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[NTRODUGTION

ONE DAY IN the spring of 1994 my telephone rang. To my surprise it was
Bill Ott, editor and publisher of Booklist magazine, calling. I had met Bill
but didn’t know him well, so I presumed he wasn’t calling just to chat or
talk about those Cubs. My presumption was correct: to my amazement he
was calling to invite me—out of the blue—to do a monthly column for Book-
list. I considered his invitation for approximately five seconds before I said
“Yes.”  might have added “Try and stop me,” because to do a column was a
lifelong dream of mine. It began when I was a boy, a boy who—I'm fond of
saying—would read anything that didn’t get up and walk away. My reading
ranged from cereal boxes to the daily newspaper, from classics to comics.
Somewhere in the middle was my mother’s monthly copy of the magazine
Better Homes and Gardens. Mind you, I wasn’t that interested in homes and
gardens, either better or worse; no, what interested me was a feature that
appeared on the final page of each issue: a column called “The Man Next
Door” written by Burton Hillis (years later I discovered this was a pseud-
onym for William E. Vaughan, who also wrote for The Reader’s Digest). The
column was a cheerfully anecdotal report of his family’s small adventures
in suburbia, accompanied by some homespun aphorisms; for example,
“Suburbia is where the developer bulldozes out the trees, then names the
streets after them”; “A real patriot is the fellow who gets a parking ticket and
rejoices that the system works.” And—well, you get the idea. I enjoyed it so
much that I found myself thinking how great it would be to write a column
of my own someday. Flash forward forty or so years and I found that my
dream had just come true!

Twenty-three years have passed since Bill’s phone call and its genesis
of the column that has come to be called Carte Blanche. During that time
I’'ve written more than 250 columns about a great gallimaufry of topics (it’s
not for nothing that the column is called Carte Blanche), though all have,
in their respective ways, dealt thematically with sundry aspects of books,
reading, writing, and publishing, a fact that lends some unity and coher-
ence to what would otherwise be a ragtag assemblage.

Inevitably, some things about the column have changed over the years.
In the early days I was, at most, a shadowy presence in them; I always took
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x | INTRODUCTION

a back seat to whatever topic I was addressing, yet somehow I gradually
started to move out of the shadows and onto the page, especially when I
was discussing books, and that gave rise to a series of columns in which
I wrote about my own collections and more often than not—since I'm a
peripatetic person—about the act of moving when you own upwards of
15,000 books. You’ll find a gathering of such columns in the chapter I'm
calling—what else?—*“Books, Books, Books.” Aside from an infusion of me,
me, me, what else has changed in the columns? Well, one thing has been
my growing passion for young adult literature. In the early years it wasn’t
uncommon for me to devote a column or three to some aspect of children’s
literature, which was—after all—my first passion as a reader. But gradually
young adult literature has moved center stage, in part because of my love for
it but also, more pragmatically, because that field has become so, yes, vast
that it’s almost impossible to keep abreast of its every aspect, let alone that
of children’s literature. You won'’t find evidence of it in this book—except in
its title—but in addition to being a columnist, I'm also a reviewer for Book-
list, specializing in young adult literature and, increasingly, in adult books
as well, though this last is a topic for another time. The bottom line is that
I’'m consumed with young adult literature and my columns reflect that. One
thing hasn’t changed, however, and that’s my seeming obsession with my
age! [ was a mere stripling of 53 when I began the column; over the years
people have watched me age until, now, I have reached a spirited 76. No
matter my age, however, I’d like to think that over the years I have revealed
a sense of humor and I hope, accordingly, that I’ve been able to invest most
of my columns with some salutary wit (this is where some wise guy says,
“Well, at least he’s half right, har har har”). As for style, thanks to a degree
in journalism (I graduated from Northwestern University’s Medill School of
Journalism), I've tried to affect an accessible, easygoing expository style,
sprinkled with some polysyllables when they have seemed irresistibly ap-
posite (see what I mean?).

