I shared a different
Douglas Florian poetry book with each class that came in and then let their teachers
check them out to keep in the room for everyone to have a chance with the book. This
was very popular. Now, a few months later, first graders are still my most frequent
poetry customers.

Diana Ellis, elementary school librarian
Frisco, Texas

POET PROFILE

Exploring the Self
BY PAT MORA

pportunities prompt creativity. I grumbled when I was a student

and had to write essays, poems, or book reports; but when I fin-

ished, I had written what would probably never otherwise have

arrived on the page. I'm grateful to my friend Sylvia Vardell for
inviting me to write about sharing poetry aloud. I like Sylvia so much that I told
her that even if I had no writing implements and had to carve the poem with a
stick or rock, I'd be happy to try.

Poems incubate. I knew I had this “assignment” and wanted to write a poem
that might be useful for teachers and librarians working to excite students about
presenting poems, theirs or poems written by others. When I was in elementary
school in El Paso, Texas, we memorized many poems, but we really didn’t expe-
rience the pleasure of investing ourselves in sharing them. In high school and
college, I competed in oral interpretation. I'd prepare poems I liked to share with
an audience. I never thought about sharing my own poems.

In New York recently, accompanied by Sylvia’s request, I just let the possibil-
ities simmer. I love museums and folk art, so I returned to the American Folk
Art Museum, where I discovered Self and Subject, self-portraits by folk artists.
“Hmmm,” I thought as I strolled. “Animal self-portraits by children.” The tradi-
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Bibliography of Children’s Poetry Books

A comprehensive list of all the poetry books cited in the text (and suggested
pairings of fiction and nonfiction books), as well as additional recommended

books of poetry for young readers.

Abeel, Samantha. 1993. Reach for the Moon. Duluth, MN: Pfeifer-Hamilton.
Ada, Alma Flor. 1997. Gathering the Sun. New York: Lothrop, Lee, and Shepard.

Ada, Alma Flor, and Isabel Campoy, eds. 2003. ;Pio peep! Traditional Spanish Nursery
Rhymes. New York: HarperCollins.

. 2011. Ten Little Puppies / Diez perritos. New York: Rayo/HarperCollins.

Adedjouma, D. 1996. The Palm of My Heart: Poetry by African American Children.
New York: Lee and Low.

Adoff, Arnold, ed. 1968. I Am the Darker Brother: An Anthology of Modern Poems
by Negro Americans. New York: Macmillan.

———1973. Black Is Brown Is Tan. New York: Harper and Row.

———, ed. 1974/1994. My Black Me: A Beginning Book of Black Poetry. New York:
Dutton.

———1982. All the Colors of the Race. New York: Lothrop, Lee, and Shepard.
———— 1986. Sports Pages. New York: HarperCollins.
——— 1991. In for Winter, Out for Spring. San Diego: Harcourt Brace.

(229)
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. 1995. Streer Music: City Poems. New York: HarperCollins.

. 1997. Love Letters. New York: Scholastic.

. 2000. Touch the Poem. New York: Blue Sky.

———— 2011. Roots and Blues: A Celebration. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

Adoff, Jaime. 2008. 7he Death of Jayson Porter. New York: Jump at the Sun/
Hyperion Books for Children.

Agard, John, and Grace Nichols, eds. 1994. A Caribbean Dozen: Poems from Carib-
bean Poets. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick.

. 1995. No Hickory, No Dickory, No Dock: Caribbean Nursery Rhymes. Cam-
bridge, MA: Candlewick.

Akaza, Norihisa. 1994. Smell of the Rain, Voices of the Stars. Orlando, FL: Harcourt

Brace.

Alarcén, Francisco X. 1997. Laughing Tomatoes and Other Spring Poems / Jitomates
risuerios y otros poemas de primavera. San Francisco: Children’s Book Press.

————1998. From the Bellybutton of the Moon and Other Summer Poems / Del
ombligo de la luna y otros poemas de verano. San Francisco: Children’s
Book Press.

————1999. Angels Ride Bikes and Other Fall Poems / Los dngeles andan en bici-
cleta y otros poemas de otorio. San Francisco: Children’s Book Press.

