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seRies intRoduCtion

Joyce saricks and neal Wyatt, series editors

In a library world in which finding answers to readers’ advisory questions 
is often considered among our most daunting service challenges, library 
staff need guides that are supportive, accessible, and immediately useful. 
The titles in this series are designed to be just that. They help advisors 
become familiar with fiction genres and nonfiction subjects, especially 
those they don’t personally read. They provide ready-made lists of “need 
to know” elements such as key authors and read-alikes, as well as tips on 
how to keep up with trends and important new authors and titles. 

Written by librarians with years of RA experience who are also enthu-
siasts of the genre or subject, the titles in this series of practical guides 
emphasize an appreciation of the topic, focusing on the elements and fea-
tures fans enjoy, so advisors unfamiliar with the topics can readily appre-
ciate why they are so popular.

Because this series values the fundamental concepts of readers’ advi-
sory work and its potential to serve readers, viewers, and listeners in 
whatever future space libraries inhabit, the focus of each book is on appeal 
and how appeal crosses genre, subject, and format, especially to include 
audio and video as well as graphic novels. Thus, each guide emphasizes 
the importance of whole collection readers’ advisory and explores ways 
to make suggestions that include novels, nonfiction, and multimedia, as 
well as how to incorporate whole collection elements into displays and 
booklists.

Each guide includes sections designed to help librarians in their RA 
duties, be that daily work or occasional interactions. Topics covered in 
each volume include:

The appeal of the genre or subject and information on subgenres 
and types so that librarians might understand the breadth 
and scope of the topic and how it relates to other genres and 
subjects. A brief history is also included to give advisors 
context and highlight beloved classic titles.

Descriptions of key authors and titles with explanations of why 
they’re important: why advisors should be familiar with 
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them and why they should be kept in our collections. Lists 
of read alikes accompany these core author and title lists, 
allowing advisors to move from identifying a key author to 
helping patrons find new authors to enjoy.

Information on how to conduct the RA conversation so that 
advisors can learn the tools and skills needed to develop 
deeper connections between their collections and their 
communities of readers, listeners, and viewers. 

A crash course in the genre or subject designed to get staff up 
to speed. Turn to this section to get a quick overview of the 
genre or subject as well as a list of key authors and read-
alikes.

Resources and techniques for keeping up-to-date and 
understanding new developments in the genre or subject 
are also provided. This section will not only aid staff already 
familiar with the genre or subject, but will also help those 
not familiar learn how to become so.

Tips for marketing collections and lists of resources and awards 
round out the tools staff need to be successful working with 
their community.

As readers who just happen to be readers’ advisors, we hope that the 
guides in this series lead to longer to-be-read, -watched, and -listened-to 
piles. Our goal is that the series helps those new to RA feel supported and 
less at sea, and introduces new ideas or new ways of looking at founda-
tional concepts, to advisors who have been at this a while. Most of all, we 
hope that this series helps advisors feel excited and eager to help patrons 
find their next great title. So dig in, explore, learn, and enjoy the almost 
alchemical process of connecting title and reader.
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This book is intended to help readers’ advisors identify the main types of 
traditional historical fiction and its offspring; to develop a vocabulary for 
discussing and understanding historical fiction; to understand the partic-
ular appeal of historical fiction; to identify some of the benchmark authors 
and titles in historical fiction; to suggest resources and tools for readers’ 
advisors; and to develop strategies for successful readers’ advisory in his-
torical fiction.

In libraries, bookstores, and educational curricula, historical fiction is 
usually described by time, place, individual name, or topic. These catego-
ries have therefore become historical fiction’s subgenres. Organization of 
references about historical fiction, such as Sarah Johnson’s excellent book 
Historical Fiction II: A Guide to the Genre, is therefore based on these frames 
and usually indexed to include biographical references to famous people 
mentioned or featured.1 Little readers’ advisory advice is available spe-
cific to historical fiction, except in the case of Joyce Saricks’s The Readers’ 
Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction (revised edition), in which the author dis-
cusses the elements of historical fiction readers love, the most important 
of which, according to Saricks, is accurate and interesting historical and 
geographic detail that give readers an experience of another time and 
place or a new perspective on a historical figure.2 Saricks does an admi-
rable job of pinpointing the essential benchmark authors in many genres, 
including historical fiction, describing their specific appeals, which in 
turn gives readers’ advisors clues about how to talk to readers. This book 
encompasses both Johnson’s and Saricks’s approaches, both by presenting 
important titles and topics and by discussing readers’ advisory in histori-
cal fiction.

Given the complexity of reader appeal and the many choices of his-
torical time frames available to choose from, how do we identify histori-
cal fiction subgenres that make sense apart from other genres that often 
co-opt elements of historical fiction? Unlike other genres, such as mys-
tery, romance, and science fiction, where distinct subgenres have predict-
able appeal to select audiences, historical fiction subgenres have less to 
do with appeal than with intellectual or topical categorization. Readers 
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of paranormal romance, those who like science fiction space opera, and 
readers of cozy mystery can use specific language to identify their reading 
tastes. Paranormal romances are usually chilling, sometimes violent, and 
often erotic. Space opera is usually suspenseful and filled with the techni-
cal language of its postulated interstellar world. Cozy mysteries are witty, 
sometimes hilarious, and suspenseful but never directly violent. This 
common language helps readers’ advisors immensely in conversation 
with genre readers. In historical fiction such subgenre-identifying, gen-
eral-appeal language is missing. Categorized by date, place, and subject, 
historical fiction’s appeal is measured title by title, author by author. This 
requires readers’ advisors to work a little harder in conversation with his-
torical fiction readers, to elicit title- or author-specific appeal information.

Long reference books like those of Saricks and Johnson may seem 
daunting, especially if a reader needs on-the-spot book suggestions. It’s 
easy to lose momentum with readers if you cannot converse enthusi-
astically about the kind of books they love. Brad Hooper’s Read On . . . 
Historical Fiction: Reading Lists for Every Taste, a fun, shorter historical fic-
tion reference, is filled with wonderfully eclectic book lists with titles like 
“Turbulence and Change,” “The Apple and the Apple Tree, or “When the 
Fabric of State Is Torn,” and is organized by broad appeal (setting, charac-
ter, story, language, mood or atmosphere).3 It is written to be enjoyed by 
the reader, especially a reader who knows what formal appeal category he 
or she enjoys; it might be a good follow-up to a readers’ advisory conver-
sation rather than a readers’ advisor’s tool. Another wonderful, similar 
readers’ reference, Book Lust, by Nancy Pearl, is a great book to savor and 
refer to at leisure—plucking out title gems is its chief delight—but it is 
not meant to be used as a reference tool. (Though if you read all the books 
Nancy suggests, you will probably be a great readers’ advisor!)

Libraries and bookstores are arranged by broad subjects, by author, 
and by title. Unless we create a special display, we rarely shelve histori-
cal fiction separately for readers to browse. When it comes to labeling the 
books themselves, it’s difficult to draw a genre line and say, “This is his-
torical fiction, but this is not.” Is Sir Walter Scott’s work historical fiction or 
classics? What about a fantasy book set in Elizabethan England? Is it fan-
tasy or historical fiction? An alternate history book—is it science fiction, 
fantasy, or historical fiction? We can catalog it as all three, but we have to 
shelve the item in only one place. It’s easiest and most logical to interfile 
historical fiction with general fiction. In this book, you may notice a few 
titles and authors cropping up in several different chapters. This is a virtue 
of a similar issue: many of the best historical fiction books not only blur 
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the line between genres but also manifest multiple appeals. Some histori-
cal novels are strongly character-centric or setting focused, while others 
may have both a strong sense of place and well-developed characters, and 
be filled with magical realism.

The library catalog is also difficult to use in historical fiction read-
ers’ advisory. Searching by general keyword for something as simple as 
historical fiction about the Civil War yields far too many titles to browse 
through and is infrequently annotated in a manner conducive to quick 
scanning during reader conversations. Even book lists of Civil War fiction 
you may have available online or at your desk make great passive read-
ers’ advisory, but they are not reader specific. Perhaps the most important 
role of a good readers’ advisor is to provide individual readers with good 
suggestions uniquely suited to their current mood and taste. The trick is 
to find useful resources that are as available and fast as a library catalog, 
Amazon, or Google.

Without an understanding of how readers talk about historical fiction 
and the broad categories of historical fiction available, readers’ advisors 
can flounder. This book focuses on the aspects of historical fiction that 
draw readers in and how we can identify them quickly enough to make 
educated suggestions. What tricks can we use to scan unfamiliar materials 
and identify appeal? How can we remember huge mounds of historical 
fiction titles and link them for readers? What do we need to know to talk 
with readers who love certain types of historical fiction?

The chapters in this book establish an appeal vocabulary for historical 
fiction that works well with all types of fiction and gives a broad descrip-
tion of the genre, broken down into subgenres and categories that give 
readers’ advisors a vocabulary to talk with readers.4 Each subgenre is 
illustrated with several popular, current title examples and their appeals, 
along with a few titles for further reading that are similar.

Chapters 1 and 2 of this book discuss appeal characteristics and how 
readers’ advisors can successfully talk with and make good book sugges-
tions for historical fiction readers. Chapters 3–7 are devoted to “pure” his-
torical fiction: novels and stories in which the action takes place fifty years 
or more in the past and before the author’s recollection. Historical fiction 
transports the reader into another time period for the purposes of enter-
tainment and understanding of a previous time and place and people. 
Surprisingly, even this simple definition quickly calls into question many 
other types of fiction most readers assume are historical fiction, such as 
Holocaust or World War II fiction by authors whose personal experience 
informs their writing and classic novels like The Adventures of Huckleberry 
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Finn (Twain) and Jane Eyre (Brontë). Chapter 8 discusses historical fiction 
in relation to other genres, literary fiction, and classics.

Chapter 9 proposes efficiency strategies for busy readers’ advisors 
and ideas for virtual readers’ advisory and for integrating other parts 
of your collection, such as nonfiction and other media, into your read-
ing suggestions for historical fiction readers. Finally, chapter 10 suggests 
resources and ideas for keeping current in historical fiction readers’ advi-
sory, including how to create a historical fiction reading plan.

This book can serve as both a self-guided tour of historical fiction, 
filled with suggestions for readers’ advisory practice, and as a reference 
for use with readers trolling for great new historical fiction suggestions. In 
addition, I hope readers will find a tantalizing plethora of historical fiction 
to add to their personal reading lists.

Notes

 1.  Sarah L. Johnson, Historical Fiction II: A Guide to the Genre, Genreflecting Advisory 
Series (Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited, 2009).

 2.  Joyce G. Saricks, The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, rev. ed. (Chicago: 
American Library Association, 2009).

 3.  Brad Hooper, Read On . . . Historical Fiction: Reading Lists for Every Taste (Westport, 
CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2006).

 4.  While the appeal language used in this book is my own, some overlap of 
terminology may be found with EBSCO’s NoveList databases as a result of 
popular usage.
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A WALL of PoRtRAits, A HALL of dooRs

A BRieF HisToRy oF HisToRicAl FicTion

Looking back on the history of historical fiction is like looking at old paint-
ings in a vestibule or above a staircase: you see what and who went before, 
but you are also aware that things have changed. We appreciate the works 
of older historical fiction authors, even though they may seem outdated 
or anachronistic when compared with our current historical knowledge 
and storytelling preferences. It’s worth taking a peek, though, into some 
of the older authors and titles, not only for familiarity with titles that older 
readers may mention but also for the sake of understanding how histori-
cal fiction has morphed into what we more often read today.

While most of what we consider historical fiction today was written 
in the twentieth century, storytelling has been an integral part of civiliza-
tion from our very beginnings. Many of humanity’s earliest stories told 
of heroic feats of the past, but for the purpose of this book, these works 
are not considered historical fiction, but they are very old! For our pur-
poses, historical fiction is defined as novels (and sometimes short stories) 
with settings from a historical period at least fifty years prior to the work’s 
publication or occurring before the author’s memory. Surprisingly, this 
definition leaves out a number of titles most people consider historical 
fiction, such as Oliver Twist (Dickens), The Count of Monte Cristo (Dumas), 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Stowe), and many other well-known books set during 
the authors’ lives.

Sir Walter Scott (1771–1832) is generally recognized as the first author 
of historical fiction as we know it today. His best-known novel, Ivanhoe, 
is a story that encompasses the legend of Robin Hood and the history 
of the conflict between King Richard I of England and his brother John. 
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Scott also wrote Rob Roy and Waverly, which, with Ivanhoe, are only three 
of the nineteen novels in the Waverly oeuvre. Rob Roy and Waverly were 
written in 1814 and 1817, about seventy years after the Jacobite rising, the 
subject of both books, placing them among the first historical novels writ-
ten in English. Later, other classic authors of the nineteenth century also 
ventured into the relatively unknown territory of serious historical fic-
tion. Among the more famous are A Tale of Two Cities (Dickens), The Scarlet 
Letter (Hawthorne) and War and Peace (Tolstoy).

impoRTAnT TwenTieTH-cenTuRy  
HisToRicAl FicTion AuTHoRs

Taylor caldwell (1900–1985)

By the middle of the twentieth century, earlier classic writers like Dickens, 
Dumas and Scott, were joined by popular fiction writers in creating great 
stories of historical fiction. Some of the authors of this period wrote novels 
that readers still enjoy, once a good readers’ advisor suggests them. Taylor 
Caldwell, for instance, had a huge following for her absorbing and unput-
downable family sagas about the powerful and wealthy dynasties that 
built the US economy. Although literary critics panned Caldwell’s writ-
ing style, readers recognized her excellent storytelling skills and clamored 
for more. Try Captains and the Kings or Dear and Glorious Physician, two of 
Caldwell’s best-known novels.

Dorothy Dunnett (1923–2001)

The six novels in the Lymond Chronicles series were published in Britain 
between 1961 and 1975 and quickly became Dunnett’s most famous work. 
Set in Renaissance Europe and in Russia, each book in the series features 
Francis Crawford of Lymond, a Scottish nobleman with a nose for adven-
ture and his own moral code, as he comes into contact with powerful fig-
ures of the time. Using this pattern as her frame, Dunnett exercises her 
skill at bringing the time period alive through her delightful protagonist 
and her twisted and intricate plot strands. Dunnett’s work is not as well 
known in the United States as in the United Kingdom, and readers of his-
torical adventure who love a great story will appreciate hearing about 
Lymond. Be sure to include Dunnett on your reading plan, too. Start with 
Game of Kings, the first of the series.
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Howard Fast (1914–2003)

Older readers will remember Howard Fast’s Immigrants series, begin-
ning with The Immigrants, if no other of his nearly one hundred published 
works. They may be surprised to learn that Fast also wrote novels about 
the ancient world and the American Revolution. All of his novels read at 
a good clip and feature ordinary people whose circumstances force them 
to examine their lives in new ways, often with dramatic results. Fast’s 
popular historical fiction is more than just stories—Fast was an idealis-
tic, intelligent man whose life reflected some of the issues with which his 
characters contend. Immigrant novels are still popular, and readers may 
enjoy looking at fictional immigrant experiences of the past.