Given the parameters I've outlined above, I really have had carte
blanche to write about whatever has excited my interest, though if you're a
regular reader of my home base, Booklist, you’ll know that each of its issues
focuses on a spotlight topic such as Historical Fiction, Graphic Novels, Mys-
tery, and so on. Most of the time my columns will spotlight the same sub-
ject; that is, if the issue’s focus is on Mystery, my column will explore some
aspect of Mystery. The words “some aspect” are central here, because they
give me lots of latitude in my approach. That’s the good news. The bad news
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INTRODUCTION | xi

is that after you've written half-a-dozen columns about—say—Romance,
you tend to repeat yourself if you're not careful—especially if, like me, you
have about as much romance in your soul as a turnip, and a short memory.
That said, my columns doubtless reveal a sentimental streak as wide as the
state of Texas. I'm fond of saying that—like former President Clinton—I'll cry
at the grand opening of a car wash! Anyway, though it sometimes takes a bit
of heavy lifting, I think I’'ve managed to keep my approaches original. You’ll
be the judge of that when you read the columns this book contains.

About those columns: you’ll find fifty of them here. I’d like to think they
comprise the best of the best of the more than 250 I've visited on you over
the years. For ease of access I've organized them into the eight different cat-
egories you’ll discover when you take a gander at the Table of Contents.
Of course, my columns have explored far more than eight categories over
the years, so obviously some didn’t make the cut; oftentimes those are ones
that seem dated because of their focus on individual titles or topics of the
moment. Thus, for example, you won’t find any of my Columnist’s Choice
columns in which I've offered my selections of the best books of the year;
nor will you find any of the columns I’ve written about annual American
Library Association (ALA) conferences. No, forget the timely; instead I've
striven for the—dare I say it?—timeless.

Have I succeeded? You tell me. Welcome to Carte Blanche.
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FOREWORD

I MET MICHAEL CART soon after my first book Weetzie Bat was published
by Charlotte Zolotow at Harper Collins (then Harper & Row). I was in my
twenties, recently graduated from UC Berkeley, and new to the world of
publishing. I didn’t even know that I was writing a “young adult” book and
had intended Weetzie for an older, smaller audience of artists, punk rockers
and Los Angelinos, rather than for teens. As I tried to navigate this new
world, Michael came to my rescue. He was the elegant, urbane mentor I
needed. My beloved artist father, who had always championed my work,
had just died and I cast Michael in the role of an avuncular guide. But I also
saw Michael as a colleague, a friend, and, dare I admit, a bit of a crush. He
was so handsome, charming, and kind! Michael had written the quintessen-
tial review that launched my book. He drove me to one library event and,
on the way, he talked to me about his mystical experiences with meditation
and offered his astute theories on the possible psychology behind my book
The Hanged Man. Later he interviewed me for his cable author interview
show, In Print. Though I was sick with anxiety about being on camera, he
made me feel at ease. He also wrote a biography about me as part of a series
on the lives of various writers, featured my Weetzie Bat in one of his Carte
Blanche columns, and asked me to contribute stories to two anthologies he
edited. Later, when I began to focus on my adult work, he supported that as
well. I believe he had more than a little to do with my receiving the Margaret
A. Edwards Lifetime Achievement Award in 2005, an honor that changed my
career and my life.

Michael Cart is a wonderful author, editor, critic, journalist, columnist,
historian, librarian, and television star. (And I do mean star.) Most of all, he
has been a mentor and friend at the times I needed one most.

Francesca Lia Block

Los Angeles, 2017
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PREFACE

In the Beginning:
The Column That Started It All

I WAS QUICK to accept Bill Ott’s invitation to become a Booklist columnist
without thinking much about consequences. Those were among the things
I faced when I sat down to write my first column. What on earth would I
write about, and how would I go about actually doing it? It was, after all,
my first time out of the gate and I wanted to hit the ground running. Despite
my metaphors, I quickly dismissed the idea of writing about race horses,
but what else would serve? Serendipity provided the answer, for there at my
elbow was a copy of American poet Donald Hall’s Life Work, a then newly
published memoir-cum-meditation about the life of the writer and a love
for the past that I shared. It inspired me to seek out other examples of his
work, notably such children’s books as Ox-Cart Man, The Man Who Lived
Alone, and The Farm Summer 1942. Eureka! I would write about Donald Hall.
And, readers, so I did. Here’s the result, “The Great Cavern of Old Time,” my
maiden voyage as a writer. Hmmm, perhaps I should write my next column
about ships. ..
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The Great Cavern of 0ld Time