———— 2001. Iguanas in the Snow and Other Winter Poems / Iguanas en la nieve y
otros poemas de invierno. San Francisco: Children’s Book Press.

————2005. Poems to Dream Together | Poemas para soniar juntos. New York: Lee
and Low.

———— 2008. Animal Poems of the Iguazii / Animalario del Iguazsi. San Francisco:
Children’s Book Press.

Amon, Aline. 1981. 7he Earth Is Sore: Native Americans on Nature. New York:
Atheneum.

Andrews, Julie, and Emma Walton Hamilton, eds. 2009. Julie Andrews” Collection
of Poems, Songs, and Lullabies. ustrated by James McMullan. New York:
Little, Brown.

Angelou, Maya. 1993. Life Doesn’t Frighten Me. New York: Stewart, Tabori, and
Chang,

Anbholt, Catherine, and Laurence Anholt. 1998. Big Book of Families. Cambridge,
MA: Candlewick.

Appelt, Kathi. 2002. Poems from Homeroom: A Writer’s Place to Start. New York:
Henry Holt.
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. 2004. My Fathers Summers: A Daughter's Memoirs. New York: Henry Holt.

Arbuthnot, May Hill. 1961. The Arbuthnot Anthology of Children’s Literature:
Single-Volume Edition of Time for Poetry, Time for Fairy Tales, and Time for
True Tales. Chicago: Scott Foresman.

Argueta, Jorge. 2009. Sopa de frijoles / Bean Soup. lllustrated by Rafael Yockteng.
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with art, 195-197
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follow-ups, 80-81
with magnetic poetry, 197-198
with music, 194-195
scavenger hunt, 106-107
treasure hunt, 106-107
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189
See also class exercises; writing
Ada, Alma Flor, 36, 89, 174
Adoff, Arnold, 24, 28, 33, 34, 41
Adoft, Jaime, 119, 223, 227
African American poetry, 34-35, 112, 227
Agard, John, 228
Agee, Jon, 223
Alarcén, Francisco X., 36, 41-42, 227
Alexander, Cecil Frances, 30
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alternative media, 118-121
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Appelt, Kathi, 42, 212
apps, 91-92
Argueta, Jorge, 185, 223, 227
art activities, 195-197
Asch, Frank, 159
Ashman, Linda, 223
Asian-Pacific American poetry, 38-39
Atkins, Jeannine, 223
Audible.com, 98
audio poetry, 97-98, 118, 173
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Lee Bennett Hopkins Award for
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Bagert, Brod, 42-43, 137, 146, 148-149,
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Bartoletti, Susan Campbell, 132
Barton, Bob, 204
Bauer, Caroline Feller, 118, 151, 174
Begay, Shonto, 227
Bernier-Grand, Carmen T., 36, 223, 227
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Bevan, Clare, 130
Bewley, S. Zulema Silva, 15
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library poems, 115
mathematics poetry, 141
paired classic and contemporary
poems, 130
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paired poems and nonfiction, 132
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poetry with commentary by poets, 203
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songs as poetry, 195
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verse novels, 87
writing resources, 204, 212
Bierhorst, John, 39
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biopoems, 205, 206-207
birthdays of poets, 110-111

Black, Bruce, 127
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Blackaby, Susan, 28

Blake, Nicki, 42

Blake, William, 130, 199

blogs, 29, 126-127

Blume, Judy, 128

body language, use of, 148-149

Bolden, Kelly, 31

book trailers, 119-121

booklists. See bibliographies
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Booth, David, 3—4, 180, 182, 204

Bouchard, David, 27

Brenner, Barbara, 74, 140, 197

Brockett, Rhonda, 182

Brooks, Gwendolyn, 30, 124, 227
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Bruchac, Joseph, 33, 39, 43, 195, 227

