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Stories are a communal currency of humanity.
—Tahir Shah, In Arabian Nights: A Caravan of Moroccan Dreams
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I  O F T E N  G I V E  TA L K S  I N  S C H O O L S  A R O U N D  T H E  C O U N T RY,  D R AW I N G  O N  M Y 

own books to talk about the experiences and points of view of Muslim and 
immigrant teenagers, especially in a post-9/11 world. Recently, when visiting a 
rural community in upstate New York, I asked students to give a few responses 
to the terms teenage, watched, and Muslim/Islam. For teenage, they wrote the 
usual—bored, drama, pressured. For Muslim/Islam, most wrote: Discriminated 
against. Terrorism. Middle East. 

Such narrow terms! Yes, Muslim Americans clearly face discrimination and 
bear the stigma of terrorism. But surely we can find a way to widen young read-
ers’ associations to attain a greater breadth of experience and history. Surely we 
can find a way to take their sense of what it means to be a teenager and make them 
realize that a Muslim teenager experiences this too. Surely they can learn that 
Islam stretches deeper and further than the war-torn images of the Middle East.

In the mid-1990s, while researching a nonfiction book on immigrant teenag-
ers, I quickly realized that Muslim teenagers, and especially girls, were com-
pletely invisible in young adult literature. This was after Gulf War (1990−91), 
and girls would tell me of the taunts they’d get just walking home from school, 
or the difficulty they had finding an in-between cultural space. Their experi-
ence was both similar and different from the other teenagers I interviewed. 
Since then, we can see that the field of books on Islam and the Muslim and Mus-
lim American experiences has been steadily growing. 

FOREWORD

Let’s Counter Islamophobia through Stories
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[ x ]  F O R E W O R D

That’s why Muslims in Story is so crucial, so vital to our libraries, and so 
important for the soul of our country. It widens the path of knowledge, imag-
ination, and curiosity. It is a resource that will help to illuminate the past, our 
history of Islam and Muslims in America, and our present, with all its complexi-
ties and pressures. It will help to deepen what our readers know about the Mus-
lim American experience, and to understand the larger scope of Muslims in the 
world. And it will give young Muslim readers a chance to see themselves and 
their own culture and history reflected in the pages of books. Most of all, it will 
counter the dreadful, dehumanizing images of Muslims that haunt our media.

What is a book? Books are bridges, an opportunity to use our fundamental 
human traits of curiosity and empathy. Books are places where we stretch our-
selves, but where we also find some common contours of human experience. 
Since 9/11 this has become ever more urgent for our young readers. Muslims, 
once invisible, have suddenly became hyper-visible, flattened under the glare 
of demonizing headlines. Rumor becomes fact, and groups of people become 
scapegoats. Our country, and our children, need this stretching in order to find 
their common experiences and stretch into the unknown, and explore that 
which we do not know. Too often, as I saw with the students I speak to, their 
images of Muslims are drawn from sensational news headlines, misinforma-
tion, a sense of otherness, and perhaps fear. 

Librarians and educators stand at the entrance to the book-bridge, getting 
young readers to cross over and stretch to see what might be right in front of 
them, and what lies beyond the borders of their lives. Librarians are also the 
ones to put a book into the hands of a young person who may never have seen 
herself depicted in the pages of a book. They quietly whisper to them: You are 
here. I see you.

This book is extraordinarily researched. In the course of reading it, I found 
that there was much I knew, but there was also much that I did not know. For 
instance, I didn’t know that Thomas Jefferson owned a Quran and even hosted 
an iftar (the evening meal eaten by Muslims during Ramadan) at the White 
House in 1805.

This book’s curated list of titles, with its excellent suggestions for activities, 
will allow our readers to pause and look around them with different eyes. Some 
will see themselves in the titles we recommend. Others will see what was not 
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even visible before. We are given such a variety of books, from a simple tale 
about sharing scant resources in a refugee camp, to the gorgeous gold-leaf 
illustrations in picture books on Rumi and Muhammad. There are gentle les-
sons about fitting in; there are others about the span of holidays within Islam 
and across cultures; and there are many serious and funny coming-of-age nov-
els about whether to wear a hijab (headscarf ), identity, bullying, and even Urdu 
poetry. Or I think too of nonfiction books that would appeal to my own son, who 
is more of a factoid reader: 1001 Inventions and Awesome Facts from Muslim Civ-
ilization, or the story of the Grand Mosque of Paris: How Muslims Helped Jews 
during the Holocaust. For older teenagers, there are sophisticated, edgy graphic 
novels taking on the here-and-now of politics, such as The Arab of the Future 
and Persepolis. A favorite part of this guide for me comes at the very end, with 
the appendix “Frequently Asked Questions on Islam” by Sumbul Ali-Karamali. 
What I like about this part of the book is its tone: so commonsensical, so down-
to-earth and accessible in its treatment of all the misconceptions that surround 
Islam and Muslims. 