I planned long ago I would live here, somebody’s grandfather.
—Donald Hall

THESE WORDS, WHICH I serendipitously discovered while browsing the
pages of poet Donald Hall’s 1978 book Kicking the Leaves (Harper), brought
me up short because they say so much about the man I had just gotten to
know through the pages of his more recent book, Life Work (Beacon, 1993).
This engrossing memoir-cum-meditation about the work of writing and the
enormous place it occupies in the poet’s personal life goes a long way to-
ward explaining why a critic has called Hall “one of the most thorough liter-
ary professionals in America.”

Anyone who has read Life Work will readily understand that the two
most important words in that line quoted above are “here” and “grandfa-
ther.” “Here” is the old farmhouse on Eagle Pond in the shadow of New
Hampshire’s Ragged Mountain, where Hall and his wife, the poet Jane Ken-
yon, make their home, while “grandfather” invokes the spirit of Hall’s own
beloved grandparent, a man with the nicely alliterative name of Wesley
Wells, who lived—with his wife, Kate—in that same house when Hall was
a boy.

“He was my model,” Hall writes, and one supposes he was the shaper
of the poet’s ear as well, since Wesley was in the habit of telling stories and
reciting poetry out loud while he worked at farming as a then-young Donald
helped him through a “decade of summers, 1940 to 1950.”

The experiences of that decade have now been delightfully encapsulat-
ed in Hall’s newest children’s book, The Farm Summer 1942. The book tells
the simple but affecting story of the summer that a nine-year-old San Fran-
cisco boy named Peter spends on a New Hampshire farm with his grandpar-
ents while his father and mother are busy with the war effort. Peter helps
with the haying, feeds the chickens, listens to his grandfather tell stories
and recite poems, reads his father’s boyhood books, and finally—at sum-
mer’s end—returns home to the city by the bay with the promise of another
farm visit the following year.
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The art in this quiet book resides in the ginger snaps and rhubarb pie,
in the milk toast and the Moxie, in the buggy and the gull rake, in all the
closely observed details of daily living that capture, entire, the experience
and the era.

That experience is enriched by Barry Moser’s sympathetic watercolor il-
lustrations. If some of these have the flat, posed quality of snapshots from an
aging family album, that is only appropriate to a story that is itself composed
of scenes which have been preserved in the amber of the author’s memory.

A similar kind of art informs my own favorite among Hall’s growing
body of books for children: The Man Who Lived Alone (Godine, 1984). This
hauntingly understated tale of a solitary man who lives in his camp on Rag-
ged Mountain was inspired—as we learn in Life Work—by the real life of
Freeman Morrison, a cousin of Hall’s grandmother who embodied in his
first name and in his habits the persistent American dream of self-sufficien-
cy. His ruggedly independent days are beautifully evoked in Hall’s poetic,
almost elegiac prose and Mary Azarian’s woodcut illustrations.

Hall has been persistently lucky in the illustrators with whom he has
worked; indeed, one of them—Barbara Cooney—won the Caldecott Medal
for her contributions to his most famous children’s book, Ox-Cart Man (Vi-
king, 1979).

Meanwhile, Michael McCurdy has executed amazingly apposite, color
scratchboard pictures for the hardworking Hall’s next two books: Lucy’s
Christmas and Lucy’s Summer. For their inspiration, the author turned to
the long-ago girlhood of his now ninety-year-old mother. The “Lucy”’ books
will be published in fall 1994 and spring 1995 by Browndeer Press, Linda
Zuckerman’s imprint at Harcourt.

Zuckerman shares my enthusiasm for Donald Hall’s work. In fact, this
normally serious and reserved professional becomes positively ebullient
when she talks about the joys of working with a remarkable writer who is
“very clear about who he is and what he wants to do but is, nevertheless,
very open to other points of view and who relishes the idea of revisions and
of polishing a manuscript.”