Jean plaidy (1906–1993)

Beloved of historical fiction readers in the mid-twentieth century and 
author of 183 books, Jean Plaidy wrote imaginative stories of famous fig-
ures from past centuries, bringing them to life for modern readers. While 
many people were aware that “Jean Plaidy” was a pseudonym, few knew 
just how many pseudonyms Eleanor Hibbert actually had. As Victoria 
Holt she became well known for her gothic romance novels; as Philippa 
Carr, for romantic historical family sagas. She wrote under several other 
names, too, including her own! As Jean Plaidy, though, Hibbert is still 
recognized as a prolific author of popular and well-researched histori-
cal novels that focus more on women and relationships than on analy-
sis of time periods. Many Plaidy titles have been reprinted in the past 
decade, so be sure to include them in your readers’ advisory repertoire. 
Sample the Tudor series, beginning with Uneasy Lies the Head; the Borgia 
Duet (Madonna of the Seven Hills and Light on Lucrezia); or the Queens of 
England series, beginning with Myself, My Enemy. The Tudor and Queens 
of England series are highlighted in chapter 6 of this book as part of the 
section on learning history through historical fiction.

mary Renault (1905–1983)

Known mainly for her sensitive fictional portrayals of famous ancient 
Greeks, Renault appeals to modern readers on many levels. Though she 
was not a historian, Renault did her research, and her novels are filled 
with the details of ancient life and of warfare. She was one of the first 
few historical fiction authors to write openly about homosexuality among 
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the leaders of ancient Greece. Her characters come to life; their stories are 
moving and full of humor. Readers who enjoy this time period and haven’t 
read Renault will thank you for starting them out with her Alexander the 
Great trilogy, beginning with Fire from Heaven.

irving stone (1903–1989)

Stone characterized his novels as “bio-history”—biographical novels of 
historical figures.1 He wrote sixteen novels featuring politicians, scientists, 
authors, and artists, all of which are well researched, fascinating to read, 
and deliciously long. Stone was sometimes criticized for always being 
“upbeat” and for idealizing his characters rather than showing them as 
real, flawed individuals, but many readers enjoy this approach to famous 
people they admire and will appreciate Stone’s perspective. The Agony and 
the Ecstasy, about Michelangelo, and Lust for Life, about Vincent van Gogh, 
are two of his very best novels.

By the 1980s, as historical fiction increased in popularity, it was often 
grouped together with literary novels set in historical time periods and 
with historical romance, adventure, mysteries, and westerns as one genre, 
to readers’ confusion. It became apparent that readers needed clearer 
genre delineations in general, and that even within each genre there 
existed nebulous differences between books that went beyond favorite 
authors and lengthy descriptions of why we enjoyed reading and particu-
lar kinds of books. We lacked a common vocabulary to describe reading 
tastes. It wasn’t until 1982, in Readers’ Advisory Service in the Public Library 
(Saricks), that the concept of appeal characteristics was created.2 As library 
and information science programs and readers’ advisory training grew in 
influence, so did our use of appeal terminology, which is so important in 
our interactions with readers. Sometimes readers will mention an author 
they have enjoyed—a good readers’ advisor uses appeal terms in these 
conversations to help readers talk about why they like certain authors or 
certain types of books. If a reader cannot think of an author’s name, read-
ers’ advisors can ask leading questions about appeal and then suggest 
a well-known author and/or title that might coincide with the reader’s 
taste. These well-known authors and/or titles are referred to as bench-
marks. Benchmarks can be introduced into the conversation as references 
for readers, who have probably heard of or read the book, but if not, then 
you can tell readers about the book, gauge their interest, and suggest start-
ing with the benchmark.
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BencHmARk AuTHoRs oF cuRRenT HisToRicAl FicTion

Today’s benchmark authors have some of the same characteristics in com-
mon with the popular historical fiction writers of the twentieth century. 
Many cover the same time frames—the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, 
the ancient world—or have a similar style or structure, such as sweeping 
sagas, historical romance, and adventure. Others are biographical novels 
about famous people or fictional characters. One characteristic that dif-
ferentiates current historical fiction from that of the twentieth century 
is a modern perspective on history. Some of the older titles feature sub-
jects of limited current interest, like Caldwell’s biographical novels of 
Bible figures or Jean Plaidy’s novels that highlight famous female fig-
ures from history mainly in relation to their connection with powerful 
men. Sometimes the language used or views expressed by the characters 
are noticeably outdated. These factors do not necessarily mean readers 
should or will bypass older historical fiction, but it can seem to date us 
as readers’ advisors if they are the first books we mention or pull off the 
shelf. We need to keep up with current trends and popular perspectives 
on history. Well-known newer titles can serve as modern benchmarks—
books that represent the historical fiction genre as it is now, in the twenty-
first century.

The authors listed here are great current examples of historical fiction 
writers that readers’ advisors can reference in conversations with read-
ers. If you haven’t read these current benchmark authors, take the time 
to review their work and to include some of the titles listed here in your 
personal reading plan.

Bernard cornwell

Like Jean Plaidy, Bernard Cornwell traces English history through its 
leaders. His series include the Warlord Chronicles, about King Arthur, the 
medieval Grail Quest trilogy, the Saxon Stories, the Starbuck Chronicles, 
and his well-known Richard Sharpe novels—all twenty-two of them. His 
stand-alone book, Agincourt, is a phenomenal study of human nature 
under the pressures of war and a great perspective on medieval battle. The 
Battle of Agincourt, however, was also a definitive one that dramatically 
changed the balance of power at the time. Cornwell shows readers what 
the battle was like through the eyes of a commoner—an archer—whose 
experience is moving and powerful. If you read only one Cornwell book, 
let this be the one.
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APPeAL/suBJeCt index

A
absorbing

The Ballad of Tom Dooley (McCrumb), 
113–114

Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
The Other Boleyn Girl (Gregory), 

86–87
accuracy, historical, 15, 17–18

The Day the Falls Stood Still 
(Buchanan), 61

Dreams of Joy (See), 72–73
The Pillars of the Earth (Follett), 36–37

accurate
Valley Forge (Gingrich), 119

action packed
The Conqueror: A Novel of Kublai Khan 

(Iggulden), 88–89
Nathaniel Drinkwater series 

(Woodman), 183–184
The Quick and the Dead (Eickhoff), 

123–124
The Wettest County in the World 

(Bondurant), 126
adventure, 181–184

Agincourt (Cornwell), 39
City of Thieves (Benioff), 49–50
The Last Jew (Gordon), 170–171
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
Sea of Poppies (Ghosh), 47
The Silver Pigs (Davis), 190–191

Africa
Half of a Yellow Sun (Adichie), 58
The Poisonwood Bible (Kingsolver), 59
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57–58
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 58

African American historical fiction, 
143–147

Age of Enlightenment

The Fort: A Novel of the Revolutionary 
War (Cornwell), 43–44

The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 44
The Whiskey Rebels (Liss), 45
Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague 

(Brooks), 42–43
alternate history

Gettysburg trilogy (Gingrich), 
202–203

The Guns of the South (Turtledove), 
203

Lee at Chattanooga: A Novel of What 
Might Have Been (McIntire), 203

The Secret Trial of Robert E. Lee 
(Fleming), 203

American Revolutionary War
Patriot Hearts (Hambly), 119
The Rebellion of Jane Clarke (Gunning), 

119
Rise to Rebellion: A Novel of the 

American Revolution (Shaara), 118
Valley Forge (Gingrich), 119

ancient world
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

33–34
Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the 

Battle of Thermopylae (Pressfield), 
32–33

Pompeii (Harris), 34–35
annotations, 214
appeal characteristics/terms, xv, 4

examples of, 11–12
practice with, 25

Asia
Dreams of Joy (See), 72–73
Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72

Asian American historical fiction, 
147–152
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atmospheric
All Other Nights (Horn), 120
All the Pretty Horses (McCarthy), 

186–187
The All-True Travels and Adventures of 

Lidie Newton (Smiley), 185–186
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 

and Clay (Chabon), 171
Avalon series (Bradley), 201–202
Bernhard Gunther mysteries (Kerr), 

191–192
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (Rice), 

165–166
The Conqueror: A Novel of Kublai Khan 

(Iggulden), 88–89
The Given Day (Lehane), 133
Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 125
In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 

159–160
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 

205–206
Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72
The March (Doctorow), 120
Mudbound (Jordan), 132
On Agate Hill (Smith), 132
Outlander (Adamson), 187
The Quickening (Hoover), 134
The Republic of Vengeance (Waters), 

175–176
Rise to Rebellion: A Novel of the 

American Revolution (Shaara), 118
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 122
The Silver Pigs (Davis), 190–191
The Sisters Brothers (deWitt), 188–189
Some Sing, Some Cry (Shange), 146
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 58
True Sisters (Dallas), 136
An Unfinished Season (Just), 135
Wanting (Flanagan), 75–76
The Wettest County in the World 

(Bondurant), 126
When Christ and His Saints Slept 

(Penman), 37–38
William Monk and Hester Latterly 

mysteries (Perry), 192–193

Australia, 73–77
The Lieutenant (Grenville), 76–77
The True History of the Kelly Gang 

(Carey), 74–75
Wanting (Flanagan), 75–76

authentic
The Last Empress (Min), 89

awards, 234

B
benchmarks, 4
biographical historical fiction

after Henry VIII, 104–107
appeal of, 85–86
attributes of, 85
before Henry VIII, 90–98
defining, 84–85
introduction to, 83–84
major historical figures and, 90
on artists, 107–109
on heroes and villains, 111–114
on writers, 109–111
reign of King Henry VIII, 98–104
well-known, 86–89

bittersweet
The All-True Travels and Adventures of 

Lidie Newton (Smiley), 185–186
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
City of Thieves (Benioff), 49–50
Helen of Troy (George), 90–91

bleak
All the Pretty Horses (McCarthy), 

186–187
Bernhard Gunther mysteries (Kerr), 

191–192
Bound (Gunning), 133
Charlotte and Emily: A Novel of the 

Brontës (Morgan), 110
The Company of Liars (Maitland), 128
The Dovekeepers (Hoffman), 168–169
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 

78–79
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123
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William Monk and Hester Latterly 
mysteries (Perry), 192–193

blogs, 214–215, 230–232
book groups, 224, 249–256
book lists, 214, 221–222
book notes, 240–241
booktalks, 211

C
character, appeal terms regarding, 10
character driven

Alexander the Great trilogy 
(Renault), 91–92

All Other Nights (Horn), 120
All the Pretty Horses (McCarthy), 

186–187
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 

and Clay (Chabon), 171
Amelia Peabody mysteries (Peters), 

193–194
At the Mercy of the Queen: A Novel of 

Anne Boleyn (Barnhill), 101
Baker Towers (Haigh), 133
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
Bucking the Sun (Doig), 127
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (Rice), 

165–166
The Clan of the Cave Bear (Auel), 29
The Confession of Katherine Howard 

(Dunn), 103
Conquistadora (Santiago), 68–69
The Constant Princess (Gregory), 100
Corrag (Fletcher), 125
Doc (Russell), 113
Eve: A Novel of the First Woman 

(Elliott), 162–163
Fall of Giants (Follett), 51–52
Flight (Alexie), 154
The Fruit of Her Hands (Cameron), 

169–170
Georgian Saga (Plaidy), 141
Gratitude (Kertes), 172
Half of a Yellow Sun (Adichie), 58
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

(Ford), 151–152

In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 
159–160

Inés of My Soul (Allende), 157–158
Invisible Mountain (de Robertis), 

67–68
Killing Rommel (Pressfield), 122
The Last Empress (Min), 89
A Lesson before Dying (Gaines), 

146–147
The Lieutenant (Grenville), 76–77
Lionheart (Penman), 94–95
The Long Song (Levy), 66–67
The Lotus Eaters (Soli), 124
Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88
The Maid: A Novel of Joan of Arc 

(Cutter), 95–96
Maisie Dobbs novels (Winspear), 

195–196
The March (Doctorow), 120
Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130
Moloka’i (Brennert), 128–129
Norman Trilogy (Plaidy), 139
Outlander (Adamson), 187
Outlander series (Gabaldon), 204–205
A Plague of Doves (Erdrich), 156–157
Plantagenet Saga (Plaidy), 139–140
The Poisonwood Bible (Kingsolver), 59
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
Queen Victoria novels (Plaidy), 141
Queens of England series (Plaidy), 

138–139
Rose of York trilogy (Worth), 140
Sano Ichiro mysteries (Rowland), 

194–195
Sarai (Smith), 164–165
A Season of Fire and Ice (Zimpel), 134
The September Queen (Bagwell), 

197–198
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 

78–79
Stormy Weather (Jiles), 127
Stuart Saga (Plaidy), 140–141
Tipping the Velvet (Waters), 174–175
The True History of the Kelly Gang 

(Carey), 74–75
Tudor series (Plaidy), 140
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character driven (cont.)

Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
The Well and the Mine (Phillips), 60
Wench (Perkins-Valdez, Dolen), 145
The White Queen (Gregory), 96–97
Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208
William Monk and Hester Latterly 

mysteries (Perry), 192–193
Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague 

(Brooks), 42–43
See also well developed characters

Christian historical fiction, 161–167
Civil War, 46

All Other Nights (Horn), 120
The Ballad of Tom Dooley (McCrumb), 

113–114
The March (Doctorow), 120
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

120
The Widow of the South (Hicks), 121

coming of age
All the Pretty Horses (McCarthy), 

186–187
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57

compelling
The Boleyn Inheritance (Gregory), 

102–103
Bound (Gunning), 133
Caleb’s Crossing (Brooks), 154–155
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (Rice), 

165–166
The Constant Princess (Gregory), 100
The Dovekeepers (Hoffman), 168–169
Eve: A Novel of the First Woman 

(Elliott), 162–163
Fall of Giants (Follett), 51–52
The Favored Queen: A Novel of Henry 

VIII’s Third Wife (Erickson), 
101–102

Fool’s Crow (Welch), 155–156
Georgian Saga (Plaidy), 141
Gettysburg trilogy (Gingrich), 202
The Given Day (Lehane), 133
The Hangman’s Daughter (Pötzsch), 

124–125

The Help (Stockett), 53–54
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 44, 125
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 

Company (Hall), 48
In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 

159–160
The Long Song (Levy), 66–67
The Memoirs of Mary, Queen of Scots 

(Erickson), 104
Moloka’i (Brennert), 128–129
Mudbound (Jordan), 132
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

120, 128
Nathaniel Drinkwater series 

(Woodman), 183–184
Norman Trilogy (Plaidy), 139
The Other Boleyn Girl (Gregory), 

86–87
Patriot Hearts (Hambly), 119
Plantagenet Saga (Plaidy), 139–140
Pompeii (Harris), 34–35
The Postmistress (Blake), 50–51
Queen Victoria novels (Plaidy), 141
Queens of England series (Plaidy), 

138–139
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 122
Rose of York trilogy (Worth), 140
Sano Ichiro mysteries (Rowland), 

194–195
Sarai (Smith), 164–165
A Season of Fire and Ice (Zimpel), 134
The September Queen (Bagwell), 

197–198
Stormy Weather (Jiles), 127
Stuart Saga (Plaidy), 140–141
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 58
To Be Queen: A Novel of the Early Life of 

Eleanor of Aquitaine (English), 94
The True History of the Kelly Gang 

(Carey), 74–75
True Sisters (Dallas), 136
Tudor series (Plaidy), 140
The Voyage of the Short Serpent (du 

Boucheron), 79–80
Wench (Perkins-Valdez, Dolen), 145
The White Queen (Gregory), 96–97
The Widow of the South (Hicks), 121
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complex plot
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 

and Clay (Chabon), 171
Amelia Peabody mysteries (Peters), 

193–194
Bernhard Gunther mysteries (Kerr), 

191–192
Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (Rice), 

165–166
Conquistadora (Santiago), 68–69
Deep Creek (Hand), 149
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

92–93
The Given Day (Lehane), 133
Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72
Master Georgie (Bainbridge), 173–174
New York (Rutherford), 134
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
The Pillars of the Earth (Follett), 36–37
A Plague of Doves (Erdrich), 156–157
Sea of Poppies (Ghosh), 47
The Secret Bride: In the Court of Henry 

VIII (Haeger), 98–99
The September Queen (Bagwell), 

197–198
Shanghai Girls (See), 150–151
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 198–199
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123
Wanting (Flanagan), 75–76
West of Here (Evison), 62–64
Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208
The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine 

the Great (Stachniak), 106–107
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 41

complex style
All the Pretty Horses (McCarthy), 

186–187
Baker Towers (Haigh), 133
Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
Half of a Yellow Sun (Adichie), 58
Invisible Mountain (de Robertis), 

67–68
The Living (Dillard), 136
The Lotus Eaters (Soli), 124
The March (Doctorow), 120

Master and Commander (O’Brian), 
182–183

A Plague of Doves (Erdrich), 156–157
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200

compulsively readable
The Blood of Flowers (Amirrezvani), 

70–71
Fall of Giants (Follett), 51–52
New York (Rutherford), 134
To Be Queen: A Novel of the Early Life of 

Eleanor of Aquitaine (English), 94
See also page-turner

cozy
Amelia Peabody mysteries (Peters), 

193–194

D
darkly humorous

The Sisters Brothers (deWitt), 188–189
descriptive

Bernhard Gunther mysteries (Kerr), 
191–192

Doc (Russell), 113
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

92–93
Georgian Saga (Plaidy), 141
Queen Victoria novels (Plaidy), 141
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 

78–79
Wanting (Flanagan), 75–76

detailed
Abundance: A Novel of Marie 

Antoinette (Naslund), 105–106
Agincourt (Cornwell), 39
Alexander the Great trilogy 

(Renault), 91–92
All Other Nights (Horn), 120
The All-True Travels and Adventures of 

Lidie Newton (Smiley), 185–186
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 

and Clay (Chabon), 171
Amelia Peabody mysteries (Peters), 

193–194
At the Mercy of the Queen: A Novel of 

Anne Boleyn (Barnhill), 101
Avalon series (Bradley), 201–202
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detailed (cont.)

The Blood of Flowers (Amirrezvani), 
70–71

The Boleyn Inheritance (Gregory), 
102–103

Caleb’s Crossing (Brooks), 154–155
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (Rice), 

165–166
The Clan of the Cave Bear (Auel), 29
Claude and Camille (Cowell), 108
Cleopatra’s Daughter (Moran), 93
The Company of Liars (Maitland), 128
The Confession of Katherine Howard 

(Dunn), 103
The Confessions of Catherine de Medici 

(Gortner), 105
The Conqueror: A Novel of Kublai Khan 

(Iggulden), 88–89
The Constant Princess (Gregory), 100
Doc (Russell), 113
Etta (Kolpan), 112–113
The Fort: A Novel of the Revolutionary 

War (Cornwell), 43–44
The Fruit of Her Hands (Cameron), 

169–170
Gettysburg trilogy (Gingrich), 202
The Given Day (Lehane), 133
The Hangman’s Daughter (Pötzsch), 

124–125
The Help (Stockett), 53–54
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

(Ford), 151–152
An Imperfect Lens (Roiphe), 130
Invisible Mountain (de Robertis), 

67–68
The King’s Daughter: A Novel of the 

First Tudor Queen (Worth), 97–98
The Lacuna (Kingsolver), 158–159
The Last Empress (Min), 89
The Last Wife of Henry VIII (Erickson), 

103–104
Lionheart (Penman), 94–95
The Living (Dillard), 136
The Lotus Eaters (Soli), 124
The March (Doctorow), 46–47
Master and Commander (O’Brian), 

182–183

Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 
(Marlantes), 123

My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 128
Nathaniel Drinkwater series 

(Woodman), 183–184
New York (Rutherford), 134
Norman Trilogy (Plaidy), 139
On Agate Hill (Smith), 132
Outlander series (Gabaldon), 204–205
Patriot Hearts (Hambly), 119
People of the Wolf (Gear and Gear), 30
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
The Pillars of the Earth (Follett), 36–37
A Plague of Doves (Erdrich), 156–157
Plantagenet Saga (Plaidy), 139–140
The Poisonwood Bible (Kingsolver), 59
Pompeii (Harris), 34–35
The Republic of Vengeance (Waters), 

175–176
Rise to Rebellion: A Novel of the 

American Revolution (Shaara), 118
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 122
The River Wife (Agee), 131
Roma: The Novel of Ancient Rome 

(Saylor), 80–81
Sano Ichiro mysteries (Rowland), 

194–195
Saxon Stories (Cornwell), 139
The Secret Bride: In the Court of Henry 

VIII (Haeger), 98–99
The September Queen (Bagwell), 

197–198
Shanghai Girls (See), 150–151
The Silver Pigs (Davis), 190–191
Sinners and the Sea: The Untold Story of 

Noah’s Wife (Kanner), 163–164
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31
Stormy Weather (Jiles), 127
Stuart Saga (Plaidy), 140–141
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 198–199
To Be Queen: A Novel of the Early Life of 

Eleanor of Aquitaine (English), 94
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123
Tudor series (Plaidy), 140
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
The Wettest County in the World 

(Bondurant), 126
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When Christ and His Saints Slept 
(Penman), 37–38

The Whiskey Rebels (Liss), 45
The White Queen (Gregory), 96–97
William Monk and Hester Latterly 

mysteries (Perry), 192–193
The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine 

the Great (Stachniak), 106–107
dialect rich

Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
The Long Song (Levy), 66–67
A Season of Fire and Ice (Zimpel), 134
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 135
The True History of the Kelly Gang 

(Carey), 74–75
dialogue rich

The Help (Stockett), 53–54
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 41

diary
The River Wife (Agee), 131

displays, 221–222
disturbing

All the Pretty Horses (McCarthy), 
186–187

Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 58
The Voyage of the Short Serpent (du 

Boucheron), 79–80
Wanting (Flanagan), 75–76
Wench (Perkins-Valdez, Dolen), 145

dramatic
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 

and Clay (Chabon), 171
At the Mercy of the Queen: A Novel of 

Anne Boleyn (Barnhill), 101
Avalon series (Bradley), 201–202
The Ballad of Tom Dooley (McCrumb), 

113–114
The Boleyn Inheritance (Gregory), 

102–103
Claude and Camille (Cowell), 108
The Confession of Katherine Howard 

(Dunn), 103
The Constant Princess (Gregory), 100
Corrag (Fletcher), 125

Etta (Kolpan), 112–113
Eve: A Novel of the First Woman 

(Elliott), 162–163
The Favored Queen: A Novel of Henry 

VIII’s Third Wife (Erickson), 
101–102

A Fierce Radiance (Belfer), 129
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

92–93
Georgian Saga (Plaidy), 141
In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 

159–160
Inés of My Soul (Allende), 157–158
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 

205–206
Killing Rommel (Pressfield), 122
The Lacuna (Kingsolver), 158–159
The Last Wife of Henry VIII (Erickson), 

103–104
A Lesson before Dying (Gaines), 

146–147
The Living (Dillard), 136
The Lotus Eaters (Soli), 124
Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88
Master and Commander (O’Brian), 

182–183
Norman Trilogy (Plaidy), 139
The Other Boleyn Girl (Gregory), 

86–87
Outlander series (Gabaldon),  

204–205
Pacific Glory (Deutermann), 121
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
Plantagenet Saga (Plaidy), 139–140
Queen Victoria novels (Plaidy), 141
Queens of England series (Plaidy), 

138–139
The Religion (Willocks), 81–82
Remarkable Creatures (Chevalier), 

129–130
The Republic of Vengeance (Waters), 

175–176
Rise to Rebellion: A Novel of the 

American Revolution (Shaara), 118
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 122
Sarai (Smith), 164–165
Saxon Stories (Cornwell), 139
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dramatic (cont.)

The September Queen (Bagwell), 
197–198

Sinners and the Sea: The Untold Story  
of Noah’s Wife (Kanner),  
163–164

Some Sing, Some Cry (Shange), 146
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 198–199
The True History of the Kelly Gang 

(Carey), 74–75
Tudor series (Plaidy), 140
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
The White Queen (Gregory), 96–97
Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208

E
elegant style

The Day the Falls Stood Still 
(Buchanan), 61

Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
The Painter from Shanghai (Epstein), 

108–109
An Unfinished Season (Just), 135
Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague 

(Brooks), 42–43
elegiac

Baker Towers (Haigh), 133
Fool’s Crow (Welch), 155–156
Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the 

Battle of Thermopylae (Pressfield), 
32–33

The Widow of the South (Hicks), 121
emotions

appeal terms regarding, 10
engaging

Caleb’s Crossing (Brooks), 154–155
City of Thieves (Benioff), 49–50
Etta (Kolpan), 112–113
The King’s Daughter: A Novel of the 

First Tudor Queen (Worth), 97–98
The Last Empress (Min), 89
The Last Jew (Gordon), 170–171
The Last Witchfinder (Morrow), 125
The Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen 

(James), 111
Love Comes Softly (Oke), 166–167

The Maid: A Novel of Joan of Arc 
(Cutter), 95–96

Maisie Dobbs novels (Winspear), 
195–196

Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
Sarai (Smith), 164–165
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 198–199
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 135
The True History of the Kelly Gang 

(Carey), 74–75
True Sisters (Dallas), 136
The Well and the Mine (Phillips), 60

English history
The Courts of Love (Plaidy), 138
Georgian Saga (Plaidy), 141
In the Shadow of the Crown (Plaidy), 

138
The Lady in the Tower (Plaidy), 138
Myself, My Enemy (Plaidy), 138
Norman Trilogy (Plaidy), 139
Plantagenet Saga (Plaidy), 139–140
The Pleasures of Love (Plaidy), 138
Queen Victoria novels (Plaidy), 141
Queens of England series(Plaidy), 

138–139
The Queen’s Secret (Plaidy), 138
The Reluctant Queen (Plaidy), 138
Rose of York trilogy (Worth), 140
The Rose without a Thorn (Plaidy), 138
Saxon Stories (Cornwell), 139
Stuart Saga (Plaidy), 140–141
Tudor series (Plaidy), 140
Victoria Victorious (Plaidy), 138
William’s Wife (Plaidy), 138

epic
The Conqueror: A Novel of Kublai Khan 

(Iggulden), 88–89
Lionheart (Penman), 94–95
The War of the End of the World 

(Vargas Llosa), 69
Europe

The Religion (Willocks), 81–82
Roma: The Novel of Ancient Rome 

(Saylor), 80–81
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 

78–79
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The Voyage of the Short Serpent (du 
Boucheron), 79–80

evaluating books, 238–239
exotic

The Blood of Flowers (Amirrezvani), 
70–71

The Painter from Shanghai (Epstein), 
108–109

The Poisonwood Bible (Kingsolver), 59

F
Facebook, 223
family saga, 206–208

Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
Invisible Mountain (de Robertis), 

67–68
The River Wife (Agee), 131

fast paced
All Other Nights (Horn), 120
Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
City of Thieves (Benioff), 49–50
Deep Creek (Hand), 149
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

92–93
Gettysburg trilogy (Gingrich), 202
Gratitude (Kertes), 172
The Hangman’s Daughter (Pötzsch), 

124–125
The Help (Stockett), 53–54
Heyday (Anderson), 135
An Imperfect Lens (Roiphe), 130
Killing Rommel (Pressfield), 122
The Last Kingdom (Cornwell), 36
The Last Wife of Henry VIII (Erickson), 

103–104
Lionheart (Penman), 94–95
Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130
The Memoirs of Mary, Queen of Scots 

(Erickson), 104
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
Outlander series (Gabaldon), 204–205
Pacific Glory (Deutermann), 121
The Painter from Shanghai (Epstein), 

108–109
Pompeii (Harris), 34–35
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 122

Roma: The Novel of Ancient Rome 
(Saylor), 80–81

Saxon Stories (Cornwell), 139
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 198–199
The Time in Between (Dueñas), 121
Valley Forge (Gingrich), 119
See also page-turner

feminist
Avalon series (Bradley), 201–202
The Dovekeepers (Hoffman), 168–169
The Last Empress (Min), 89

first person narrative
The Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen 

(James), 111
The Memoirs of Mary, Queen of Scots 

(Erickson), 104
flow charts, reading, 215, 216
form-based readers’ advisory, 215, 217, 

257–262
frame

appeal terms regarding, 9
fun

Etta (Kolpan), 112–113
funny. See humorous

G
genre blends, 179–180
gory

Gettysburg trilogy (Gingrich), 202
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

120, 128
See also violent

Great Depression
Bucking the Sun (Doig), 127
Jim, the Boy (Earley), 126
Stormy Weather (Jiles), 127
The Wettest County in the World 

(Bondurant), 126
grim

Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 
78–79

gritty
The Confession of Katherine Howard 

(Dunn), 103
The Conqueror: A Novel of Kublai Khan 

(Iggulden), 88–89
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gritty (cont.)

Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the 
Battle of Thermopylae (Pressfield), 
32–33

The Last Kingdom (Cornwell), 36
Lionheart (Penman), 94–95
The Maid: A Novel of Joan of Arc 

(Cutter), 95–96
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
Moloka’i (Brennert), 128–129
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

128
Nathaniel Drinkwater series 

(Woodman), 183–184
Saxon Stories (Cornwell), 139
The Sisters Brothers (deWitt), 188–189
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31
Stormy Weather (Jiles), 127
Valley Forge (Gingrich), 119

gruesome
The Company of Liars (Maitland), 128
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

120
Valley Forge (Gingrich), 119
See also violent

H
hard boiled

Bernhard Gunther mysteries (Kerr), 
191–192

The Silver Pigs (Davis), 190–191
Harlem Renaissance, 144
haunting

Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
The Dovekeepers (Hoffman), 168–169
Half of a Yellow Sun (Adichie), 58
The Living (Dillard), 136
Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
Mudbound (Jordan), 132
The Poisonwood Bible (Kingsolver), 59
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
The River Wife (Agee), 131
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123

The Voyage of the Short Serpent (du 
Boucheron), 79–80

Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague 
(Brooks), 42–43

heart wrenching
Doc (Russell), 113
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 125
The Maid: A Novel of Joan of Arc 

(Cutter), 95–96
Moloka’i (Brennert), 128–129
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

120
heartwarming

Love Comes Softly (Oke), 166–167
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
The Well and the Mine (Phillips), 60
The Whistling Season (Doig), 62, 136

historical fantasy, 199–200
historical fiction

appeal of, 8–10
benchmark authors of, 5–7
history of, 1–2
organizing, 10–11
subgenres of, 13
twentieth-century authors of, 2–4

historical mysteries, 189–196
homespun

Jim, the Boy (Earley), 126
Love Comes Softly (Oke), 166–167
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 135
True Sisters (Dallas), 136
The Whistling Season (Doig), 136

humorous, 212–213
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 

and Clay (Chabon), 171
Doc (Russell), 113
Flight (Alexie), 154
The Help (Stockett), 53–54
The March (Doctorow), 120
The Sisters Brothers (deWitt),  

188–189
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 135
Tipping the Velvet (Waters), 174–175
An Unfinished Season (Just), 135
West of Here (Evison), 62–64
The Whistling Season (Doig), 62
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I
immediacy

The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 
33–34

The Fruit of Her Hands (Cameron), 
169–170

The September Queen (Bagwell), 
197–198

Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208
immersive

Agincourt (Cornwell), 39
Bound (Gunning), 133
Corrag (Fletcher), 125
Dreams of Joy (See), 72–73
Fall of Giants (Follett), 51–52
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

92–93
The Fort: A Novel of the Revolutionary 

War (Cornwell), 43–44
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 44, 125
An Imperfect Lens (Roiphe), 130
In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 

159–160
The Last Kingdom (Cornwell), 36
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
People of the Wolf (Gear and Gear), 30
The Rebellion of Jane Clarke (Gunning), 

119
Remarkable Creatures (Chevalier), 

129–130
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 52–53, 122
Rose of York trilogy (Worth), 140
The Whiskey Rebels (Liss), 45

insightful
Doc (Russell), 113
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

92–93
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 

Company (Hall), 48
The Last Wife of Henry VIII (Erickson), 

103–104
Lionheart (Penman), 94–95
The Secret Bride: In the Court of Henry 

VIII (Haeger), 98–99
inspirational

Love Comes Softly (Oke), 166–167

The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague 

(Brooks), 42–43
intriguing

The Confessions of Catherine de Medici 
(Gortner), 105

Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88
The Painter from Shanghai (Epstein), 

108–109
“it” books, 238

J
jargon filled

Master and Commander (O’Brian), 
182–183

Jewish historical fiction, 167–172

K
King Arthur, 200–202

L
language, appeal terms regarding, 9
Latin America

Conquistadora (Santiago), 68–69
Invisible Mountain (de Robertis), 

67–68
The Long Song (Levy), 66–67
The War of the End of the World 

(Vargas Llosa), 69
Latino and Latin American historical 

fiction, 157–161
learning from historical fiction, 137
leisurely

Avalon series (Bradley), 201–202
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
The Boleyn Inheritance (Gregory), 

102–103
The Confession of Katherine Howard 

(Dunn), 103
Corrag (Fletcher), 125
The Day the Falls Stood Still 

(Buchanan), 61
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

33–34
The Given Day (Lehane), 133
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leisurely (cont.)

In the Shadow of the Cypress 
(Steinbeck), 150

In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 
159–160

Inés of My Soul (Allende), 157–158
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 

205–206
The Lacuna (Kingsolver), 158–159
The Living (Dillard), 136
Maisie Dobbs novels (Winspear), 

195–196
Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72
New York (Rutherford), 134
The Other Boleyn Girl (Gregory), 

86–87
Patriot Hearts (Hambly), 119
A Plague of Doves (Erdrich), 156–157
Remarkable Creatures (Chevalier), 

129–130
The Republic of Vengeance (Waters), 

175–176
Sarai (Smith), 164–165
The Well and the Mine (Phillips), 60
When Christ and His Saints Slept 

(Penman), 37–38
The Whistling Season (Doig), 62, 136
The White Queen (Gregory), 96–97
Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 41

leisurely paced
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200

LGBT and nontraditional gender 
identity historical fiction, 173–176

library websites, 229–230
literary

Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
Charlotte and Emily: A Novel of the 

Brontës (Morgan), 110
The Given Day (Lehane), 133
Half of a Yellow Sun (Adichie), 58
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 125
An Imperfect Lens (Roiphe), 130
The Last Witchfinder (Morrow), 125
Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123

Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
The Sisters Brothers (deWitt), 188–189
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 135
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123

location/place, 55–56. See also strong 
sense of place

lush
Abundance: A Novel of Marie 

Antoinette (Naslund), 105–106
Caleb’s Crossing (Brooks), 154–155
Claude and Camille (Cowell), 108
Cleopatra’s Daughter (Moran), 93
Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
The Lieutenant (Grenville), 76–77
The Religion (Willocks), 81–82
Tipping the Velvet (Waters), 174–175

lyrical
All Other Nights (Horn), 120
All the Pretty Horses (McCarthy), 

186–187
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
The Blood of Flowers (Amirrezvani), 

70–71
Bucking the Sun (Doig), 127
Caleb’s Crossing (Brooks), 154–155
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (Rice), 

165–166
Corrag (Fletcher), 125
Dreams of Joy (See), 72–73
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 125
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 

Company (Hall), 48
In the Shadow of the Cypress 

(Steinbeck), 150
Inés of My Soul (Allende), 157–158
Invisible Mountain (de Robertis), 67–68
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 

205–206
Jim, the Boy (Earley), 126
A Lesson before Dying (Gaines), 

146–147
The Lieutenant (Grenville), 76–77
The Living (Dillard), 136
The Long Song (Levy), 66–67
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

120, 128
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The Poisonwood Bible (Kingsolver), 59
The Quickening (Hoover), 134
The Republic of Vengeance (Waters), 

175–176
The River Wife (Agee), 131
Shanghai Girls (See), 150–151
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 78–79
Some Sing, Some Cry (Shange), 146
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 58
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
The Whistling Season (Doig), 62, 136

M
magical realism, 65–66

Flight (Alexie), 154
Fool’s Crow (Welch), 155–156
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 58

marketing the collection, 221–222
medicine, history of

The Company of Liars (Maitland), 128
A Fierce Radiance (Belfer), 129
Moloka’i (Brennert), 128–129
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

128
melancholy

Baker Towers (Haigh), 133
Middle Ages

The Last Kingdom (Cornwell), 36
The Pillars of the Earth (Follett), 36–37
When Christ and His Saints Slept 

(Penman), 37–38
Middle East

The Blood of Flowers (Amirrezvani), 
70–71

mind mapping, 18, 209
mood

appeal terms regarding, 10
moody

Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the 
Battle of Thermopylae (Pressfield), 
32–33

The Lacuna (Kingsolver), 158–159
Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88
The Rebellion of Jane Clarke (Gunning), 

119
William Monk and Hester Latterly 

mysteries (Perry), 192–193

moving
Abundance: A Novel of Marie 

Antoinette (Naslund), 105–106
The All-True Travels and Adventures of 

Lidie Newton (Smiley), 185–186
Baker Towers (Haigh), 133
The Ballad of Tom Dooley (McCrumb), 

113–114
Bound (Gunning), 133
Charlotte and Emily: A Novel of the 

Brontës (Morgan), 110
Claude and Camille (Cowell), 108
Doc (Russell), 113
The Dovekeepers (Hoffman), 168–169
Dreams of Joy (See), 72–73
Fool’s Crow (Welch), 155–156
Gratitude (Kertes), 172
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 44
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

(Ford), 151–152
Invisible Mountain (de Robertis), 

67–68
The King’s Daughter: A Novel of the 

First Tudor Queen (Worth), 97–98
A Lesson before Dying (Gaines), 

146–147
The Long Song (Levy), 66–67
The Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen 

(James), 111
The March (Doctorow), 46–47, 120
Mudbound (Jordan), 132
Pacific Glory (Deutermann), 121
A Plague of Doves (Erdrich), 156–157
The Postmistress (Blake), 50–51
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
Shanghai Girls (See), 150–151
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 

78–79
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123
True Sisters (Dallas), 136
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
Wilderness series (Donati),  

207–208
multiple perspectives

Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
The Dovekeepers (Hoffman), 168–169
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mystical
Avalon series (Bradley), 201–202
Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65

N
Napoleonic Wars, 181–184
Native American historical fiction, 

152–157
New York

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 
and Clay (Chabon), 63

Among the Wonderful (Carlson), 63
Call It Sleep (Roth), 63
The Chosen (Potok), 63
City of Dreams (Swerling), 63
City of Promise (Swerling), 63
Diamond Ruby (Wallace), 63
East Side Story (Auchincloss), 63
Elizabeth Street (Fabiano), 63
The Godfather (Puzo), 63
The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald), 63
Heir to the Glimmering World  

(Ozick), 63
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets  

(Crane), 63
Manhattan Transfer (Dos Passos), 63
Martin Dressler (Millhauser), 63
Morningside Heights (Mendelson), 63
New York (Rutherford), 63
Rules of Civility (Towles), 63
A Star Called Henry (Doyle), 63
The Street (Petry), 63
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn (Smith), 63
World’s Fair (Doctorow), 63

nineteenth century
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 

Company (Hall), 48
The March (Doctorow), 46–47
Sea of Poppies (Ghosh), 47–48

North America
Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
The Day the Falls Stood Still 

(Buchanan), 61
The Well and the Mine (Phillips),  

60–61
West of Here (Evison), 62–64
The Whistling Season (Doig), 62

nostalgic
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
Bucking the Sun (Doig), 127
The Day the Falls Stood Still 

(Buchanan), 61
Jim, the Boy (Earley), 126
The Whistling Season (Doig), 136

O
offbeat

Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130
online resources, 226–237
online services, 213–214, 223–225
outreach, 222–225

P
pace

appeal terms regarding, 10
page turner

The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 
92–93

Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
The Maid: A Novel of Joan of Arc 

(Cutter), 95–96
See also compulsively readable; fast 

paced
Paris

Abundance: A Novel of Marie 
Antoinette (Naslund), 77

An American in Paris (Vandenburg), 77
April in Paris (Wallner), 77
The Book of Salt (Truong), 77
City of Darkness, City of Light  

(Piercy), 77
The Coral Thief (Stott), 77
The Last Time I Saw Paris (Sheene), 77
Les Misérables (Hugo), 77
Lydia Cassatt Reading the Morning 

Paper (Chessman), 77
Paris (Rutherford), 77
Paris (Zola), 77
The Paris Wife (McClain), 77
Pictures at an Exhibition 

(Houghteling), 77
A Place of Great Safety (Mantel), 77
The Scarlet Pimpernel (Orczy), 77
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The Secret Life of Josephine: Napoleon’s 
Bird of Paradise (Erickson), 77

A Sentimental Education (Flaubert), 77
A Tale of Two Cities (Dickens), 77
The Three Musketeers (Dumas), 77

personal reading plans, 237–243
picaresque

The All-True Travels and Adventures of 
Lidie Newton (Smiley), 185–186

Outlander (Adamson), 187
Sea of Poppies (Ghosh), 47

place/location, 55–56. See also strong 
sense of place

plot
appeal terms regarding, 10

plot driven
Gettysburg trilogy (Gingrich), 202
The Hangman’s Daughter (Pötzsch), 

124–125
In the Shadow of the Cypress 

(Steinbeck), 150
Mudbound (Jordan), 132
New York (Rutherford), 134
The Pillars of the Earth (Follett),  

36–37
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
The Religion (Willocks), 81–82
The Whiskey Rebels (Liss), 45

poignant
Bucking the Sun (Doig), 0
In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 

159–160
The King’s Daughter: A Novel of the 

First Tudor Queen (Worth), 97–98
The Lotus Eaters (Soli), 124
Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130
On Agate Hill (Smith), 132
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
An Unfinished Season (Just), 135
The Well and the Mine (Phillips), 60
The Whistling Season (Doig), 136

prehistory
The Clan of the Cave Bear (Auel), 29
People of the Wolf (Gear and Gear), 30
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31

print resources, 225–226
programs, 222–225

R
read-arounds, 22–23
reader preferences, exploring, 15–18
reading flow charts, 215, 216
reading maps, 18–25, 209
reading profiles, 215, 217
reflective

Jim, the Boy (Earley), 126
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
Remarkable Creatures (Chevalier), 

129–130
regional historical fiction, 213

Baker Towers (Haigh), 133
Bound (Gunning), 133
The Given Day (Lehane), 133
Heyday (Anderson), 135
The Living (Dillard), 136
Mudbound (Jordan), 132
New York (Rutherford), 134
On Agate Hill (Smith), 132
The Quickening (Hoover), 134
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
The River Wife (Agee), 131
A Season of Fire and Ice (Zimpel), 134
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 135
True Sisters (Dallas), 136
An Unfinished Season (Just), 135
The Whistling Season (Doig), 136

Renaissance
Agincourt (Cornwell), 39
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 40–41

resources for RA, 225–237
reviews, 232–233
romantic

Amelia Peabody mysteries (Peters), 
193–194

At the Mercy of the Queen: A Novel of 
Anne Boleyn (Barnhill), 101

Avalon series (Bradley), 201–202
The Ballad of Tom Dooley (McCrumb), 

113–114
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
The Boleyn Inheritance (Gregory), 

102–103
Claude and Camille (Cowell), 108
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romantic (cont.)