As I finished this volume, I was reminded of two images from where I grew 
up, in Queens, New York. In a corner of the cemetery where my parents are 
buried is the Tatar section—turn-of-the century tombstones bearing Cyrillic 
and Arabic inscriptions, crescent moons, and stars. This is an area reserved 
for the American Mohammedan Society, Muslim immigrants from Russia and 
Poland who came to the United States and built the first mosque in North Amer-
ica—a lost, forgotten history. Just a few miles away, in an area that has become 
known as Little Bangladesh, stands a relatively new mosque; during Ramadan 
hundreds of Muslims pour on to a nearby high school lawn to pray. These two 
images are the invisible past and the teeming, transforming present, all in one 
borough of New York City. And this is the America we are living in right now. 
This is what we can begin to see and learn about.

Next time those answers about Muslims and Islam come back from the stu-
dents, I think of the many books we can put in their hands. I think of how much 
farther and wider their imaginations, their curiosity, and their hearts can go.

Marina Budhos
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watching the results of the U.S. presidential election. We had already felt trou-
bled by the Republican campaign and its candidate, who used his platform to 
incite fear of anyone who appeared different. We had spent the last few months 
doing just the opposite. We had started a company to focus on South Asian chil-
dren’s books, and we had built an online resource of diverse books. We then 
introduced these multicultural stories to parents, librarians, and educators in 
the community in order to help build bridges of cultural understanding.

As reports poured in of increased hate crimes in the months that followed, 
we saw young children dreading going to school, fearful for their parents, and 
troubled by comments from their peers and others at school. We could not sit 
back and do nothing. Our work had led us to find ways to help children make 
connections with one another, so we researched ways that we could help Mus-
lim children feel safe and understood. In January 2017, we launched our cam-
paign named “Counter Islamophobia through Stories” in order to flip the narra-
tive and feature positive stories of Muslims.

We sought to address misinformation on Islam and Muslims by seeking out 
books featuring Muslim children, we curated book lists to facilitate their dis-
covery, and we interviewed authors whose books we featured. In addition to the 
online campaign, we reached out to various communities of parents, teachers, 
and librarians in order to expand our reach. We led diverse storytimes, teacher 

INTRODUCTION
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workshops, and presentations in the course of our campaign. Rather serendip-
itously, we submitted a proposal to present our work at the American Library 
Association’s 2017 Annual Conference. Shortly thereafter, we began work on 
writing this book for ALA Editions in order to expand our campaign’s sphere of 
influence to educators and librarians all over the world.

This book is divided into two parts. Part I creates a broader context around 
the issue of Islamophobia. We provide a brief history of Muslims in America, 
and we connect it to the present with a detailed chapter on understanding Islam-
ophobia and its impact on children. This background outlines the problems, the 
pressing need for creating long-term change, and the reasoning behind our 
possible solution.

In Part II of this book, we present a solution. We feature curated book lists 
around four different themes, with ideas for educators and librarians to share 
these books with children for year-round engagement. Author interviews 
interspersed throughout this part offer their personal insights and motiva-
tions to tell their own stories.

Through the titles reviewed in this book, our hope is that we can all work 
together to build bridges of cultural understanding book by book, and story by 
story.
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H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S  I S  O F T E N  H A I L E D  A S  T H E  L A N D  O F  F R E E -

dom and opportunity. The sights, sounds, and feel of America—
imposing city skylines, the birthplace of jazz, a hotbed of com-
merce, medical and technological innovation, and a multicultural 
meeting ground of immigrants—all make up an idea of a country 

and its people that are leading the world in all aspects of progress and modernity.
People from all over the world have chosen to migrate to America and make 

it their home. Some such as the Irish, Jews, or more recently the Syrians, were 
fl eeing persecution in their home countries. Others came to pursue educational 
or professional opportunities. This microcosm of diversity and multicultural-
ism is refl ected in many American cities. For example, Queens, one of the most 
diverse boroughs of New York, is home to more than 138 languages.1

Many diff erent communities, oft en built around languages, countries of ori-
gin, and religious preferences, have become part of the American fabric. One 
such community that has recently garnered a lot of attention is Muslims. Mus-
lims in America are a diverse group of people from all over the world. African 
Americans, South Asians, and Arabs comprise more than three-quarters of all 
the Muslims in the United States.2 This diversity is refl ected in the diff erent 
ethnic groups, ideologies, sects, and traditions of Islam, and also in the social, 
racial, and economic makeup of Muslim Americans. While some Muslims inte-
grate Islam into their daily lives, others are nonpracticing and see being Mus-

Chapter 1

An Overview of
Muslims in America

T
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lim as just part of their culture. Irrespective of their adherence to their faith, all 
Muslims in America—from refugees forced to flee their home countries, to peo-
ple who came here looking for better jobs and lives—feel a sense of belonging 
here. This drives them to actively participate in the social, cultural, intellectual, 
and civic spheres of American life.