Bryan, Ashley, 27, 88, 173, 195, 227
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Campoy, Isabel, 36, 89
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canon readings, 153, 163, 166
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Carroll, Lewis, 30
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Carter, James, 224, 228
CDs, poetry on, 97-98, 118, 173
celebrations of poetry, 109-113
Chaltas, Thalia, 224
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Chatton, Barbara, 135, 141, 147, 156, 174
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love of poetry in, 17, 30, 125
poetry preferences of, 98-99
poetry written by, 90-91, 189-190,
201-214
questions for, 180-183
shy children, 150-152
Children’s Literature Web Guide, 213
Children’s Poet Laureate, 22, 48, 50, 53
choral reading, 150, 157-159, 163-166,
211
Christensen, Bonnie, 66
Ciardi, John, 24, 43, 58, 75, 156
cinquains, 205
Clark, Sherryl, 224
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on “April Ala Carte” (Grimes), 135
on “Blue Bucket” (Nye), 201
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on “Coin Drive” (Wong), 65
on “For Me” (Singer), 84
on “If the Moon” (Prelutsky), 55
on “The Perfect Word” (Harrison),
191-192
on “A Pioneer Heart” (Bagert), 171
on “A Poem Can Sing” (Florian), 79
on “Sky” (Hopkins), 125
on “This Book” (Sidman), 7
on “Who’s Inside?” (Mora), 13
classic poetry, 29-32, 129-131
Claudia Lewis Award, 27-28
Clifton, Lucille, 114, 227
Clinton, Catherine, 28, 74, 203
collections. See anthologies
Collier, Jean, 160
Collins, Billy, 95, 119, 147
Collom, Jack, 117, 204
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Common Core standards, 137
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concrete poems, 84—85, 196, 205
contemporary poetry, 99, 129-130, 196
Coombs, Kate, 26, 140
Cooper, Floyd, 66
copyright issues, 116
Corcoran, Jill, 224
Creech, Sharon, 28, 86-87, 211
Crew, Gary, 91, 211
Crisler, Curtis, 227

Cirist-Evans, Craig, 25

Cullen, Countee, 227

Cullinan, Bernice, 8, 24, 73, 135, 148, 203
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mathematics, 140-141
reading and language arts, 136-137
science, 139—-140
social studies, 138—139

Curtis, Christopher Paul, 128
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D
Dakos, Kalli, 43—-44, 58, 115, 137, 158,
193

databases, 93-94

Deem, James M., 132

Delacre, Lulu, 88, 195, 227

Denton, Graham, 228

diamante poems, 205
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digital book trailers, 119-121
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discussions about poetry
fostering in children, 183-188
in poetry circles, 185-187
question prompts for, 180-183

displays, 113-114, 142

Dornback, Sarah, 88

Dotlich, Rebecca Kai, 44, 85, 158, 159, 192

Douville, Chanelle, 130

drama and poetry, 192-194

Dunbar, Paul Laurence, 227

E
e-books, 61, 91-92, 110, 122
electronic databases, 93—94
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Ellis, Diana, 10
Engle, Margarita, 27, 36-38, 44, 227
English-language learners, 35-36, 89,
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See also Latino and Latina poetry
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facial expressions, use of, 148-149
Farrar, Sid, 86
Favorite Poem Project, 173
Fehler, Gene, 224
Felker, Emily, 65
fiction paired with poetry, 126-129
Field, Eugene, 30
fine art books, 197
Fineman, Kelly, 127
fingerplays, 89
Fisher, Aileen, 24, 44—45
Fisher, Maisha, 211
Fitch, Sheree, 107, 208
flash mobs, 175
Fleischman, Paul, 45, 75, 160, 164-165
Fletcher, Ralph, 45, 212
Floca, Brian, 132
Florian, Douglas
blog by, 126
collections by, 27, 28, 75, 140, 196
poetry by, 45, 58, 66, 128, 130, 159—
160, 167
profile of, 76-79
folk poetry, 89-90
found poems, 206, 207-210
Fox, Dan, 88, 195
Fox, Mem, 13
Fox, Wendy Watson, 172
Franco, Betsy, 45, 85, 137, 141, 204
Frost, Helen, 1, 26, 46, 87, 137, 205
Frost, Robert, 4-5, 30, 79, 80, 130,
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G
George, Kristine O’Connell
poetry by, 25, 26, 27-28, 46, 115,
159, 196
website of, 65, 98
Gerber, Carole, 224
Ghigna, Charles, 85, 126, 224
Giggle Poetry website, 96
Giovanni, Nikki, 46, 74, 227
Glover, Mary Kenner, 204
Gollub, Matthew, 66, 85
Gonzdlez, Xelena, 150
Graham, Joan Bransfield, 46, 85, 130
Graham, Jorie, 180
Grandits, John, 85, 224
Greenberg, Jan, 40, 74, 197