The Constant Princess (Gregory), 100
The Day the Falls Stood Still 

(Buchanan), 61
Etta (Kolpan), 112–113
The Favored Queen: A Novel of Henry 

VIII’s Third Wife (Erickson), 
101–102

A Fierce Radiance (Belfer), 129
Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
Heyday (Anderson), 135
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

(Ford), 151–152
An Imperfect Lens (Roiphe), 130
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 

205–206
The Last Wife of Henry VIII (Erickson), 

103–104
The Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen 

(James), 111
Love Comes Softly (Oke), 166–167
Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88
The Other Boleyn Girl (Gregory), 86–87
Outlander series (Gabaldon), 204–205
Pacific Glory (Deutermann), 121
People of the Wolf (Gear and Gear), 30
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
The Postmistress (Blake), 50–51
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
The River Wife (Agee), 131
Rose of York trilogy (Worth), 140
The Secret Bride: In the Court of Henry 

VIII (Haeger), 98–99
The Silver Pigs (Davis), 190–191
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 198–199
The Time in Between (Dueñas), 121
To Be Queen: A Novel of the Early Life of 

Eleanor of Aquitaine (English), 94
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
The White Queen (Gregory), 96–97
The Widow of the South (Hicks), 121
Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208

romantic historical fiction, 197–199

S
science, history of

An Imperfect Lens (Roiphe), 130

Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
Remarkable Creatures (Chevalier), 

129–130
sea stories, 181–184
sensual

Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 
160

The Blood of Flowers (Amirrezvani), 
70–71

Conquistadora (Santiago), 68–69
Eve: A Novel of the First Woman 

(Elliott), 162–163
setting

appeal terms regarding, 9
See also strong sense of place

shelf talkers, 223
skills, honing, 11–12, 25, 180–181, 

212–213
slavery, 144
social media, 223–225, 239
sophisticated language

Sea of Poppies (Ghosh), 47
spare

Gratitude (Kertes), 172
The Memoirs of Mary, Queen of Scots 

(Erickson), 104
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123

speed-reading, 238, 245–247
stark

The Quickening (Hoover), 134
steamy

At the Mercy of the Queen: A Novel of 
Anne Boleyn (Barnhill), 101

Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 
160

The Blood of Flowers (Amirrezvani), 
70–71

The Clan of the Cave Bear (Auel), 29
The Confession of Katherine Howard 

(Dunn), 103
The Religion (Willocks), 81–82
The September Queen (Bagwell), 

197–198
Tipping the Velvet (Waters), 174–175

story
appeal terms regarding, 10
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storytelling style
Conquistadora (Santiago), 68–69
Etta (Kolpan), 112–113
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

33–34, 92–93
The Last Jew (Gordon), 170–171
The Lieutenant (Grenville), 76–77
Master Georgie (Bainbridge), 173–174
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
The Quickening (Hoover), 134
The Whistling Season (Doig), 62

strong sense of place
Baker Towers (Haigh), 133
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
Bucking the Sun (Doig), 127
Charlotte and Emily: A Novel of the 

Brontës (Morgan), 110
Cleopatra’s Daughter (Moran), 93
Conquistadora (Santiago), 68–69
Corrag (Fletcher), 125
The Day the Falls Stood Still 

(Buchanan), 61
Deep Creek (Hand), 149
Doc (Russell), 113
The Hangman’s Daughter (Pötzsch), 

124–125
In the Shadow of the Cypress 

(Steinbeck), 150
Jim, the Boy (Earley), 126
The Lacuna (Kingsolver), 158–159
The Lieutenant (Grenville), 76–77
The Living (Dillard), 136
Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72
Master Georgie (Bainbridge), 173–174
Moloka’i (Brennert), 128–129
Mudbound (Jordan), 132
New York (Rutherford), 134
On Agate Hill (Smith), 132
The Quickening (Hoover), 134
Remarkable Creatures (Chevalier), 

129–130
The River Wife (Agee), 131
Roma: The Novel of Ancient Rome 

(Saylor), 80–81
Sarai (Smith), 164–165

A Season of Fire and Ice (Zimpel), 134
Stormy Weather (Jiles), 127
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 198–199
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 135
Tipping the Velvet (Waters), 174–175
To Be Queen: A Novel of the Early  

Life of Eleanor of Aquitaine 
(English), 94

Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
The Voyage of the Short Serpent (du 

Boucheron), 79–80
The Well and the Mine (Phillips), 60
West of Here (Evison), 62–64
The Wettest County in the World 

(Bondurant), 126
The Whistling Season (Doig), 62, 136
Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208
William Monk and Hester Latterly 

mysteries (Perry), 192–193
The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine 

the Great (Stachniak), 106–107
style

appeal terms regarding, 9
surreal

Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200
suspenseful

Abundance: A Novel of Marie 
Antoinette (Naslund), 105–106

All Other Nights (Horn), 120
The Boleyn Inheritance (Gregory), 

102–103
Bound (Gunning), 133
City of Thieves (Benioff), 49–50
The Company of Liars (Maitland), 128
The Constant Princess (Gregory), 100
Deep Creek (Hand), 149
The Dovekeepers (Hoffman), 168–169
The Favored Queen: A Novel of Henry 

VIII’s Third Wife (Erickson), 
101–102

A Fierce Radiance (Belfer), 129
Fool’s Crow (Welch), 155–156
Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the 

Battle of Thermopylae (Pressfield), 
32–33

Georgian Saga (Plaidy), 141
Gratitude (Kertes), 172
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suspenseful (cont.)

The Hangman’s Daughter (Pötzsch), 
124–125

Heyday (Anderson), 135
In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 

159–160
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 

205–206
Killing Rommel (Pressfield), 122
The Last Jew (Gordon), 170–171
The Last Kingdom (Cornwell), 36
A Lesson before Dying (Gaines), 

146–147
The Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen 

(James), 111
The Lotus Eaters (Soli), 124
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
The Memoirs of Mary, Queen of Scots 

(Erickson), 104
Norman Trilogy (Plaidy), 139
Outlander series (Gabaldon), 204–205
Pacific Glory (Deutermann), 121
Plantagenet Saga (Plaidy), 139–140
Pompeii (Harris), 34–35
The Postmistress (Blake), 50–51
Queen Victoria novels (Plaidy), 141
Queens of England series (Plaidy), 

138–139
The Quick and the Dead (Eickhoff), 

123–124
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
The Rebellion of Jane Clarke (Gunning), 

119
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 52–53
Rose of York trilogy (Worth), 140
Sano Ichiro mysteries (Rowland), 

194–195
Saxon Stories (Cornwell), 139
Sea of Poppies (Ghosh), 47
The Secret Bride: In the Court of Henry 

VIII (Haeger), 98–99
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 

78–79
Some Sing, Some Cry (Shange), 146
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31
Stuart Saga (Plaidy), 140–141

The Time in Between (Dueñas), 121
Tudor series (Plaidy), 140
Valley Forge (Gingrich), 119
Wench (Perkins-Valdez, Dolen), 145
The Wettest County in the World 

(Bondurant), 126
The Whiskey Rebels (Liss), 45
The White Queen (Gregory), 96–97
The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine 

the Great (Stachniak), 106–107
swashbuckling

Nathaniel Drinkwater series 
(Woodman), 183–184

The Religion (Willocks), 81–82

T
taut

My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 
120

thought provoking
Alexander the Great trilogy 

(Renault), 91–92
The All-True Travels and Adventures of 

Lidie Newton (Smiley), 185–186
Beautiful María of My Soul (Hijuelos), 

160
Caleb’s Crossing (Brooks), 154–155
Claude and Camille (Cowell), 108
The Confessions of Catherine de Medici 

(Gortner), 105
Deep Creek (Hand), 149
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

33–34
Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the 

Battle of Thermopylae (Pressfield), 
32–33

I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 
Company (Hall), 48

In the Shadow of the Cypress 
(Steinbeck), 150

Inés of My Soul (Allende), 157–158
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 

205–206
The Lacuna (Kingsolver), 158–159
The Last Witchfinder (Morrow), 125
A Lesson before Dying (Gaines), 

146–147
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A Plague of Doves (Erdrich), 156–157
The Quick and the Dead (Eickhoff), 

123–124
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 52–53
Sinners and the Sea: The Untold  

Story of Noah’s Wife (Kanner), 
163–164

The Sisters Brothers (deWitt), 188–189
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 58
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123
An Unfinished Season (Just), 135
Wanting (Flanagan), 75–76
The War of the End of the World 

(Vargas Llosa), 69
Wench (Perkins-Valdez, Dolen), 145
West of Here (Evison), 62–64
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 41

time periods
Age of Enlightenment, 41–45
ancient world, 31–35
Middle Ages, 35–38
nineteenth century, 45–48
overview of, 27–28
prehistory, 28–31
Renaissance, 38–41
twentieth century, 49–54

time sweep, 205–206
West of Here (Evison), 62–64

time travel, 203–205
tone, 15

appeal terms regarding, 10
topical historical fiction, 117–118
tracking reading, 239–240
twentieth century

City of Thieves (Benioff), 49–50
Fall of Giants (Follett), 51–52
The Help (Stockett), 53–54
The Postmistress (Blake), 50–51
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 52–53

Twitter, 223

U
upbeat

In the Shadow of the Cypress 
(Steinbeck), 150

Maisie Dobbs novels (Winspear), 
195–196

V
Vietnam War

The Lotus Eaters (Soli), 124
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
The Quick and the Dead (Eickhoff), 

123–124
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123

violent
The Ballad of Tom Dooley (McCrumb), 

113–114
The Conqueror: A Novel of Kublai Khan 

(Iggulden), 88–89
Deep Creek (Hand), 149
The Fort: A Novel of the Revolutionary 

War (Cornwell), 43–44
Gettysburg trilogy (Gingrich), 202
Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
The Maid: A Novel of Joan of Arc 

(Cutter), 95–96
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
The Poisonwood Bible (Kingsolver), 59
The Power of One (Courtenay), 57
Rainwater (Brown), 131–132
The Religion (Willocks), 81–82
The River Wife (Agee), 131
The Sisters Brothers (deWitt), 188–189
The War of the End of the World 

(Vargas Llosa), 69
See also gory; gruesome

virtual services, 213–214

W
war, 117–118
well researched

Abundance: A Novel of Marie 
Antoinette (Naslund), 105–106

Alexander the Great trilogy 
(Renault), 91–92

The Ballad of Tom Dooley (McCrumb), 
113–114

Caleb’s Crossing (Brooks), 154–155
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (Rice), 

165–166
The Confessions of Catherine de Medici 

(Gortner), 105
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92–93
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War (Cornwell), 43–44
Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the 

Battle of Thermopylae (Pressfield), 
32–33

Heyday (Anderson), 135
The King’s Daughter: A Novel of the 

First Tudor Queen (Worth), 97–98
The Last Empress (Min), 89
The Last Witchfinder (Morrow), 125
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The Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen 
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Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88
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119
The Religion (Willocks), 81–82
The Time in Between (Dueñas), 121
The Widow of the South (Hicks), 121

well developed characters
Abundance: A Novel of Marie 

Antoinette (Naslund), 105–106
Agincourt (Cornwell), 39
Charlotte and Emily: A Novel of the 

Brontës (Morgan), 110
Cleopatra’s Daughter (Moran), 93
The First Man in Rome (McCullough), 

33–34, 92–93
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 44
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 

Company (Hall), 48
The Last Jew (Gordon), 170–171
The March (Doctorow), 46–47
Nathaniel Drinkwater series 

(Woodman), 183–184
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
The Other Boleyn Girl (Gregory), 

86–87
Patriot Hearts (Hambly), 119

People of the Wolf (Gear and Gear), 30
The Pillars of the Earth (Follett), 36–37
The Postmistress (Blake), 50–51
Rise to Rebellion: A Novel of the 

American Revolution (Shaara), 118
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 52–53
Shanghai Girls (See), 150–151
Sinners and the Sea: The Untold Story of 

Noah’s Wife (Kanner), 163–164
To Be Queen: A Novel of the Early Life of 

Eleanor of Aquitaine (English), 94
The War of the End of the World 

(Vargas Llosa), 69
When Christ and His Saints Slept 

(Penman), 37–38
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 41
See also character driven

well drawn characters
The Whiskey Rebels (Liss), 45

West, historical fiction set in, 184–189
whole-collection readers’ advisory, 137, 

209–219
witchcraft

Corrag (Fletcher), 125
The Hangman’s Daughter (Pötzsch), 

124–125
The Heretic’s Daughter (Kent), 125
The Last Witchfinder (Morrow), 125

witty
Amelia Peabody mysteries (Peters), 

193–194
Bernhard Gunther mysteries (Kerr), 

191–192
Bucking the Sun (Doig), 127
Flight (Alexie), 154
The Last Witchfinder (Morrow), 125
The Long Song (Levy), 66–67
The Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen 

(James), 111
The March (Doctorow), 46–47
Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
The September Queen (Bagwell), 

197–198
West of Here (Evison), 62–64
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 41
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World War II
Killing Rommel (Pressfield), 122
Pacific Glory (Deutermann), 121
The Rising Tide (Shaara), 122
Skeletons at the Feast (Bohjalian), 78–79
The Time in Between (Dueñas), 121
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All-True Travels and Adventures of Lidie 

Newton, The (Smiley), 185–186
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193–194

American by Blood (Huebner), 157
Amirrezvani, Anita, 70–71, 242
Ancient Egypt series (Moran), 80, 93
And Only to Deceive (Alexander), 194
And the Mountains Echoed (Hosseini),  

238
Anderson, Kurt, 135
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Angel with One Hundred Wings, The 
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Angle of Repose (Stegner), 251, 255
Anton, Maggie, 169–170
Any Approaching Enemy (Worrall), 184
Anything for Billy (McMurtry), 74
Appelfeld, Aharon, 235
Archer, Jeffrey, 208
Archer’s Tale, The (Cornwell), 17
ARRT Popular Fiction List, 237
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Atlas of Impossible Longing, An (Roy), 253
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Attila: The Judgement (Napier), 89
Attila: The Scourge of God (Napier), 89
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(George), 41
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Ball, John, 81
Ball, Margaret, 94
Ballad of Tom Dooley, The (McCrumb), 

113–114
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Bastard King, The (Plaidy), 139
Battle Won (Russell), 183
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70, 206
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Bitter Truth, A (Todd), 196
Black Caucus of the American Library 

Association Awards, 234
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Blake, Sarah, 50–51
Blogging for a Good Book, 214
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70–71, 242
Bloodroot (Greene), 64–65
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Bohjalian, Christopher, 78–79, 242, 251
Boleyn Inheritance, The (Gregory), 