Muslims in America have impacted all aspects of American life, from com-
merce and business to the sciences, civil society, and the arts and popular culture. 
Sports heroes such as Muhammad Ali, Kareem Abdul Jabbar, and Ibtihaj Muham-
mad have trailblazed new paths for American athletes. The architect Fazlur Rah-
man Khan changed the landscape of American cities by designing structural 
systems for towering skyscrapers. Dr. Ayub Ommaya invented neurological 
methods to treat brain tumors, while Ernest Hamwi rolled up his waffle-like 
zalabia into the first edible ice-cream cone. The hip-hop artist Rakim and classic 
rap albums have influenced other Muslim artists such as Mos Def, Ice Cube, and 
Busta Rhymes. Dave Chappelle, Aziz Ansari, and Hasan Minaj have entertained 
audiences through various forms of media and stand-up comedy. Most recently, 
Mahershala Ali was the first Muslim American to win an Academy Award in 2017. 
From serving in the military to serving their constituents in the U.S. Senate, Mus-
lim Americans’ contributions are interwoven into the fabric of the nation.

Muslims make up one percent of the U.S. population and comprise an esti-
mated 3.45 million people of all ages in America today.3 Of these, some arrived 
as immigrants or refugees, and others are converts, but most of them are  
American-born Muslims descended from the many Muslims who have been a 
part of the American story for decades and even centuries, and even back to the 
formation of the republic.

Muslims as Part of the American Story

Historical mentions of Muslims in America predate Columbus and some are 
known to have been aboard his 1492 expedition as well. In the 1530s, the Afri-
can explorer Estevanico, also known as “The Moor,” referencing his North 
African Muslim origins, “is said to have explored Arizona and New Mexico 
in search of gold and treasure.”4 Muslim sounding names are also recorded in 
Spanish colonial documents.
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The transatlantic slave trade that began in the seventeenth century led to 
the forced migrations of many Muslims from Africa to America. Some of these 
Muslim slaves were well-educated and literate in Arabic, which helped them 
rise to leadership positions within plantations. Enslaved Muslims often made 
attempts to return to their homelands, and their writings help us trace their 
history.

Job Ben Solomon Jallo, sold as a slave to a Maryland planter, continued to 
practice his faith and made multiple attempts to escape. He managed to reach 
England as a free man in 1733, and returned to Africa in 1773. Abd Al-Rahman 
Ibrahima, a well-educated prince, was sold into slavery in Mississippi. Though 
he married and started a family, he wrote letters in the hopes of securing his 
freedom. His letter eventually reached the king of Morocco, who secured his 
release in 1828. Ibrahima embarked on a wide tour of the United States to raise 
money for his family’s freedom. He returned to Africa in 1829 but died of illness 
soon after. Omar ibn Said worked as a house slave in South Carolina. Despite 
having converted to Christianity, he remained loyal to his Islamic heritage, as 
recounted in his autobiography.

While most of these accounts are of individuals retaining their Muslim 
religious identity, there is also evidence of Islam being practiced in communal 
settings. In the communities around the Georgia and South Carolina coasts, 
“African American Muslim slaves and free men and women of color practiced 
Islam in the nineteenth century and perhaps into the early twentieth century 
as well.”5

On Sapelo Island off the coast of Georgia, a Muslim slave called Bilali served 
as an overseer and even prepared the slaves to fight off the British in the War of 
1812. Records from the Revolutionary War indicate that Muslim soldiers fought 
on the American side. This legacy continued with 292 Muslim soldiers fighting 
in the Civil War.6

As America began to take shape as a nation, the Founding Fathers too were 
cognizant of Islam and sought to include it within the ambit of religious free-
dom. John Adams praised the Prophet Muhammed in his writings; Benjamin 
Franklin was open to the preaching of Islam7 in the United States; and Thomas 
Jefferson owned a copy of the Quran and hosted the first iftar (breaking of the 
Ramadan fast) at the White House for the Tunisian ambassador in 1805.
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By practicing Islam, enslaved Muslim black men and women were reclaiming 
their lost religious and spiritual heritage. Though some practiced their faith in 
secret, many had to abandon their religion and undergo forced conversions.8 
As these slaves died off, Islam eventually petered out among second-generation 
African Americans. The loss of identity and culture as a result of the slave trade 
continues to impact the African American consciousness. Even after the abo-
lition of slavery and the Great Migration of blacks from the South to the North 
in the twentieth century, they continued to face prejudice and discrimination. 
African Americans felt a pressing need to regain their dignity, and they found a 
way to rediscover their African roots in Islam.