She will publish a third brightly polished book by Hall in the fall of
1995. To be illustrated by Barry Moser, this book’s title, The Legend of Babe
Ruth, betrays the poet’s steadfast devotion to our national pastime. In fact,
Zuckerman tells me, Hall will be one of the featured commentators in the
forthcoming PBS series about baseball that is being produced by Ken Burns,
who gave us last season’s memorable series about the Civil War.
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It’s suitable to share, in closing, one last thing Hall has to say about
his late grandfather. He thanks him for being, as he puts it, “my source or
entrance into the great cavern of old-time.”

Hats off to Donald Hall himself for so generously sharing the treasures
he has found in that cavern in the pages of his wonderfully artful books for
children.

I don’t know what Hall’s grandparents looked like, but I wouldn’t be
surprised if they resembled the people who appear in photographer Archie
Lieberman’s new book, Neighbors (Collins San Francisco, 1993). Lieberman
first visited Scales Mound, Illinois, in 1954 on assignment for This Week
magazine. He was so captivated by the Hammers, one of the farm families
he met there, that he decided to make a photographic record of their lives.
The result was Farm Boy, which was published by Abrams in 1974. Now he
continues that record and adds to it pictures of the Hammers’ neighbors.
These moving black-and-white images haunt the memory and demonstrate
the powerful beauty of faces that are no strangers to punishingly hard work
and weather. Though published as an adult book, Neighbors is a perfect
companion to Donald Hall’s stories about rural America.

Similarly, the love Hall demonstrates for the landscape and the
multi-generational families who work it is wonderfully complemented
by Newbery medalist Patty MacLachlan’s newest book, All the Places to
Love, illustrated by Mike Wimmer and published by HarperCollins. It is a
sweet-spirited evocation by a boy named Eli of his earliest memories of the
family farm, of its meadows and hay fields, its hilltop “where the blackber-
ries grew,” its river “where the woods began”—in short, of all the places
there to love.

I predict that readers will love them, too.

June 1 and 15, 1994 * Booklist
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Chesterton, G. K., 37
Chicago Tribune, 108
chick lit, 77-78, 80
The Chicken House (publisher), 89
Childhood of Famous Americans books
(Merrill), 117
Childhood’s End (Clarke), 95
Children and Books (Arbuthnot), 154
Children’s Book Council, 140
Children’s Books and Their Creators
(Burns), 128

Children’s Literature Association, 51,
73
Children’s Literature New England
(CLNE), 149
Childress, Alice, 45
The Chocolate War (Cormier), 16, 44, 45,
59, 62, 64
Chrestomanci books (Jones), 100
The Chronicles of Narnia (Lewis), 97
Clara Barton, Girl Nurse (Merrill), 117
Clarke, Arthur C., 95, 96
Cleary, Beverly, 107
The Clique books (Harrison), 77, 78
Cole, Jack, 109
collections and collecting
author’s collection, items in, 22-23,
122-123
bequeathing collections, 31
environment of author, description
of bookshelves comprising the,
36-38
home, beloved books making a
location feel like, 26, 32
moving and, 24-26, 2729
origin of author’s collection, 19, 21—22
storing collections, 2729
Collins, Billy, 168
Collins, Gail, 78
Collins, Suzanne, 54
Columbia University, 15
Columbus, Indiana, 34-35
columns
list of best American, 172
thoughts on, 171-175
comics, 108-113
contemporary realism as trend in young
adult literature, 57
The Contender (Lipsyte), 42
Cooney, Barbara, xviii, 167
Cooper, Henry, 162
Cooper, Susan, 97
Coretta Scott King Award, 57
Cormier, Robert, 16, 44, 45, 46, 59, 62—64,
123, 153
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Costa Book Awards (Whitbread Award),
73,89