102–103
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Bondswoman’s Narrative, The (Crafts), 144
Bondurant, Matt, 126
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich, 21
Book Group Buzz blog, 233
Book Lust (Pearl), xiv, 10–11
Book of Night Women, The (James), 66
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BookBrowse, 232–233
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BookPage, 233
Books and Authors, 227–228
Border Trilogy (McCarthy), 212
Borgia Duet (Plaidy), 3
Bostonians, The (James), 255
Boudica series (Scott), 34, 96
Bound (Gunning), 133
Boundless Deep, The (Brallier), 199
Boyden, Joseph, 155
Boyle, T. C., 88, 252
Bradford, Richard, 50, 62, 181
Bradley, Marion Zimmer, 31, 201–202, 

243
Bread and Dreams (Ceely), 198–200
Brennert, Alan, 128–129
Brides, The (Gist), 162
Bridge of Scarlet Leaves (McMorris), 152
Bright’s Passage (Ritter), 252
Bring Down the Sun (Tarr), 91
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Broken Paradise (Samartin), 161
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Brown, Sandra, 131–132
Buchanan, Cathy Marie, 61
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Buddha in the Attic, The (Otsuka), 254
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Burning Land, The (Cornwell), 88–89
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Byers, Michael, 130–131
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C
Cailiffs of Baghdad, Georgia, The 
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Cairo Trilogy (Mahfouz), 70, 255
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Call It Sleep (Roth), 168
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Reverte), 81–82
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Captive Queen, The (Weir), 94
Card, Orson Scott, 165
Carey, Peter, 74–75, 112
Carr, Philippa, 3
Carter, Forrest, 153
Carter, Jimmy, 44
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Catastrophist, The (Bennett), 59
Cather, Willa, 142, 255
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Ceely, Jonatha, 198–200
Celestials, The (Shepard), 149
Century trilogy (Follett), 51
Ceremony (Silko), 153
Chabon, Michael, 107, 171, 202, 243, 250
Chadwick, Elizabeth, 37–38
Chain of Thunder, A (Shaara), 7
Chalice, The (Bilyeau), 162
Chance, Megan, 44
Change and Cherish series (Kirkpatrick), 

166
Charles Edgemont novels (Worrall), 184
Charles Hayden novels (Russell), 183
Charlotte and Emily: A Novel of the Brontës 

(Morgan), 110
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Chase-Riboud, Barbara, 45
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Cities of the Plain (McCarthy), 187
City of Ash (Chance), 213
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Crown, The (Bilyeau), 162
Crown of Dust (Volmer), 186
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Crystal Cave, The (Stewart), 181, 201
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DiSclafani, Anton, 251
Distant Mirror, A (Tuchman), 37
Doc (Russell), 113, 188–189
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Gray, Francine du Plessix, 106
Gray, Juliana, 180
Great Divorce, The: A Dream (Lewis), 167
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Greenlanders, The (Smiley), 78
Greenwood, Kerry, 189, 243
Gregory, Philippa, 6, 12, 25, 38, 41, 86, 

86–87, 100, 102–103, 104, 114, 137, 
180, 221, 241
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Grey, Zane, 184
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Gulliver’s Travels (Swift), 73
Gunman’s Rhapsody (Parker), 74–75, 113
Gunning, Sally, 45, 119, 133
Guns of the South, The (Turtledove), 203
Guterson, David, 60
Guthrie, A. B., 255
Gwenhwyfar: The White Spirit (Lackey), 
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Gypson, Katherine, 231
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Haeger, Diane, 87, 98–99, 103
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Half Broke Horses (Walls), 243
Half of a Yellow Sun (Adichie), 58
Hall, Brian, 48, 251
Hall, Radclyffe, 173
Halter, Marek, 165
Hambly, Barbara, 119
Hand, Dana, 149
Hangman’s Daughter, The (Pötzsch), 

124–125
Haque Family trilogy (Ali), 206
Hardy, Thomas, 255
Harrigan, Stephen, 186, 235
Harris, Joanne, 253
Harris, Robert, 28, 34–35
Harrod-Eagles, Cynthia, 80–81, 207–208
Haruf, Kent, 250
Havah: The Story of Eve (Lee), 163
Hawaii (Michener), 31, 59, 205
Hawthorne, Nathaniel, 255
Healing, The (Odell), 143
Heart of a Lion (Morris), 164
Heart of Darkness (Conrad), 59, 182, 252, 

255
Heart of the Lion, The (Plaidy), 95
Hearts of Horses, The (Gloss), 242
Heat and Dust (Jhabvala), 255
Heaven Tree Trilogy, The (Peters), 37
Hegi, Ursula, 24, 49
Helen of Troy (George), 90–91
Help, The (Stockett), 53–54, 117, 143, 212
Hemingway, Ernest, 182
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Henry II series (Penman), 17, 35
Henry V (Shakespeare), 17, 39
Herald, Diana Tixier, 225
Here Be Dragons (Penman), 35
Heretic, The (Weinstein), 170
Heretic Queen, The (Moran), 80
Heretic’s Daughter, The (Kent), 44, 125, 

242
Heretic’s Wife, The (Vantrease), 240
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Hidden Diary of Marie Antoinette, The 
(Erickson), 106

Higginbotham, Susan, 97
High Wind in Jamaica, A (Hughes), 181
Hijuelos, Óscar, 160–161
Hill, Lawrence, 242
Hillenbrand, Laura, 211, 251
Historical Fiction II: A Guide to the Genre 

(Johnson), xiii, 10, 225
Historical Fiction Notebook, 231–232
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Historical Novel Society International 

Award, 234
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XII (Cornwell), 21
Hitler’s War (Turtledove), 181
Hoffman, Alice, 168–169
Holland, Cecelia, 31, 36, 94, 95, 137
Hollands, Neil, 215, 217, 218
Holmes, Marjorie, 167
Holt, Victoria, 3
Holy Thief, The (Ryan), 192
Homecoming (Schlink), 253
Homer and Langley (Doctorow), 250
Hooper, Brad, xiv
Hoover, Michelle, 134
Horan, Nancy, 87–88, 252
Horatio Hornblower series (Forester), 

183
Horch, Daniel, 40
Horn, Dara, 120
Hornet’s Nest, The (Carter), 44
Horse Goddess, The (Llywelyn), 30
Hosseini, Khaled, 238
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

(Ford), 21, 151–152, 213
Hound of the Baskervilles, The (Doyle), 189
House at Tyneford, The (Solomons), 198
House Made of Dawn (Momaday), 153
House of the Spirits, The (Allende),  

65–66, 67
How to Tame Your Duke (Gray), 180
Howarth, William. See Hand, Dana
Hoyt, Elizabeth, 235
Hugo, Victor, 255

Hummingbird’s Daughter, The (Urrea), 66
Hundred Secret Senses, The (Tan), 150
Hunter, Seth, 184
Hurston, Zora Neale, 255

I
I, Claudius (Graves), 28, 34, 254
I, Quantrill (McCoy), 114
I Am Forbidden (Markovits), 236
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 

Company (Hall), 48, 155, 251
Iggulden, Conn, 86, 88–89, 92–93, 114, 

137, 242
Illuminator, The (Vantrease), 37, 161
Immigrants, The (Fast), 3
Immigrants series (Fast), 3
Impeachment of Abraham Lincoln, The 

(Carter), 202
Imperfect Lens, An (Roiphe), 130
Imperial Women (Buck), 254
Imperium (Harris), 28
Impressionist, The (Kunzru), 148
In the Company of the Courtesan (Dunant), 

6, 40, 241
In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an 

American Family in Hitler’s Berlin 
(Larson), 210, 211, 251

In the Memory of the Forest (Powers), 21
In the Shadow of the Crown (Plaidy), 138
In the Shadow of the Cypress (Steinbeck), 

150
In the Time of the Butterflies (Alvarez), 67, 

159–160, 242
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Jacobs), 

144
Indian Clerk, The (Leavitt), 175, 254
Inés of My Soul (Allende), 68, 157–158
Inferno (Brown), 238
Infinity in the Palm of Her Hand (Belli), 

163
Inhabited Woman, The (Belli), 69
Inheritance (Chang), 151
Innocent Traitor (Weir), 83
Instance of Fingerpost, An (Banks), 243
Into the Wilderness (Donati), 207, 243
Investigations of Captain Korolev 

(Ryan), 192
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Invisible Bridge (Orringer), 21–22, 25, 172
Invisible Man (Ellison), 144
Invisible Mountain, The (De Robertis), 

67–68, 159
Ironfire (Ball), 81
Ishiguro, Kazuo, 72–73
Islam Quintet series, The (Ali), 205–206
Italian Woman, The (Plaidy), 105
Ivanhoe (Scott), 1–2

J
Jade del Cameron mysteries (Arruda), 

196
Jakes, John, 47, 52
James, Henry, 255
James, Syrie, 111
James Fenimore Cooper Award, 235
Janissary Tree, The (Goodwin), 194
Japrisot, Sebastian, 250
Jesus Chronicles (LaHaye), 165
Jewett, Sarah Orne, 142, 181
Jhabvala, Ruth Prawer, 255
Jiles, Paulette, 127
Jim, the Boy (Earley), 60, 126, 251
Joan: The Mysterious Life of the Heretic 

Who Became a Saint (Spoto), 96
Joheved (Anton), 169
Johnny Got His Gun (Trumbo), 255
Johns, Linda, 223–225
John’s Story: The Last Eyewitness 

(LaHaye), 165, 242
Johnson, Arleigh, 231
Johnson, Charles, 48
Johnson, Denis, 123, 252
Johnson, Sarah, xiii, 10, 225, 232
Jones, Ben, 251
Jordan, Hillary, 132, 242
Joshua (Girzone), 167
Journey in Blue (Dalager), 254
Just, Ward, 135, 242
Just Jane (Moser), 111
Justin de Quincy mysteries (Penman), 

179
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Kadare, Ismail, 24
Kalogridis, Jeanne, 105

Kamil Pasha series (White), 193
Kanawha, West Virginia, Library, 23
Kanner, Rebecca, 163–164
Kantor, MacKinlay, 255
Katharine, the Virgin Queen (Plaidy), 100
Kay, Guy Gavriel, 199–200, 243
Kearsley, Susanna, 204
Kehlmann, Daniel, 130
Keneally, Thomas, 172
Kent, Alexander, 184
Kent, Kathleen, 44, 125, 242
Kept (Taylor), 189
Kerr, Philip, 191–192
Kertes, Joseph, 172
Kidnapped (Stevenson), 182
Killer Angels, The (M. Shaara), 7
Killing Rommel (Pressfield), 52–53, 122
Kindred (Butler), 203
King Bongo (Sanchez), 161
King Must Die, The (Renault), 34
King’s Coat, The (Lambdin), 183
King’s Damsel, The (Emerson), 180
King’s Daughter, The: A Novel of the First 

Tudor Queen (Worth), 97–98
King’s Grace, The (Smith), 98
King’s Pleasure, The (Loft), 100
King’s Witch, The (Holland), 95
Kingsolver, Barbara, 12, 59, 158–159, 

242, 252
Kipling, Rudyard, 182
Kirkpatrick, Jane, 166
Kneale, Matthew, 73
Known World, The (Jones), 145
Kolpan, Gerald, 112–113
Kondazian, Karen, 113
Kristin Lavransdatter (Undset), 78, 255
Kydd (Stockwin), 184
Kydd Sea Adventures (Stockwin), 184

L
Lackey, Mercedes, 201
Lacuna, The (Kingsolver), 158–159
Lady Emily Ashton mysteries 

(Alexander), 194
Lady in the Tower, The (Plaidy), 138
Lady Julia Grey mysteries (Raybourn), 

194
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Lady of the Roses (Worth), 97
Lady Raised High, A (Gardner), 101
LaHaye, Tim F., 165, 242
Lambdin, Dewey, 183
L’Amour, Louis, 184, 185
Larson, Erik, 210, 251
Last Empress, The (Min), 89
Last Full Measure, The (Shaara), 7
Last Jew, The (Gordon), 170–171
Last Kingdom, The (Cornwell), 36, 139
Last Town on Earth, The (Mullen), 42–43, 

253
Last Wife of Henry VIII, The (Erickson), 

103–104
Last Witchfinder, The (Morrow), 44, 125
Lavinia (Le Guin), 199
Lawgiver, The (Wouk), 236
Le morte d’Arthur (Mallory), 200
Leatherstocking Tales (Cooper), 153, 254
Leavitt, David, 175, 254
Lee, Harper, 255
Lee, Tosca Moon, 163
Lee at Chattanooga: A Novel of What Might 

Have Been (McIntire), 203
Lehane, Dennis, 133, 191–192, 242
Leonardo’s Swans (Essex), 107
Lerner, Eric, 114
Les Misérables (Hugo), 255
Lesson before Dying, A (Gaines), 146–147
Let the Dice Fly (McCullough), 93
Levy, Andrea, 66–67
Lewis, C. S., 167
Libertus Mysteries (Rowe), 190–191
LibraryThing, 239
Lieutenant, The (Grenville), 76–77
Life Class (Barker), 242
Life Studies (Vreeland), 108
Life Together (Bonhoeffer), 21
Light between Oceans, The (Stedman), 250
Light in the Ruins, The (Bohjalian), 251
Light on Lucrezia (Plaidy), 3
Like Water for Chocolate (Esquivel), 66
Lily of the Nile (Dray), 93
Lily Theater, The (Wang), 72
Lionheart (Penman), 94–95
Liss, David, 42, 45
Literature Map, 23–24

Little Balloonist, The (Donn), 61
Little Bee (Cleave), 56
Little Big Man (Berger), 185
Little Book, The (Edwards), 205
Little Stranger, The (Waters), 253
Live by Night (Lehane), 191–192
Lively, Penelope, 253
Living, The (Dillard), 136, 213
Llywelyn, Morgan, 30
Loft, Norah, 100
London (Rutherford), 80
London, Jack, 182
Lone Ranger, The (TV show), 153
Lonesome Dove (McMurtry), 185
Long, Long Way, A (Barry), 47
Long Song, The (Levy), 66–67
Lord Jim (Conrad), 255
Lord of the Silver Bow (Gemmell), 28
Lost Memoirs of Jane Austen, The (James), 

111
Lotus Eaters, The (Soli), 49, 124
Love Comes Softly (Oke), 166–167
Love in the Time of Cholera (García 

Márquez), 65
Love Medicine (Erdrich), 153
Loving Frank (Horan), 87–88, 252
Lucky Billy (Vernon), 112–113
Luncheon of the Boating Party (Vreeland), 