Greenfield, Eloise, 24, 35, 47,75, 115, 128,
227

The Grim Granary app, 92

Grimes, Nikki, 24, 35, 47, 115, 127, 128,
133—-135

Groff, Patrick, 180

group reading strategy, 152-153, 161-163

Grover, Lorie Ann, 224

Gunning, Monica, 115, 228

H
Hahn, Mary Lee, 127
haiku, 85-86, 206
Hamilton, Emma Walton, 73, 195
Hanauer, David Ian, 204
Harding, Pauline, 16
Hardy, Kay, 57
Harley, Avis, 47, 205, 228
HarperCollins website, 66
Harris, June, 181
Harrison, David L., 47-48, 66, 126, 137,
188-192
Haygood, Hilary, 4
Heard, Georgia
poetry by, 33, 48, 74
on teaching poetry, 22, 99, 113-114,
149, 181, 185, 202
Heinrichs, Rachel, 189
Henderson, Kathy, 88, 195
Henkes, Kevin, 128
Herrera, Juan Felipe, 224, 227
Herrick, Steven, 40, 224, 228
Hesse, Karen, 86, 87
Hilbun, Janet, 185
Hines, Anna Grossnickle, 26, 164, 224
Ho, Minfong, 38, 227
Hoberman, Mary Ann
collections by, 74, 75, 130, 132, 140,
175
poetry by, 22, 24, 48, 165, 215-216
Holbrook, Sara, 9, 48, 128, 135, 150, 174,
202
Holman, Felice, 130
Holmes, Sara Lewis, 127
Holub, Miroslav, 172
Hopkins, Ellen, 225
Hopkins, Lee Bennett
as anthologist, 32-33, 73-74, 128,
132, 137, 138
Award for Children’s Poetry, 25-27
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Hopkins, Lee Bennett (continued)
poetry by, 24, 49, 66, 111, 140, 141
profile of, 123-125
Promising Poet Award, 25, 46
quotes by, 16, 147

Horn Book Fanfare List, 29

Howe-Johnson, Clarice, 148

how-to poems, 206

Hubbell, Patricia, 225

Huck, Charlotte, 8

Hughes, Langston, 30, 34, 65, 75, 128,

130, 227

iF Poems app, 8, 91

improvisation, 192, 193

Index to Poetry for Children and Young
People, 93

international poetry, 1-2, 40, 228

Internet resources. See websites

interviews with poets, 66, 125

iPad e-books, 91-92

J

Jacko, June, 185

Jackson, Donna M., 132

Jacobs, Leland, 17

Janeczko, Paul B.
as anthologist, 27, 32, 33, 73, 84, 86
poetry guides by, 49, 137, 203, 205,

212

Japanese poetry, 40, 85-86, 206

Jazmon, Andromeda, 127

Jeffers, Susan, 31, 79, 80

Jenkins, Steve, 132

Johnson, Angela, 26

Johnson, Lindsay Lee, 25

Jones, Hettie, 39, 227

Joseph, Lynn, 228

Josephson, Judith Pinkerton, 66

journaling, 210-211

K

Katz, Alan, 49, 58, 166

Katz, Bobbi, 49-50, 73, 130, 159
Kennedy, Dorothy, 33, 50, 73, 137, 203
Kennedy, John E, 5