Cousins, Norman, 105

“Critical Theory and Young Adult
Literature” (Children’s Literature
Association), 51

crossover publishing of young adult and
adult books, 56—57, 129

Crutcher, Chris, 123

Cures for Heartbreak (Rabb), 58

D

Dalemark Quartet books (Jones), 100

Daly, Maureen, 41, 76

Dangerous Angels (Block), 16, 148

Danticat, Edwidge, 88

Dark is Rising books (Cooper), 97

Dark Lord of Derkholm (Jones), 100, 101

Dashner, James, 54

David Fickling Books (publisher), 89

Davis, Terry, 46

A Day No Pigs Would Die (Peck), 45

Death of a Salesman (play), 135

Death Valley Days (television show),
47

The Death and Life of Zebulon Finch
(Kraus), 57, 106

Deering Library at Northwestern
University, 19, 141-142

Denslow, W. W., 86

Derkholm books (Jones), 100

Descent into Hell (Williams), 97

The Descent of the Dove (Williams), 98

Devil in the Fog (Garfield), 73

DiCamillo, Kate, 89

DiCapua, Michael, 150

Dick Tracy (comic strip), 108

Dickens, Charles, 29, 37, 73, 74, 122, 123,
146

digital divide, 143145

Disney, Walt, 108

Distinguished Service Award (ALSC), 159

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee, 88
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Divergent books (Roth), 56

diversity in young adult books, increase
in, 57

Doctorow, Cory, 54

Donald Duck (character), 111, 112

Donald Duck in South America (Disney),
108

Donnelly, Jennifer, 71

Donovan, John, 42

Dorling Kindersley (publisher), 128

Dr. Eliot’s Five Foot Shelf (of Books), 15

Dream Days (Grahame), 91

Du Jardin, Rosamond, 47, 76

Duncan, Lois, 44

Durango Street (Bonham), 42

B

East (Pattou), 89

eccentricities in characters, 106

Edwards, Margaret Alexander, 41

Eggleston, Edward, 68

Egoff, Sheila, 97

Eliot, Charles W., 15

Eliot, T. S., 1, 98, 119

The Emerald City of Oz (Baum),
86

Emerson, Ralph Waldo, 119

empathy, reading and, 13

Enchanted Glass (Jones), 101

The Enchanted Castle (Nesbit), 98

The Enchanted Island of Yew (Baum),
22

The End of the Affair (Greene), 62

The Entertainer and the Dybbuk
(Fleischman), 115

environment of author, description of
bookshelves comprising the,
36-38

Eos Books, 89

Epstein, Connie, 50

Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini
(Fleischman), 114, 129

Eyerly, Jeannette, 42, 45
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fairy tales and folklore, 91-92

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion,
and the Fall of Imperial Russia
(Fleming), 120

Fangirl (Rowell), 56

fantasy, 85-93, 97-102

Farm Boy (Lieberman), xix

The Farm Summer 1942 (Hall), xv,
xvii—xviii

Fear Street books (Stine), 48

Fearless Fosdick (comic strip), 108

The Fellowship: The Literary Lives of the
Inklings (Zaleski and Zaleski), 17

Fenton, Paul, 167

Fielding, Helen, 80

Fielding, Henry, 73

Fine, Jana, 59

Firebird Books, 89

Fisher, Catherine, 89

Five Children and It (Nesbit), 98

Five Foot Shelf of Books, 15

The Flame and the Flower (Woodiwiss),
80

Flash Gordon (comic strip), 109

Fleischman, Sid, 103, 114-116, 119, 126,
129

Fleming, Candace, 120

Forbidden Planet (film), 148

Forever (Blume), 45

Francis Clarke Sayers Lecture, 153

Franzen, Jonathan, 3

Freddy Goes to Florida (Brooks), 161-162,
164, 165

Freddy the Detective (Brooks), 19, 21, 25,
164, 165

Freddy the Pig books (Brooks), 19, 21,
37, 83, 85, 86, 106, 135, 161-163,
164-166

Freedman, Russell, 128, 129

Frenchtown Summer (Cormier), 59, 63

Freud, Sigmund, 105

Frey, James, 130

Friends of Freddy, 162-163, 164, 165

The Friends (Guy), 45

Fritz, Jean, 128

From Hinton to Hamlet (Gallo and Herz), 51

“From the Bookish Brothers Grimm, a
Flood of Fantasy” (Smithsonian
Magazine), 123