7, 107
Lust for Life (Stone), 4
Lymond Chronicles series (Dunnett), 2
Lyon, Annabel, 92

M
Mackey, Mary, 29–30
MacLean, Sarah, 235
Mad Desire to Dance, A (Wiesel), 22
Madame Serpent (Plaidy), 105
Mademoiselle Boleyn (Maxwell), 87
Madonna of the Seven Hills (Plaidy), 3
Madonnas of Leningrad, The (Dean), 22, 

50, 243, 250
Mahfouz, Naguib, 70, 255
Maid, The: A Novel of Joan of Arc (Cutter), 

95–96
Maisie Dobbs novels (Winspear), 

195–196
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Maisie Dobbs (Winspear), 196
Maitland, Karen, 128
Malamud, Bernard, 168
Malinche (Esquivel), 158
Mallory, Thomas, 200
Malouf, David, 73–74
Mambo King Plays Songs of Love, The 

(Hijuelos), 160
Man of Property, The (Galsworthy), 

206–207
Mandrakes from the Holy Land (Megged), 

176
Mantel, Hilary, 38, 40–41, 86, 242
Map of Love, A (Soueif), 255
Map of the Invisible World (Aw), 71–72
March, The (Doctorow), 46–47, 120, 242
March Violets (Kerr), 191
Marcus Didius Falco mysteries (Davis), 

190–191
Mark of the Lion, The (Arruda), 56, 196
Marlantes, Karl, 123
Mary, Queen of France (Plaidy), 99
Mary, Queen of Scotland and the Isles 

(George), 104
Mary Magdalene (Taylor), 163
Master, The (Toibin), 254
Master and Commander (O’Brian),  

182–183, 243
Master Georgie (Bainbridge), 173–174
Masters of Rome series (McCullough), 

86, 92–93
Matterhorn: A Novel of Vietnam 

(Marlantes), 123
Matthews, Anne. See Hand, Dana
Maxwell, Robin, 87
Mayor of Casterbridge, The (Hardy), 255
Maytrees, The (Dillard), 253
McBride, James, 250, 254
McCann, Colum, 252
McCarthy, Cormac, 111, 186–187, 243
McCoy, Max, 114
McCrumb, Sharyn, 113–114
McCullough, Colleen, 33–34, 74, 86, 

92–93, 114
McKenzie, Nancy, 202
McMurtry, Larry, 62, 111, 187
Measuring the World (Kehlmann), 130

Medicus (Downie), 191
Meely LaBauve (Wells), 65
Melville, Herman, 182
Memoirs of a Geisha (Golden), 12, 70, 254
Memoirs of Cleopatra, The (George), 93
Memoirs of Hadrian, The (Yourcenar), 255
Memoirs of Helen of Troy, The (Elyot), 91
Memoirs of Mary, Queen of Scots, The 

(Erickson), 104
Mercy, A (Morrison), 145, 254
Mercy of a Rude Stream series (Roth), 

168
Mercy Seller, The (Vantrease), 79–80
Meridian (Walker), 144
Merlin the Enchanter series (Stewart), 

181, 201
Michener, James, 31, 58, 59–60, 167, 205
Middle Passage (Johnson), 48, 212
Midshipman Bolitho (Kent), 184
Midwife of Venice, The (Rich), 170
Miles, Rosalind, 201–202
Mill on the Floss, The (Eliot), 254
Million Little Pieces, A (Frey), 83
Million Nightingales, A (Straight), 143
Min, Anchee, 89
Mina (Ceely), 198–199
Mind Map Book, The (Buzan), 18
Miracle at St. Anna (McBride), 22, 250
Missouri Book Challenge, 215
Mistress of the Art of Death (Franklin), 38
Mists of Avalon, The (Bradley), 31,  

201–202, 243
Mitchell, David, 252–253
Moby Dick (Melville), 182
Molly Murphy mysteries (Bowen), 196
Moloka’i (Brennert), 128–129
Momaday, N. Scott, 153
Moment in the Sun, A (Sayles), 64
Monkey Bridge (Cao), 147
Montana Trilogy (Doig), 62
Moonstone, The (Collins), 189
Morgan, Jude, 110
Morgan, Murray, 213
Morgan’s Run (McCullough), 74
Morland Dynasty series (Harrod-

Eagles), 80–81, 207–208
Morrison, Toni, 145, 254
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Morrow, James, 44, 125
Morson, Ian, 195
Moser, Nancy, 111
Moving Pictures (Immonen), 210
Mr. Midshipman Hornblower (Forester), 

183
Mudbound (Jordan), 132, 242
Mujica, Barbara Louise, 88
Mullen, Thomas, 42–43, 253
Murder in the Tower, The (Plaidy), 140
Murphy, Louise, 253
Murphy’s Law (Bowen), 196
Musashi (Yoshikawa), 255
Museum of Human Beings (Sargent), 154
My Ántonia (Cather), 255
My Brilliant Career (Franklin), 73
My Career Goes Bung (Franklin), 73
My Dream of You (O’Faolain), 173
My Enemy’s Cradle (Young), 210, 251
My Lady of Cleves (Barnes), 102–103
My Name Is Mary Sutter (Oliveira), 

42–43, 120, 128, 242
Myself, My Enemy (Plaidy), 3, 138
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Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 

an American Slave, Written by 
Himself (Douglass), 144

Naslund, Sena Jeter, 105–106, 242
Nathan Peake novels (Hunter), 184
Nathaniel Drinkwater series 

(Woodman), 183–184
National Jewish Book Award, 235
Native Son (Wright), 144
Nefertiti (Moran), 80
Nemirovsky, Irene, 250
New York (Rutherford), 7, 25, 51–52, 134, 

241
New York Times Sunday Book Reviews, 

233
News from Paraguay, The (Tuck), 160
Niagara Falls All over Again (McCracken), 

171
Niccolò Rising (Dunnett), 40
Nicholas, Denise, 53
Nick Zuliani mysteries (Morson), 195

Night Soldiers (Furst), 243
Night Train, The (Edgerton), 53
No Less Than Victory (Shaara), 122
No Woman So Fair (Morris), 165
Norman Trilogy (Plaidy), 139
North and South (Jakes), 52
NoveList and NoveList Plus, 25, 27, 210, 

212, 213, 228, 237
Now Read This III: A Guide to Mainstream 

Fiction (Pearl and Cords), 225
Nun, The (Hornby), 199

O
O, Pioneers (Cather), 185
Oates, Joyce Carol, 253
Obasan (Kogawa), 152
O’Brian, Patrick, 181, 182–183, 243
October Horse, The (McCullough), 93
Oke, Janette, 166–167
Old Man and the Sea, The (Hemingway), 

182
Oliveira, Robin, 42–43, 120, 128, 242
Oliver Twist (Dickens), 1
Olmstead, Robert, 50
Olson, Georgine, 238–239, 245–247
On Agate Hill (Smith), 132
O’Nan, Stewart, 253
Once and Future King series (White), 

200–201
Ondaatje, Michael, 78
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich 

(Solzhenitsyn), 256
One Hundred Years of Solitude (García 

Márquez), 65
One Last Look (Morrow), 76
O’Neill, Jamie, 175–176, 242
Only Time Will Tell (Archer), 208
Open Boat, The (Crane), 182
Orchardist, The (Coplin), 250
Orr, Cynthia, 225
Orringer, Julie, 25
Other Boleyn Girl, The (Gregory), 6, 12, 

38, 86–87
Other Queen, The (Gregory), 104
Otsuka, Julie, 117, 254
Our Lives Are the Rivers (Manrique), 69, 

160
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Out of Africa (Dineson), 76
Outlander (Adamson), 187
Outlander (Gabaldon), 180, 197, 204
Outlander series (Gabaldon), 197, 204–205
Owl Killers, The (Maitland), 79
Ox-Bow Incident, The (Clark), 185

P
Pacific Glory (Deutermann), 53, 121
Painted Kiss, The (Hickey), 107
Painter from Shanghai, The (Epstein), 71, 

84, 108–109
Pargeter, Edith. See Peters, Ellis
Paris (Rutherford), 7
Paris Wife, The (McLain), 212
Parker, I. J., 195
Parker, Robert B., 113
Pasha, Kamran, 95
Passing (Larsen), 144
Passion of Artemisia, The (Vreeland), 7, 

107
Patchett, Ann, 252
Patriot Hearts (Hambly), 119
Paxson, Diana, 201–202
Pearl, Matthew, 180
Pearl, Nancy, xiv, 9, 10–11, 225
Pears, Iain, 107–108
Penman, Sharon Kay, 17–18, 35, 37–38, 

94–95, 97, 179
People of the Book (Brooks), 242, 252
People of the Wolf (Gear and Gear), 30
Percival’s Planet (Byers), 130–131
Pérez-Reverte, Arturo, 81–82
Perkins-Valdez, Dolen, 145
Perry, Anne, 189, 192–193
Persian Boy, The (Renault), 91–92, 173
Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc, The 

(Twain), 96
Peters, Elizabeth, 193–194
Peters, Ellis, 37, 179
Phillips, Gin, 60, 253
Piano Tuner, The (Mason), 71–72
Pikes Peak Library District, 23
Pilgrim’s Progress, The (Bunyan), 167
Pillar of the Sky (Holland), 31
Pillars of the Earth, The (Follett), 12, 

36–37, 205, 221, 242

Pinkerton’s Secret (Lerner), 114
Pirate Latitudes (Crichton), 181
Pitkeathley, Jill, 111
Pitts, Leonard, Jr., 234
Plague of Doves, A (Erdrich), 156–157
Plaidy, Jean, 3, 95, 98, 99, 100, 105, 137, 

138–141, 231
Plain Jane (Gardner), 102
Plainsong (Haruf), 250
Plantagenet Prelude (Plaidy), 139
Plantagenet Saga (Plaidy), 95,  

139–140
Pleasures of Love, The (Plaidy), 138
Plot against America, The (Roth), 202
Poe, Edgar Allan, 189
Poisonwood Bible, The (Kingsolver), 12, 

59, 242, 252
Poland (Michener), 78
Polished Hoe, The (Clarke), 66–67
Pompeii (Harris), 34–35
Pope, Dudley, 183
Porter, Katherine Anne, 47–48, 251
Portrait, The (Pears), 107–108
Postmistress, The (Blake), 21, 50–51, 212
Potok, Chaim, 168
Pötzsch, Oliver, 124–125
Power of One, The (Courtenay), 57
Prague Winter: A Personal Story of 

Remembrance and War, 1937-1948 
(Albright), 211

Prayer for the Dying, A (O’Nan), 253
Prayers for Sale (Dallas), 60–61
President’s Daughter, The (Chase- 

Riboud), 45
Pressfield, Steven, 32–33, 39, 52–53, 86, 

92, 122
Pride of Carthage: A Novel of Hannibal’s 

War (Durham), 33
Pride of Carthage (Durham), 28
Prince and the Pauper, The (Twain), 255
Princeling, The (Harrod-Eagles), 208
Princes of Ireland, The (Rutherford),  

36, 78
Printmaker’s Daughter, The (Govier), 109
Proulx, Annie, 64, 135
Pushing the Bear: A Novel of the Trail of 

Tears (Glancy), 156
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Queen Jezebel (Plaidy), 105
Queen of Camelot (McKenzie), 202
Queen of Subtleties, The (Dunn), 101
Queen Victoria novels (Plaidy), 141
Queen’s Lover, The (Gray), 106
Queen’s Mistake, The (Haeger), 87, 103
Queens of England series (Plaidy), 3, 

138–139
Queen’s Rival, The (Haeger), 87
Queen’s Secret, The (Plaidy), 138
Quick and the Dead, The (Eickhoff), 

123–124
Quickening, The (Hoover), 134
Quiet American, The (Greene), 255
Quinn, Julia, 180
Quo Vadis (Sienkiewicz), 167, 255

R
RA for All blog, 23
Rabb, Jonathan, 192
Ragtime (Doctorow), 49
Railroad Stories, The (Aleichem), 168
Rainwater (Brown), 61, 131–132
Raj Quartet (Scott), 70, 255
Ramage (Pope), 183
Rash, Ron, 234
Rashi’s Daughters trilogy (Anton), 

169–170
Raybourn, Deanna, 194
Read On . . . Historical Fiction (Hooper), 

xiv
Readers’ Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, 

The (Saricks), xiii, 9, 226, 237
Readers’ Advisory Guide to Nonfiction 

(Wyatt), 18, 23, 210
Readers’ Advisory Service in the Public 

Library (Saricks), 4, 214
Reading List, The, 235
Reading the Past, 232
Rebellion of Jane Clarke, The (Gunning), 

45, 119
Rebels of Ireland, The (Rutherford), 78
Red and the Black, The (Stendhal), 256
Red Badge of Courage, The (Crane), 254
Red Queen, The (Gregory), 25
Red River (Tademy), 146

Red Sky at Morning (Bradford), 50, 62, 181
Red Tent, The (Diamant), 12, 169
Redeeming Love (Rivers), 167
Redlaw, Half-Breed; or The Tangled Trail: A 

Tale of the Settlements (Badger), 153
Reeducation of Cherry Truong, The (Phan), 

147–148
Religion, The (Willocks), 81–82
Reluctant Queen, The (Plaidy), 138
Remarkable Creatures (Chevalier),  

129–130, 242
Remember Ben Clayton (Harrigan), 235
Remembering Babylon (Malouf), 73–74
Renault, Mary, 3–4, 34, 173
Republic of Vengeance, The (Waters), 

175–176
Return of Little Big Man, The (Berger), 74
Ricci, Nino, 166
Rice, Anne, 165–166
Rice Mother, The (Manicka), 71
Rich, Roberta, 170
Richard Sharpe novels (Cornwell), 5
Riders of the Purple Sage (Grey), 185
Rise to Rebellion: A Novel of the American 

Revolution (Shaara), 43–44, 118
Rising Tide, The (Shaara), 7, 17, 52–53, 

122, 241
RITA Award, 235
Ritter, Josh, 252
River of Smoke, A (Ghosh), 47
River of Stars (Kay), 200
River Wife, The (Agee), 131
Rivers, Francine, 164, 167
Rob Roy (Scott), 2
Robe, The (Douglas), 167
Robertis, Carolina de, 67–68
Rogue by Any Other Name, A (MacLean), 

235
Rohweder, Roger, 228
Roiphe, Anne, 130
Roma Sub Rosa series (Saylor), 190
Roma: The Novel of Ancient Rome (Saylor), 

80–81, 205
Roman Blood (Saylor), 190
Romancing Miss Brontë (Gael), 110
Romantic Times Reviewers’ Choice 