Within the African American community, two homegrown movements were 
inspired by Islam in the twentieth century. The Moorish Science Temple estab-
lished in 1925 preached a doctrine of shedding slave identities, and adopting 
new names and appearances with a focus on black unity and social and eco-
nomic independence. The Nation of Islam founded in 1930 gave each of its fol-
lowers an X in lieu of their last name to “represent an identity that has been sto-
len from them during slavery.”9 Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X were the most 
prominent members of the Nation of Islam. Though inspired by Islam, the core 
principles of both these movements were contrary to the teachings of orthodox 
Islam. In the 1960s, Malcolm X adopted mainstream Islam, and eventually the 
Nation of Islam merged with the Sunni tradition of Islam. Since then, there has 
been a resurgence of Islam in African American communities. Conversion is 
a way for many African Americans to connect to their Muslim past and honor 
their ancestors. Today, African Americans form 60 percent of native-born U.S. 
Muslims.

Many scholars have argued that it is problematic to view Muslims as “for-
eign” or as “threats to the United States.” On the contrary, they argue that Afri-
can American Muslims are well integrated into American society. Through 
their style, music, and activism in hip-hop, sports, and the recent Black Lives 
Matter movement, they have played a key role in shaping the American history 
of resistance and popular culture.10
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Growth of Muslim Communities in the United States

Over the years, Muslim immigrants have come to the United States for bet-
ter educational and economic prospects, while others have come as refugees 
escaping war and conflict. Some of these refugees eventually returned to their 
home countries, but many others have settled permanently in the United States. 
These first-generation immigrants had families and formed large communities 
of Muslims, all of whom call America their home.

The first wave of immigrants came between 1890 and 1920 mostly from Syria, 
Lebanon, and Palestine, territories that were under the rule of the Ottoman 
Turks. They settled in working-class neighborhoods of Detroit, Chicago, and 
the Midwest and earned a living as peddlers and factory workers. The United 
States then passed the National Origins Act in 1924, which limited immigrants 
to Christians from northern and western European countries.  However, global 
events such as World War II, the achievement of Indian and Pakistani indepen-
dence from Great Britain in 1947, the Arab-Israeli War in 1948, and the attain-
ment of independence by many former British and French colonies in Africa 
and the Middle East in the 1950s and early 1960s, resulted in continued immi-
gration of many displaced people, including another wave of Muslim immi-
grants to the United States. Muslims came from India, Pakistan, Palestine, and 
Yugoslavia.

In 1965 President Lyndon Johnson signed the Hart-Celler Act (also known 
as the Immigration and Nationality Act), which “banned discriminatory quo-
tas based on national origins.”11 This led to many more Muslim immigrants 
from Asia, Africa, and the Middle East entering the country. Although the act 
stated that all immigrants would be given equal opportunity, only people with 
a certain level of education could apply. Many of these newer immigrants were 
well-educated professionals who settled in the suburbs.

Numerous overseas conflicts that began in the 1960s and have continued 
to the present day have led Muslims to flee their homelands and come to the 
United States. Among these conflicts have been the Six-Day War between Israel 
and its Arab neighbors in 1967, the Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979, the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, civil wars in Lebanon, Somalia, and Sudan, 
the 1991 Gulf War, the disintegration of Yugoslavia, and the ethnic cleansing  
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Additionally, the U.S. invasions and occupations of 
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Afghanistan and Iraq that began in 2002 and 2003, and, more recently, civil 
wars in Libya and Syria, have created unprecedented numbers of Muslim ref-
ugees. Many of these refugees came to the United States in search of safety and 
security. The U.S. Office of Immigration Statistics states that between 2000 and 
2013 approximately one million Muslim immigrants came to the United States.12

Muslims in America today are one of the most diverse and vibrant commu-
nities of Muslims anywhere in the world. From the Muslims descended from 
those who fought in the American Civil War, to the influential all-Muslim jazz 
band, to sports heroes, hip-hop pioneers, architects, and even the creator of the 
humble ice-cream cone, American Muslims—known and unknown—fully par-
ticipate in the American dream.

When viewed through this prism of historical continuity and contributions 
to American society, the singular idea of Muslims as outsiders is refracted into 
the colorful spectrum of the diversity of people and experiences that make up 
being an American Muslim.
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literature for long-term systemic 

change, 19–24
“Muslim ban,” 12
Muslim children

Islamophobia, impact on, 14–16
literature for long-term systemic 

change, 19–24
Muslims in Story (Manglik and Siddique) 

as book-bridge for, ix–xi
See also “Muslim Kids as Heroes”

Muslim children’s literature, 217–219
Muslim Girl: A Coming of Age (Al-

Khatahtbeh), 163–164
“Muslim Kids as Heroes”

Chapter Books and Middle Grade Books, 
42–46, 49–62

choices of books for, 23
creation of theme, 22
interview with Naheed Senzai, 47–49
interview with Randa Abdel-Fattah, 

73–74
interview with Rukhsana Khan, 33–35
introduction to, 27–29
Picture Books, 29–32, 36–42
Young Adult Books, 62–72, 75–82

The Muslim Next Door: The Qur’an, the 
Media, and That Veil Thing (Ali-Karamali), 
209–210