Frost, Helen, 55, 168

Funke, Cornelia, 89, 90

“The Future Is Now” (Achenbach), 94

G

Gaiman, Neil, 88

Gallo, Don, 51

Gantos, Jack, 55, 106, 123, 129

Garden, Nancy, 48, 80

Garfield, Leon, 22, 65, 67, 68, 73-75, 146

Garis, Howard R., 85

Gasoline Alley (comic strip), 109

Geisert, Arthur, 79

Gentle, Maria A., 59

George and Martha books (Marshall), 29

George Carver, Boy Scientist (Merrill), 117

Georgia Nicholson books (Rennison), 77

Gerni, Alfred C., 138

“Get a life,” origin of phrase, 125

Gibbs, Wolcott, 141

Giblin, James Cross, 54, 129

A Girl Like Me (Eyerly), 45

The Girl Inside (Eyerly), 45

globalization of publishing, 89

Glovach, Linda, 45

Go Ask Alice (Sparks and Glovach), 45

The God Beneath the Sea (Blishen and
Garfield), 73

Going Bovine (Bray), 105

The Golden Shadow (Blishen and
Garfield), 73

Goosebumps books (Stine), 48

Gorman, Michael, 31

Gossip Girl books (Ziegesar), 77, 78

Gossip Girl (Ziegesar), 53

Grahame, Kenneth, 22, 36, 91, 122, 123

Grammar Can Be Fun (Leaf), 108
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Great Books Movement, 15

Green, John, 54, 57

Greenaway, Kate, 86, 123

Greenberg, Jan, 129

Greene, Graham, 16, 62

Grimes, Nikki, 55, 168

Grimm, Brothers, 91, 123

Grolier Award, 156

Gruelle, Johnny, 85

Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, 73,
101

The Gutenberg Elegies (Birkert), 3

Gutwirth, Marcel, 106

Guy, Rosa, 45

Gwathmey Siegel and Associates, 35

i

Hall, Donald, xv, xvii—xiXx, 4, 38, 135,
167-169

Hand, Elizabeth, 77

The Hanged Man (Block), xiii, 147

Hans Christian Andersen: The Life of a
Storyteller (Wullschlager), 123

Hard Love (Wittlinger), 59, 60

Hardy, Thomas, 70

Harlequin (publisher), 8o

Harness, Cheryl, 126

Harper (publisher), 152

Harrison, Barbara, 149

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
(Rowling), 53

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
(Rowling), 173-174

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
(Rowling), 53

Harry Potter books (Rowling), 53-54, 56,
57, 100

Harte, Bret, 38

Hawthorne, Nathaniel, 122, 123

Hazel (comic strip), 108

Heart of a Samurai (Preus), 72

The Heart Has Its Reasons (Cart and
Jenkins), 38
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Heller, Joseph, 105

Hemingway, Ernest, 15, 126, 142

Hemphill, Stephanie, 55, 72, 129

Hentoff, Nat, 42, 43

A Hero Ain’t Nothin’ but a Sandwich
(Childress), 45

Herz, Sarah, 51

Heyer, Georgette, 80

Hiaasen, Carl, 88

Hildebrandt, Brothers, 88

Hillenbrand, Laura, 121

Hillis, Burton, ix

Hinton, S. E., 37, 41, 42, 44, 46

His Dark Materials books (Pullman), 89

Hiss, Tony, 162

historical fiction, 67-72

Hobbes, Thomas, 106

Hoffman, Alice, 88

Miss Holden (librarian), 15

Hole in My Life (Gantos), 55, 106, 124,
129

The Holly Tree and Other Christmas
Stories (Dickens), 29

Holmes, Mary Annetta, 15, 138, 141

Holt, Kimberly Willis, 72

Honey Blond books (Serros), 77

Hoose, Phillip, 120

Hoosier Schoolboy (Eggleston), 68

Hoosier Schoolmaster (Eggleston), 68

Hopkins, Ellen, 55

Horn Book magazine, 37, 51

Horowitz, Beverly, 47

Houdini, Harry, 115, 147

Houts, Amy, 120

“How Adult Is Young Adult?” (YALSA
program), 51

Howl’s Moving Castle books (Jones),
100

Howl’s Moving Castle (Jones), 100

humor and wit, 105-107

The Hunger Games books (Collins),
56

The Hunger Games (Collins), 54

Hungry Tiger Press, 131
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Hurston, Zora Neale, 126
Hutchinson, Anne, 15