Kennedy, X. J., 24, 33, 50, 58, 73, 203
Kerley, Barbara, 66

Kerrick, Steven, 87

Kianush, Mahmud, 15

Kindle e-books, 91-92

Kipling, Rudyard, 30

Kolenet, Carol, 108

Kuskin, Karla, 24, 50, 58, 128, 143, 156,
203

Kutiper, Karen, 108

L
Lackey, Charry, 94
LaHue, Tracy, 186
Lai, Thanhha, 39, 87
language and poetry evaluation, 100-101
language development, 13-15
Lansky, Bruce, 33, 225
Larios, Julie, 126
Lasky, Kathryn, 66
Latino and Latina poetry, 35-38, 165-166,
227
Lawson, JonArno, 28-29, 156, 203, 228
layout
of libraries, 105-106
of poems, 149, 196
of poetry books, 101
Lear, Edward, 30, 79, 80
learning through poetry, 14-16
Lee, Dennis, 40, 228
Lee Bennett Hopkins Award for Children’s
Poetry, 25-27
Lee Bennett Hopkins Promising Poet
Award, 25, 46
Lessac, Frané, 88, 195
Letendre, Melanie, 184
letter and postcard poems, 112, 206
letter of the alphabet poems, 84, 205
Levy, Constance, 26, 122, 225
Levy, Debbie, 132, 225
Lewis, J. Patrick
as award-winner, 22, 24, 27
poetry by, 50-51, 58, 75, 86, 132,
141, 197
profile of, 153-155
librarians” perspectives. See practitioner
perspectives
libraries
layout of, 105-106
poems about, 115
Library of Congress Poetry and Literature
Center, 96
LibriVox website, 173
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line breaks in poems, 148, 149, 156

Lion and the Unicorn Award, 28-29

Lipson, S. L., 204

list and litany poems, 206

literacy development, 13-15

Livingston, Myra Cohn, 24, 51, 80, 164,
203

Loewen, Nancy, 212

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth, 30, 80, 130

Lowell, Pamela, 119

Lowry, Lois, 128

Lyon, George Ella, 67, 203, 225

M

Mado, Michio, 40, 227

magazines, poetry in, 97, 213-214

Magliaro, Elaine, 127

magnetic poetry, 197-198

Mak, Kam, 39, 67, 227

Manning, Maryann and Gary, 183, 186—
187

Marsalis, Wynton, 29

Martin, Bill, 73

mask poems, 206

mathematics curriculum, 140—-141

McCall, Guadalupe Garcia, 25, 225, 227

McCaslin, Nellie, 192

McClure, Amy, 180

McCord, David, 24, 51, 58, 215

McCormick, Bonnie Boyd, 120

McCormick, Patricia, 225

McKenzie, Karen, 131

McKissack, Patricia, 34, 132, 227

McLaughlin, Timothy, 91, 130

McLoughland, Beverly, 115

McWhorter, Pam, 193

Mecum, Ryan, 86, 225

Medina, Jane, 115

Meltzer, Milton, 67, 138

memoirs, 66—-67

Mendrop, Lindsey, 139

Merlyns Pen magazine, 213

Merriam, Eve, 24, 51, 115, 146-147

metaphor, 6

Michelson, Richard, 141

Millay, Edna St. Vincent, 31, 130

Millen, C. M., 26

Milne, A. A., 30, 69

Mitchell, Stephen, 26

modeling of poetry reading, 152, 155-157,
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Montgomery, Sy, 132

Moore, Bill, 34, 180, 182, 204

Moore, Clement, 30

Moore, Lilian, 24, 51-52

Mora, Pat, 10-13, 52, 74, 86, 126, 227

Mordhorst, Heidi, 52

Morice, Dave, 209-210

Mother Goose, 14, 88—89

movement in poetry reading, 152, 159—
160, 162, 192

movie-making software, 119-120

multicultural poetry, 33-40, 211-212

Murphy, Kirsten, 210

music and songs, 87-88, 163, 166-168,
194-195

Myers, Walter Dean, 26, 27, 34, 52, 80, 227
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Nash, Ogden, 30, 130