Muslims
books by Muslim leaders/thinkers, 

83–86
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children’s books on Islam, introduction 
to, 129–131

“Counter Islamophobia through Stories” 
campaign, launch of, xv–xvi

Emma Apple on, 143–144
FAQs on, 210–214
Fatima Sharafeddine on, 92–93
Hena Khan on, 134–135
Islamophobia, causes of, 16–17
Jeannette Winter on writing about, 

96–97
leaders/thinkers, history of, 83–86
Michael Hamilton Morgan on Muslim 

civilization, 122–124
Muslims in Story (Manglik and Siddique) 

as book-bridge for, ix–xi
Rukhsana Khan on writing books about, 

33–35
S. A. Chakraborty on, 200
Shahrukh Husain on, 192–193

Muslims in America
characteristics of, 3–4
Muslim communities in U.S., growth of, 

7–8
as part of American story, 4–6
stories for sensitivity to issues faced by, 

207–208
time line of, 221–223

Muslims in Story (Manglik and Siddique)
as book-bridge, ix–xi
organization of, xvi

My Friend Is Muslim (Faith in Friendship) 
(Ejaz), 153–154

My Own Special Way (Alkhayyat), 155–156

N
Nabeel’s New Pants: An Eid Tale (Gilani-

Williams), 142
Napoli, Donna Jo, 185–186
narrative, 21–24
Nasreen’s Secret School (Winter), 97
Nasruddin, Mulla, 190–192
Nation of Islam, 6
National Geographic Kids, 84, 102–103
National Origins Act, 7
Neem the Half-Boy (Shah), 174, 175
Never Say a Mean Word Again: A Tale from 

Medieval Spain (Jules), 177–178
Newbery, John, 129
Nicholson, Reynold A., 124–125
Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story (Baskin), 

50–51
niqab (face veil), 164–165
Noor Kids, 15–16
NurtureShock (Bigler), 20
Nuru, Umm, 108–109
Nusaiba and the 5th Grade Bullies (Hussein), 

37
Nye, Naomi Shihab, 58–59

O
O’Brien, Anne Sibley, 140
Obstfeld, Raymond, 116–117
The Ogress and the Snake and Other Stories 

from Somalia (Laird), 187–188
Okupe, Roye, 196–197
The Old Woman and the Eagle (Shah), 176
The Olive Tree (Marston), 40
Ommaya, Ayub, 4
One Thousand and One Nights

The City of Brass (The Daevabad  
Trilogy) (Chakraborty) based on, 
197–198

inspirations from, 168
S. A. Chakraborty on, 198–199

1001 Inventions and Awesome Facts from 
Muslim Civilization (National Geographic 
Kids), 84, 102–103

oral history, 169
oral storytelling, 192
Owl & Cat: Muslims Are. . . (Apple), 142

p
Pai, Vanita, 89–90
Papademetriou, Lisa, 43–44
Pashto language, 176–177
Pea Boy and Other Stories from Iran (Laird 

and Adl), 184
Pichardo, Sabrina, 41–42
picture books, 23
Picture Books, Advanced

Al-Ghazali (Vitae), 98–99
Mansa Musa: The Lion of Mali (Burns), 

99–100
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Picture Books, Advanced (cont’d)
Taj Mahal: A Story of Love and Empire 

(Mann and Witschonke), 100–101
Picture Books, “Celebrating Islam”

The Apple Tree: The Prophet Says Series 
(Al-Kalby), 145

The Best Eid Ever (Mobin-Uddin), 
145–146

Bismillah Soup (Hussein), 132
Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets:  

A Muslim Book of Shapes (Khan), 133
Deep in the Sahara (Cunnane), 132–133
Going to Mecca (Robert), 136
The Grand Mosque of Paris: How Muslims 

Helped Jews during the Holocaust 
(Ruelle), 146–147

It’s Ramadan, Curious George (Rey and 
Khan), 136–137

Lailah’s Lunchbox (Faruqi), 137
The Little Girl Says Alhamdulillah (Gelgi), 

147
Mabrook! A World of Muslim Weddings 

(Robert), 139
Mommy’s Khimar (Thompkins-Bigelow), 

140–141
Moon Watchers: Shirin’s Ramadan 

Miracle (Jalali), 140
The Most Magnificent Mosque (Jungman), 

147–148
Muhammad (Demi), 141
Nabeel’s New Pants: An Eid Tale (Gilani-

Williams), 142
Owl & Cat: Muslims Are. . . (Apple),  

142
Ramadan (Celebrate the World) (Eliot), 

144–145
Snow in Jerusalem (Da Costa and Hu), 

148–149
Yaffa and Fatima: Shalom, Salaam 

(Gilani-Williams), 149
Yo Soy Muslim: A Father’s Letter to His 

Daughter (Gonzales), 149–150
Picture Books, “Folktales from Islamic 

Traditions”
Bijan and Manije (Seidabadi), 170
The Clever Boy and the Terrible, 

Dangerous Animal (Shah), 170–171

The Conference of the Birds (Lumbard), 
178

Elephant in the Dark (Javaherbin), 171
Fatima, the Spinner and the Tent (Shah), 

172
How Many Donkeys? An Arabic Counting 

Tale (MacDonald and Taibah), 
172–173

The Hungry Coat: A Tale from Turkey 
(Demi), 178–179

Little Black Fish (Behrangi), 173
Neem the Half-Boy (Shah), 174
Never Say a Mean Word Again: A Tale 