[

1 Am the Cheese (Cormier), 63

1 Discover Columbus (Lawson), 86

Idylls of the King (Tennyson), 92

I’ll Get There; It Better Be Worth the Trip
(Donovan), 42

The Ill-Made Knight (White), 92

I’'m Really Dragged but Nothing Gets Me
Down (Hentoff), 43

Immroth, Barbara, 149

“In Novels for Girls, Fashion Drumpfs
Romance” (Winerip), 77

In Print (cable author interview show),
Xiii, 132-133, 152

incongruity as element in humor, 106

The Inklings, 98

The Inklings (Carpenter), 98

Internet’s impact on reading, 12-13

Introduction to Biography for Beginners
(Bentley), 119

irony as element in humor, 106

J

Jack Holborn (Garfield), 68, 73, 74

James, Henry, 16, 37

Jane Eyre (Bronte), 79

Janeczko, Paul B., 168

Jazz Country (Hentoff), 42

Jenkins, Christine, 38

Jerome (Saint ), 157

John Diamond (Garfield), 73

John Lennon: All I Want Is the Truth
(Partridge), 129

John Newbery Medal, 86, 128

Johnny Crow’s Garden (Brooke), 86

Johnson, Crockett, 150

Jones, Diana Wynne, 36, 89,
100-102

Jordan, Sandra, 129

Joyce, James, 70
Joyce, William, 159

K

Kaaberbol, Lene, 89

Kadohata, Cynthia, 88
Kampung Boy (Lat), 129

Kenney, Donald J., 59

Kenyon, Jane, xvii

Kerr, M. E., 44

Key, Ted, 108

Kicking the Leaves (Hall), xvii
Mr. Kimmel (author’s teacher), 5
King Arthur books (Pyle), 92
King of the Mild Frontier (Crutcher), 123
Koertge, Ron, 55

Kooser, Ted, 168

Kraus, Daniel, 57, 105, 106
Kraus, Lawrence M., 91

Kraus, Ruth, 150

Krazy Kat (comic strip), 109
Kristof, Nicholas, 171

Kroch’s & Brentano’s bookstore, 21
Krull, Kathleen, 126, 128
Kushner, Tony, 150

Kuskin, Karla, 153

L

L. Frank Baum: Creator of Oz (Rogers), 123

Ladies’ Home Journal, 108

Lambert, Janet, 47, 76

Lang, Andrew, 37

Larrick, Nancy, 48

Lat, 129

Laughing Matter (Gutwirth), 106

Laurel Canyon, Los Angeles, 147

Lawson, Robert, 22, 86-87, 108, 123

Leaf, Munro, 108

The Legend of Babe Ruth (Hall), xviii

length of books as trend in young adult
literature, 57

Leonard, Elmore, 88
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Levin, Betty, 149
Levithan, David, 37
Lewis, C. S., 17, 95, 97, 99, 100
LGBTQ literature
increase in, 57-58
origin of genre, 48
as romance subgenre, 80
libraries, author’s memories of, 140-142
Library of Congress Center for the Book,
140
Lieberman, Archie, xix
Life with Father (play), 92
Life Work (Hall), xv, xvii, xviii, 167
The Life and Death of Adolf Hitler (Giblin),
55, 129
The Life of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (Carr),
123
Li’l Abner (comic strip), 108
Lincoln: A Photobiography (Freedman), 128
Lipson, Eden Ross, 159
Lipsyte, Robert, 42, 44
literacy survey, 4
Little Brother (Doctorow), 54
Little Lulu (comic book), 109
Little Orphan Annie (comic strip), 108
Lives of Writers: Comedies, Tragedies,
and What the Neighbors Thought
(Krull), 126
Livingston, Myra Cohn, 6, 7, 135, 155-156
Lloyd, Saci, 54
Logansport, Indiana, 68-69, 137, 143
Logansport—Cass County (IN) Public
Library, 15, 21, 67, 68, 69, 92,
137-139, 140141, 143-145
“The Loneliness of the Long-Distance
Reader” (Robinson), 12
Long, Joanna Rudge, 149, 150
Look Behind You Lady (Fleischman), 114
Looking for Alaska (Green), 54
The Lord of the Rings books (Tolkien), 97
Los Angeles Times, 173
Lost Boy (Yolen), 126
Lowell, Amy, 16
Lowry, Lois, 44, 153
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Lucas, George, 113