National Council of Teachers of English

(NCTE), 23-24

National Library Week, 115

National Poetry Month, 112-113

Native American poetry, 39, 227

NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for

Children, 23-24, 73, 203

Neeland, Carol, 96

Nelson, Kadir, 132

Nelson, Marilyn, 29, 227

Neri, Gregory, 25, 227

Nesbitt, Kenn, 22, 52-53, 97

New Moon: The Magazine for Girls, 213

Newry, Renee, 14

Nichols, Grace, 228

Niven, Penelope, 67

Noethe, Sheryl, 117, 204

nonfiction paired with poetry, 131-133

Nook e-books, 91-92

Novak, Boris, 19

nursery rhymes, 14, 88—89

Nye, Naomi Shihab
as anthologist, 33, 40, 73, 172, 197
poetry by, 3, 26, 53, 200-201
profile of, 198-201
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O’Neill, Mary, 141, 196

oral language development, 13
organization of poetry books, 101
origami, 174, 196

Orozco, José-Luis, 36, 88, 195, 225, 227
Owen, Debbie, 165
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paired poems
classic and contemporary poems,
129-130
with fiction, 126-129
with nonfiction, 131-133
pantomime, 13, 155, 159, 175, 192
Panzer, Nora, 138, 197
Park, Linda Sue, 28, 38, 128, 225, 227
partner poems, 189-190
Paschen, Elise, 33, 73, 97
Paul, Ann Whitford, 225
Paul, Lissa, 9
Pearson, Susan, 53
Perdomo, Willie, 67
performances of poetry, 133-134, 150,
174-176
See also reading aloud
Perry, Aaren, 180
persona poems, 206
Peters, Andrew Fusek, 27, 61, 225,
228
Philip, Neil, 33, 138
picture books
of classic poems, 31
rhyming, 81-82
of single poems, 79-81
of songs, 87-88
Pincus, Greg, 126
Poe, Edgar Allan, 80
Poem Express, 1, 213
Poem Finder, 93-94
Poem Flow app, 92
A Poem from Us website, 119
PoemHunter.com, 94
poems

“An Ant’s Life” (Lewis), 155

“April Ala Carte” (Grimes), 134-135

“Blue Bucket” (Nye), 200-201

“Caribbean Windows” (Engle), 37-38
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191-192
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“A Poem Can Sing” (Florian), 78-79
“Sky” (Hopkins), 124-125
“Take Sound” (Hoberman), 215-216
“This Book” (Sidman), 7
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poetic forms, 84-86, 204-210
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poetry
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evaluation of, 99-102
learning through, 14-16
power of, 3—7
research on, 8-9, 41, 98-99
teaching about, 16-19
value of, 9-14
See also writing
Poetry 180 website, 95, 147
Poetry Advocates for Children and YA,
127
Poetry Alive!, 175
POETRY app, 92
Poetry Archive website, 173
poetry breaks, 117-118, 135, 151
poetry circles, 185-187
Poetry Daily website, 96
Poetry Foundation, 22, 92, 95
Poetry in Motion project, 114
poetry jams, 122-123
poetry journals, 210-211
poetry performance, 133-134, 150,
174-176
See also reading aloud
poetry rituals, 109-113
poetry shelving, 105-106
The Poetry Teacher’s Book of Lists (Vardell),
58, 74, 135-136
PoetryMagazine.com, 98, 173
PoetryTagTime e-books, 61, 91, 122
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Poet’s Corner website, 95
Porter, Pamela, 40, 228
Potato Hill Poetry website, 112, 213
practitioner perspectives
Bewley, S. Zulema Silva, 15
Blake, Nicki, 42
Bolden, Kelly, 31
Brockett, Rhonda, 182
Chetzron, Jackie, 146
Collier, Jean, 160
Dornback, Sarah, 88
Ellis, Diana, 10
Felker, Emily, 65
Fox, Wendy Watson, 172
Gonzilez, Xelena, 150
Hardy, Kay, 57
Haygood, Hilary, 4
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LaHue, Tracy, 186
Letendre, Melanie, 184
McCormick, Bonnie Boyd, 120
McKenzie, Karen, 131
McWhorter, Pam, 193
Mendrop, Lindsey, 139
Murphy, Kirsten, 210
Neeland, Carol, 96
Newry, Renee, 14
Owen, Debbie, 165
Walker, Monika, 77
Yarbrough, Lauren, 35
Prelutsky, Jack
as anthologist, 32, 73, 74, 132, 137,
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