from Medieval Spain (Jules), 177–178
The Secret Message (Javaherbin), 179–180
Tunjur! Tunjur! Tunjur! A Palestinian 

Folktale (MacDonald), 180
Picture Books, “Inspiring Muslim Leaders 

and Thinkers”
The Amazing Discoveries of Ibn Battuta 

(Sharafeddine), 91
The Amazing Discoveries of Ibn Sina 

(Sharafeddine), 93–94
Journey through Islamic Art (Robert), 86
The Librarian of Basra (Winter), 86–87
Malala’s Magic Pencil (Yousafzai), 87–88
Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up 

to Become Malcolm X (Mann and 
Witschonke), 88

Muhammad Ali: A Champion Is Born 
(Barretta), 88–89

Raza’s Bindu (Pai and Khoda), 89–90
Silent Music: A Story of Baghdad 

(Rumford), 90–91
The Story of Hurry (Williams), 94
The World Is Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of 

Zaha Hadid (Winter), 95
Picture Books, “Muslim Kids as Heroes”

Amira’s Totally Chocolate World (Mair), 
29–30

Big Red Lollipop (Khan), 30
Drummer Girl (Masood), 30–31
Four Feet, Two Sandals (Williams and 

Mohammed), 31–32
King for a Day (Khan), 32
Lost and Found Cat (Kuntz and Shrodes), 

36
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Mirror (Baker), 36–37
Nusaiba and the 5th Grade Bullies 

(Hussein), 37
The Olive Tree (Marston), 40
Razia’s Ray of Hope: One Girl’s Dream of 

an Education (Suneby), 38
Saffron Ice Cream (Kheiriyeh), 38–39
Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s 

Journey (Ruurs), 39–40
Yasmine’s Belly Button (Hussein),  

40–41
Zaid and the Gigantic Cloud (Musleh), 

41–42
Pinkney, Andrea Davis, 55–57
pluralism, 214–215
Power Forward (Khan), 51–52
prejudice

See also discrimination
literature for long-term systemic 

change, 19–24
against Muslim Americans, 13–14
religious illiteracy and, 131
Shahrukh Husain on teaching children, 

193
Sumbul Ali-Karamali on Islamophobia, 

210–211
presidential election

See U.S. presidential election of 2016
Proud (Muhammad), 109–110
publisher, evaluation of, 218

q
Queens, New York, 3
quotas, 7
Quraishi, Ibrahim, 94
Quran

Rukhsana Khan on, 34
Sumbul Ali-Karamali on, 213–215

R
Rakim (hip-hop artist), 4
Ramadan (Celebrate the World) (Eliot), 

144–145
Ramadan (Muslim holiday)

Bestest Ramadan Ever (Sharif ), 158–159
books about, 130, 131
Drummer Girl (Hadidi), 30–31

It’s Ramadan, Curious George (Rey and 
Khan), 135–136

Lailah’s Lunchbox (Faruqi), 137
Moon Watchers: Shirin’s Ramadan 

Miracle (Jalali), 140
in Queens, New York, xi
Thomas Jefferson and, x

Ramadan: The Holy Month of Fasting (Khan), 
130, 156–157

Rashin, 144–145
Raza’s Bindu (Pai and Khoda), 89–90
Razia and the Pesky Presents (Sharma), 

110–111
Razia’s Ray of Hope: One Girl’s Dream of an 

Education (Suneby), 28, 38
reading, 19–24
Rebels by Accident (Dunn), 70–71
The Refugee (Gratz), 57–58
refugees

Four Feet, Two Sandals (Williams and 
Mohammed), 31–32

The Lines We Cross (Abdel-Fattah), 79–80
Lost and Found Cat (Kuntz and Shrodes), 

36
“Muslim ban” and, 12
Muslim refugees in U.S., 4, 7–8
The Red Pencil (Pinkney), 55–56
The Refugee (Gratz), 57–58
Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s 

Journey (Ruurs), 39–40
religion

in children’s books, 129
in history of Muslims in America,  

5–6
Islam, children’s books on, 129–131
Islam, FAQs on, 209–215
See also Islam

reports, list of, 230
resources, educational, 229–231
Respecting the Contributions of Muslim 

Americans (MacRae), 111–112
Revels, Robert, 174
Rey, H. A., 136–137
Riazi, Karuna, 54–55
Robert, Na’ima bint