Awards, 235–236
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Rope Eater, The (Jones), 181, 251
Rosa (Rabb), 192
Rose of York trilogy (Worth), 140
Rose without a Thorn, The (Plaidy), 138
Rosnay, Tatiana de, 253
Roth, Henry, 168
Roth, Philip, 202
Rowland, Laura Joh, 194–195
Roy, Anuradha, 253
Royal, Priscilla, 180
Rules of the Wolf (Blake), 159
Running Vixen, The (Chadwick), 37–38
Russell, Mary Doria, 20, 23–24, 39, 113, 

188–189, 250
Russell, S. Thomas, 183
Russian Concubine, The (Furnivall), 71
Russka (Rutherford), 107, 205
Rutherford, Edward, 6–7, 25, 36, 51–52, 

78, 80, 107, 134, 205, 241
Ryan, William, 192

S
Sackett series (L’Amour), 185
Sacred Hearts (Dunant), 6
Sacred Place, The (Black), 147
Sails on the Horizon (Worrall), 184
Sally Hemings (Chase-Riboud), 45
Samurai mysteries (Furutani), 195
Sankaran, Vanitha, 109
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Santiago, Esmeralda, 68–69
Sapphire’s Grave (Gurley-Highgate), 146
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Sarah (Card), 165
Sarah (Halter), 165
Sarah’s Key (Rosnay), 253
Sarai (Smith), 164–165
Saricks, Joyce, xiii, 9, 214, 226, 237, 240
Sarum (Rutherford), 7, 205
Savannah; of, A Gift for Mr. Lincoln 

(Jakes), 47
Saving Private Ryan, 53
Saxon Stories (Cornwell), 5, 28, 36, 139
Sayers, Dorothy, 189
Sayles, John, 64
Saylor, Steven, 80–81, 190, 205

Scarlet Letter, The (Hawthorne), 2, 255
Schindler’s List (Keneally), 172
Schlesier, Karl H., 156
Schlink, Bernard, 253
Schwartz, John Burnham, 89
Scott, Manda, 34, 96
Scott, Paul, 70, 255
Scott, Walter, 1–2
Sea of Poppies (Ghosh), 47, 251
Seabiscuit (Hillenbrand), 251
Season of Fire and Ice, A (Zimpel), 134
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Sea-Wolf, The (London), 182
Second Son, The (Rabb), 192
Secret Bride, The: In the Court of Henry 

VIII (Haeger), 87, 98–99
Secret Eleanor, The (Holland), 94
Secret Sharer, The (Conrad), 182
Secret Trial of Robert E. Lee, The (Fleming), 

203
Secrets of Jin-Shei, The (Alexander), 200
See, Lisa, 12, 72–73, 150–151, 242, 254
September Queen, The (Bagwell), 197–198
Servant’s Quarters, The (Freed), 57
Shaara, Jeff, 7, 17, 43–44, 46, 52–53, 118, 

122, 241
Shaara, Michael, 7
Shadow and Light (Rabb), 192
Shadow of the Swords: An Epic Novel of the 

Crusades (Pasha), 95
Shadows of the Pomegranate Tree (Ali), 205
Shaffer, Mary Ann, 51
Shakespeare, William, 39
Shan, Sa, 89
Shane (Schaeffer), 185
Shange, Ntozake, 146
Shanghai Girls (See), 72, 150–151, 242
Sharpe, Joanna, 234
Shelf Renewal, 233
ShelfTalk, 215, 232
Shepard, Karen, 149
Shinju (Rowland), 195
Ship of Fools (Porter), 47–48, 251
Shipping News, The (Proulx), 56, 142
Shoemaker’s Wife, The (Trigiani), 198
Shoes of the Fisherman, The (West), 162, 

167
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Shogun (Clavell), 42, 253
Short-Straw Bride, A (Witemeyer), 162
Shosha (Singer), 255
Siddhartha (Hesse), 255
Sideways Award or Alternate History, 236
Sienkiewicz, Henryk, 167, 255
Silent in the Grave (Raybourn), 194
Silko, Leslie Marmon, 153
Silver Chalice, The (Costain), 162
Silver Pigs, The (Davis), 190–191
Simmons, Dan, 154, 243
Sin Killer (McMurtry), 62, 187
Singer, Isaac Bashevis, 255
Sinners and the Sea: The Untold Story of 
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Skid Road: An Informal Portrait of Seattle 

(Morgan), 213
Sleep, Pale Sister (Harris), 253
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Smith, Lee, 132, 251
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213
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Song of the Nile (Dray), 93
Song Yet Sung (McBride), 254
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Sophie’s Dilemma (Snelling), 166
Soueif, Ahdaf, 255
Soul Thief, The (Holland), 36
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Spanish Bride, The (Gardner), 100
Spanish Match, The (Pursell), 162
Spargo, R. Clifton, 251
Sparrow, The (Russell), 23
Spies of Warsaw, The (Furst), 180
Spoto, Donald, 96
Spratford, Becky, 214, 230–231
Spur Awards, 236
Stachniak, Eva, 106–107, 242
Stagecoach (movie), 153
Star Shines over Mt. Morris Park, A 

(Roth), 168
Starbuck Chronicles (Cornwell), 5
State of Wonder (Patchett), 252
Stedman, M. L., 250
Steel Wave, The (Shaara), 122
Stegner, Wallace, 251, 255
Steinbeck, John, 256
Steinbeck, Thomas, 150
Stendhal, 256
Stevenson, Robert Louis, 182
Stewart, Mary, 201
Stockbridge, Sara, 180
Stockett, Kathryn, 53–54, 117
Stockholm Octavo, The (Engelmann), 253
Stockwin, Julian, 184
Stolen Crown, The (Higginbotham), 97
Stone, Irving, 4, 114
Stone Heart (Glancy), 48
Stonehenge, 2000 BC (Cornwell), 31
Stones from the River (Hegi), 21–22, 49
Stormy Weather (Jiles), 127
Strickler, John, 228
Stuart Saga (Plaidy), 140–141
Sudden Country, A (Fisher), 48, 187, 

250–251
Suite Française (Nemirovsky), 22, 250
Sultan’s Seal, The (White), 193
Summer We Got Saved, The (Devoto), 

53–54
Sun over Breda, The (Pérez-Reverte), 82
Sunne in Spendour, The (Penman), 97
Susannah Morrow (Chance), 44
Sweet Thunder (Doig), 62
Sword in the Stone, The (White), 201
Sword of Avalon (Paxson), 201
Sword Song (Cornwell), 28
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Tailor-Made Bride, A (Witemeyer), 162
Take, Burn or Destroy (Russell), 183
Tale of Two Cities, A (Dickens), 2, 42, 254
Tales of the Otori, The (Hearn), 200
Tan, Twan Eng, 236
Taras Bulba (Gogol), 254
Tarr, Judith, 91
Taylor, D. J., 189
Tea Rose, The (Donnelly), 52, 198–199, 243
Tea Rose trilogy (Donnelly), 52, 198–199
Ten Thousand, The (Ford), 33
Tendering in the Storm, A (Kirkpatrick), 

166
Testament (Ricci), 166
Tevye the Dairyman (Aleichem), 168
Thackeray, William Makepeace, 256
That Old Ace in the Hole (Proulx), 64, 135
Their Eyes Were Watching God (Hurston), 

144, 255
Theophilos (O’Brien), 162
Thief of Shadows (Hoyt), 235
Thieftaker (Jackson), 199
Thing about Thugs, The (Khair), 148
Things Fall Apart (Achebe), 11, 56, 58, 255
Thoen, Bodie, 165–166
Thom, James Alexander, 30
Thomas, Will, 192–193
Those Who Save Us (Blum), 22
Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet, The 

(Mitchell), 252–253
Thread of Grace, A (Russell), 20, 21, 24, 39, 

78–79, 250
Three Day Road (Boyden), 155
300 (Miller), 33
Tides of War: A Novel of Alcibiades and the 

Peloponnesian War (Pressfield), 39
Time and Again (Finney), 203
Time in Between, The (Dueñas), 121
Time Machine, The (Wells), 203
Time of Terror, The (Hunter), 184
Time Traveler’s Wife, The (Niffenegger), 

203
Tipping the Velvet (Waters), 174–175
To Be Queen: A Novel of the Early Life of 

Eleanor of Aquitaine (English), 94
To Die For (Byrd), 101

To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee), 255
Tobacco Road (Caldwell), 126
Todd, Charles, 196
Toibin, Colm, 254
Tolstoy, Leo, 255
Train Dreams (Johnson), 252
Transatlantic (McCann), 252
Treasure Island (Stevenson), 182
Tree Bride, The (Mukherjee), 148
Tree of Smoke (Johnson), 123
Trigiani, Adriana, 198
Trott, Barry, 217
True Grit (Portis), 185, 186
True History of the Kelly Gang, The 

(Carey), 74–75, 112
True Sisters (Dallas), 136
True Story of Hansel and Gretel, The 

(Murphy), 21, 253
Trumbo, Dalton, 255
Tsarina’s Daughter, The (Erickson), 180
Tuchman, Barbara, 37
Tucker’s Reckoning (Compton and Mayo), 

236
Tudor Rose, The (Barnes), 98
Tudor series (Plaidy), 3, 140
Tudors, The (HBO series), 41
Turtledove, Harry, 181, 203
Twain, Mark, 96, 203, 255
Two from Galilee (Holmes), 167

U
Unbroke Horses (Jackson), 237
Unbroken: A World War II Story of 

Survival, Resilience, and Redemption 
(Hillenbrand), 211

Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Stowe), 1
Under Enemy Colors (Russell), 183
Under Heaven (Kay), 199–200, 243
Under the Poppy (Koja), 175
Undset, Sigrid, 255
Uneasy Lies the Head (Plaidy), 3, 98
Unfinished Season, An (Just), 135, 242
Unreal Life of Sergey Nabokov, The 

(Russell), 174
Unspoken (Rivers), 164
Until the Dawn’s Light (Appelfeld), 235
Urrea, Luis, 66
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Valley Forge (Gingrich), 44, 119
Vanity Fair (Thackeray), 256
Vantrease, Brenda Rickman, 37, 161
Vernon, John, 112–113
Very Long Engagement, A (Japrisot), 21, 

250
Victoria Victorious (Plaidy), 138
Virtues of War, The: A Novel of Alexander 

the Great (Pressfield), 92
Virtues of War, The (Pressfield), 86
Visible World, The (Slouka), 250
Voyage of the Narwhal, The (Barrett), 46, 

75–76
Voyage of the Short Serpent, The (du 

Boucheron), 79–80
Vreeland, Susan, 7, 84, 107, 108, 114, 241

W
W. Y. Boyd Award for Excellence in 

Military Fiction, 237
Walker, Alice, 254
Wallace, Lewis, 167
Walls, Jeannette, 243
Walter Day novels (Grecian), 193
Walter Scott Prize, 236
Wanting (Flanagan), 75–76
War and Peace (Tolstoy), 2, 255
War in Heaven (Williams), 167
War of the End of the World, The (Vargas 

Llosa), 69
War That Came Early series, The 

(Turtledove), 181
Warlord Chronicles (Cornwell), 5
Warren, Robert Penn, 256
Water for Elephants (Gruen), 251
Water Ghosts (Ryan), 150
Watermark (Sankaran), 109
Waters, Paul, 175–176
Waters, Sarah, 174–175, 253
Waverly (Scott), 2
Way West, The (Guthrie), 185
Wayward Muse, The (Hickey), 108
Wecker, Helene, 250
Weinstein, Lewis, 170
Weir, Alison, 83–84, 94, 114
Welch, James, 155–156

Welcome to Hard Times (Doctorow), 188
Well and the Mine, The (Phillips), 60, 253
Well of Loneliness, The (Hall), 173
Wells, H. G., 203
Welsh Princes trilogy (Penman), 35
Wench (Perkins-Valdez, Dolen), 145
West, Morris, 167
West of Here (Evison), 62–64
Western Heritage Awards (Wrangler 

Award), 237
Western Saga (Guthrie), 255
Wettest County in the World, The 

(Bondurant), 126
Wharton, Edith, 255
What Do I Read Next? A Reader’s Guide to 

Current Genre Fiction, 25, 226
What Happens in London (Quinn), 180
When Angels Wept: A What-If History of 

the Cuban Missile Crisis (Swedin), 
236

When Christ and His Saints Slept 
(Penman), 17, 35, 37–38

When the Emperor Was Divine (Otsuka), 
21, 117

When the Lion Feels (Smith), 56
When We Were Orphans (Ishiguro), 73
WhichBook, 24
Whip, The (Kondazian), 113
Whiskey Rebels, The (Liss), 42, 45
Whistling Season, The (Doig), 62, 136
White, Jenny, 193
White, T. H., 200–201
White Earth, The (McGahan), 75
White Queen, The (Gregory), 6, 96–97, 241
White Serpent, the Shawnee Scourge; 

of Indian Heart, the Renegade 
(Gardner), 152

Whiteoaks of Jalna (de la Roche), 206
Widow of the South, The (Hicks), 121
Wild Life (Gloss), 61
Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China 

(Chang), 151
Wilderness series (Donati), 207–208
William Monk and Hester Latterly 

mysteries (Perry), 192–193
Williams, Charles, 167
William’s Wife (Plaidy), 138
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217, 230, 231

Willis, Connie, 243
Willocks, Tim, 81–82
Winding Road, The (Harrod-Eagles), 

80–81
Wine of Violence, The (Royal), 180
Winspear, Jacqueline, 195–196
Winter of the World (Follett), 51
Winter Palace, The: A Novel of Catherine 

the Great (Stachniak), 106–107, 242
Winter Sea, The (Kearsley), 204
Witch of Cologne, The (Learner), 169
Witemeyer, Karen, 162
With Blood in Their Eyes (Cobb), 234, 236
Wives of Henry VIII series (Gardner), 

101
Wolf Hall (Mantel), 38, 40–41, 221, 242
Wolves of Andover, The (Kent), 44
Women, The (Boyle), 88, 252
Woodman, Richard, 183–184
Work Song (Doig), 62
World without End (Follett), 36
WorldCat, 24
Worrall, Jay, 184

Worth, Sandra, 97, 97–98, 140
Wright, David, 218
Wyatt, Neal, 18, 22–23, 210, 240
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Yard, The (Grecian), 193
Yashim Togalu mysteries (Goodwin), 

194
Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague 

(Brooks), 42–43, 253
Year the Horses Came, The (Mackey), 

29–30
Yiddish Policeman’s Union, The (Chabon), 

202, 243
Yonahlossee Riding Camp for Girls The 

(DiSclafani), 251
Yoshikawa, Eiji, 255
Young, Sara, 251
Your Next 5 Books, 217–218
Yourcenar, Marguerite, 255
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251
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