Going to Mecca, 136
Journey through Islamic Art, 86
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Robert, Na’ima bint (cont’d)
Mabrook! A World of Muslim Weddings, 

139
Romero, Libby, 107
Roy, Prioti, 142
Ruelle, Karen Gray, 146–147
Rumford, James, 90–91
Rúmí, 124–125
Rúmí: Poet and Mystic, Selections from His 

Writings (Nicholson), 124–125
Runnymede Trust’s Commission on British 

Muslims and Islamophobia, 11–12
Rushdie, Salman, 34, 183
Russell, Charity, 40–41
Ruurs, Margriet, 39–40

S
SAALT (South Asian Americans Leading 

Together), 13
Sabri, Abdul-Fattah, 180–181
Saffron Ice Ceam (Kheiriyeh), 38–39
Said, Omar ibn, 5
Saints and Misfits (Ali), 131, 164–165
Saladin, 112–113
Saladin: The Muslim Warrior Who Defended 

His People (Geyer), 112–113
Santiago, Rose Mary, 170–171
Sarin, Amita, 181–182
Satrapi, Marjane, 76–77
Sattouf, Riad, 66–67
Saudi Arabia

A Girl Like That (Bhathena), 64–66
Naheed Senzai on, 47

The Secret Message (Javaherbin), 179–180
Seidabadi, Ali, 170
Senzai, Naheed

biography of, 49
Escape from Aleppo, 45–46
interview with, 47–48

September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks (9/11), 12
The Seven Voyages of Sinbad the Sailor 

(Yeoman), 188–189
Shah, Idries

The Clever Boy and the Terrible, 
Dangerous Animal, 170–171

Fatima, the Spinner and the Tent, 172
Neem the Half-Boy, 174

Sally Mallam on work of, 175–177
Shahnameh (Epic of Kings) (epic poem), 170
Sharafeddine, Fatima

The Amazing Discoveries of Ibn Battuta, 
91

The Amazing Discoveries of Ibn Sina, 
93–94

interview with, 92–93
Sharia, 212, 213
Sharia law, 213
Sharif, Medeia, 158–159
Sharma, Natasha, 110–111
Shrodes, Amy, 36
Significant Figures: The Lives and Work of 

Great Mathematicians (Stewart), 125–126
Silent Music: A Story of Baghdad (Rumford), 

90–91
Silk Road, 168
The Silk Road: Explore the World’s Most 

Famous Trade Route with 20 Projects 
(Ceceri), 113–114

The Sky at Our Feet (Hashimi), 59–60
slavery, 5–6
Snow in Jerusalem (Da Costa and Hu), 148–149
Sophia’s Journal (Maxfield), 23, 165–166
South Asian Americans Leading Together 

(SAALT), 13
South Asians, 3
Stamaty, Mark Alan, 105
Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s Journey 

(Ruurs), 39–40
Stewart, Ian, 125–126
The Story of Hurry (Williams), 94
Strickland, Tessa, 191
Sumbul Ali-Karamali, xi
Suneby, Elizabeth, 38

T
Tahir, Sabaa, 63–64
Taibah, Nadia Jameel, 172–173
Taj Mahal: A Story of Love and Empire (Mann 

and Witschonke), 100–101
A Tale of Highly Unusual Magic 

(Papademetriou), 43–44
Tales from the Arabian Nights: Stories of 

Adventure, Magic, Love, and Betrayal 
(Napoli), 185–186
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Ten Things I Hate about Me (Abdel-Fattah), 
71–72

terrorism
discrimination against Muslim 

Americans, ix
Islamophobia, escalation of after 9/11, 12
jihad, use of term, 212
negative portrayal of Muslims in 

American media, 16
Rukhsana Khan on beliefs about 

Muslims, 34
That Thing We Call a Heart (Karim), 75–76
theme, evaluation of, 217–218
thinkers

See “Inspiring Muslim Leaders and 
Thinkers”

Thompkins-Bigelow, Jamilah, 140–141
Throne of the Crescent Moon (Ahmed), 169, 

203–204
time line of Muslims in America, 221–223
Trump, Donald

anti-Muslim/anti-immigrant rhetoric 
used by, 12

discrimination against Muslim children 
and, 15, 16

“Muslim ban” by, 12
Tunjur! Tunjur! Tunjur! A Palestinian 

Folktale (MacDonald), 180
The Turtle of Oman (Nye), 58–59
Twenty-Two Cents: Mohammed Yunus and 

the Village Bank (Yoo), 101–102

U
The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of 

Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge 
from the Classical Islamic World (Al-
Nuwayri and Muhanna), 126–127

United States
growth of Muslim communities in, 7–8
Islamophobia in, 11–13

U.S. presidential election of 2016
attacks against Muslim children after, 15
disbelief about, xv
Islamophobia and, 12
passion for engagement after, 207

V
Vafaian, Marjan, 170
Van Wright, Cornelius, 148–149
Verelst, Suanna, 38
The Vine Basket (La Valley), 61–62
violence, 13
visual cultural cues, 169
visual diversity, 23
Vitae, Fons, 98–99

W
Wahl, Valerie, 195–196
Watched (Budhos), 81–82
websites, list of, 231
Whatley, Bruce, 179–180
When Dreams Travel (Hariharan), 204–205
Williams, Emma, 94
Williams, Karen Lynn, 31–32
Wilson, G. Willow

Alif the Unseen, 194–195
Butterfly Mosque, 159–160
Ms. Marvel: No Normal, 69–70

Winter, Jeannette
interview with, 96–97
The Librarian of Basra, 86–87
The World Is Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of 

Zaha Hadid, 95
The Wise Fool: Fables from the Islamic World 

(Husain), 189–190
Witschonke, Alan

Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up to 
Become Malcolm X, 88

Taj Mahal: A Story of Love and Empire, 
100–101

The World Is Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of 
Zaha Hadid (Winter), 95

The Wrath and the Dawn (Ahdieh), 201–202

Y
Yaffa and Fatima: Shalom, Salaam (Gilani-

Williams), 149
Yasmine’s Belly Button (Hussein), 40–41
Yelchin, Eugene, 171
Yeoman, John, 188–189
Yo Soy Muslim: A Father’s Letter to His 

Daughter (Gonzales), 149–150
Yoo, Paula, 101–102
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Young Adult Books, “Celebrating Islam”
Bestest Ramadan Ever (Sharif ), 158–159
Butterfly Mosque (Wilson), 159–160
Does My Head Look Big in This? (Abdel-

Fattah), 160–161
Enemy Territory (McKay and Kusugak), 

162–163
Muslim Girl: A Coming of Age (Al-

Khatahtbeh), 163–164
Saints and Misfits (Ali), 164–165
Sophia’s Journal (Maxfield), 165–166

Young Adult Books, “Folktales from Islamic 
Traditions”

Alif the Unseen (Wilson), 194–195
Ayat Jamilah: Beautiful Signs (A Treasury 

of Islamic Wisdom for Children 
and Parents) (Conover and Crane), 
195–196

The City of Brass (The Daevabad Trilogy) 
(Chakraborty), 197–198

The Honey Thief (Mazari and Hillman), 
200–201

Malika: Warrior Queen Part One (Okupe 
and Kalu), 196–197

Throne of the Crescent Moon (Ahmed), 
203–204

When Dreams Travel (Hariharan), 204–205
The Wrath and the Dawn (Ahdieh), 

201–202
Young Adult Books, “Inspiring Muslim 

Leaders and Thinkers”
Arabic Graffiti (Zoghbi and Karl), 114–115
Art of the Middle East: Modern and 

Contemporary Art from the Arab 
World and Iran (Eigner), 115–116

Becoming Kareem: Growing Up On and 
Off the Court (Abdul-Jabbar and 
Obstfeld), 116–117

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up 
for Education and Was Shot by the 
Taliban (Yousafzai and Lamb), 
118–119

Islamic Art (Mozzatti), 119–120
Lost History: The Enduring Legacy of 

Muslim Scientists, Thinkers and 
Artists (Morgan), 120–121

Rúmí: Poet and Mystic, Selections from 
His Writings (Nicholson), 124–125

Significant Figures: The Lives and Work 
of Great Mathematicians (Stewart), 
125–126

The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts 
of Erudition: A Compendium of 
Knowledge from the Classical Islamic 
World (Al-Nuwayri and Muhanna), 
126–127

Young Adult Books, “Muslim Kids as 
Heroes”

Arab of the Future: A Childhood in the 
Middle East, 1978–1984: A Graphic 
Memoir (Sattouf ), 66–67

A Bottle in the Gaza Sea (Zenatti), 62–63
The Complete Persepolis (Satrapi), 76–77
An Ember in the Ashes (Tahir), 63–64
A Girl Like That (Bhathena), 64–66
The Girl Who Fell to Earth: A Memoir  

(Al-Maria), 78–79
The Lines We Cross (Abdel-Fattah),  

79–80
Love, Hate and Other Filters (Ahmed), 

67–68
Ms. Marvel: No Normal (Wilson), 69–70
Rebels by Accident (Dunn), 70–71
Ten Things I Hate about Me (Abdel-

Fattah), 71–72
That Thing We Call a Heart (Karim), 

75–76
Watched (Budhos), 81–82

Yousafzai, Malala
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up 

for Education and Was Shot by the 
Taliban, 118–119

Malala’s Magic Pencil, 87–88
work of, 85

Yunus, Mohammed, 85, 101–102

Z
Zaid and the Gigantic Cloud (Musleh),  

41–42
Zenatti, Valerie, 62–63
Zia, Farhana, 154–155
Zoghbi, Pascal, 114–115
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