Lucky Song (Williams), 153
Lucy’s Christmas (Hall), xviii
Lucy’s Summer (Hall), xviii
Lynch, Chris, 51, 159

M

MacDonald, George, 98

MacLachlan, Patty, xix

Maddow, Rachel, 120

The Magical Land of Noom (Gruelle), 86

Maguire, Gregory, 149, 151

Mahy, Margaret, 89

Malamud, Bernard, 119

Malory, Thomas, 92

Mandrake the Magician (comic strip), 109

Manners Can Be Fun (Leaf), 108

Mansfield, Jayne, 148

“The Man Next Door” (Hillis), ix

The Man Who Lived Alone (Hall), xv,
xviii

Many Dimensions (Williams), 97-98

Marcus, Leonard, 128, 150

Margaret A. Edwards Award, 44, 59, 62,
90

Mark, Daryl, 150

Mark Twain and the Queens of the
Mississippi (Harness), 126

Marquez, Gabriel Garcia, 16

Marshall, James, 29

Maugham, W. Somerset, 25, 150

Mayer, Peter, 164-165, 166

Mazer, Norma Fox, 46

The Maze Runner (Dashner), 54

McCaffrey, Anne, 90

McCay, Winsor, 149

McCloskey, Robert, 123

McCurdy, Michael, xviii

McElderry, Margaret, 153, 155

McLuhan, Marshall, 10

McQueen, Steve, 30

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl (Andrews),
105
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mean-girl lit, 53, 80
memorial tributes
for Charlotte Zolotow, 152—154
for Michael Printz, 156—157
for Myra Cohn Livingston, 155-156
for William C. Morris, 158-160
Meyer, Stephanie, 54, 77
Michael L. Printz Award, 52, 53, 54, 55, 59,
105-106
Michaels, Lorne, 162
Milhaud, Darius, 155
Miller, Arthur, 135
Miller, J. Irwin, 34
A Million Little Pieces (Frey), 130
Mills and Boon (publisher), 8o
Milne, A. A., 36
Minders of Make-Believe (Marcus),
128
Miyazaki, Hayao, 100
Monroe, Marilyn, 147
Monster (Myers), 53, 59-60
Moon Harvest (Block), 147
Moore, Anne Carroll, 153, 154
Moore, Henry, 35
Morris, William C., 135, 158-160
Moser, Barry, xviii
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus, 150
Mr. Mysterious and Company
(Fleischman), 114
Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present
(Zolotow), 152
Mr. Revere and I (Lawson), 86
Mr. Wilmer (Lawson), 86—87
multicultural literature
lack of, reasons for, 48-49
WNDB promoting increase of, 57
My Darling, My Hamburger (Zindel),
4243
My Father’s Scar (Cart), 34
My Grandson Lew (Zolotow), 152
Myers, Christopher, 60
Myers, Walter Dean, 37, 44, 46, 53, 57, 59
The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Dickens),
73

N

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA),
11, 16, 140

National Library Week, 140, 142

National Poetry Month, 140

Nature’s Half Acre (film), 36

Neighbors (Lieberman), xix

Nelson, Judy T., 59

Nelson, Marilyn, 129, 168

Nesbit, E., 98—99, 100

New York Public Library, 154

New York Times, 158, 168

New Yorker, 141

Newbery Medal, 86, 128

Nicholson, George, 50

Nicholson, William, 149

Nimona (graphic novel), 110

Nix, Garth, 89, 90

No Laughing Matter (Heller), 105

Noises and Mr. Flibberty Jib (Crampton),
138

The NomeTrilogy (Pratchett), 89

Nordstrom, Ursula, 152, 154

A Northern Light (Donnelly), 71

Notes Towards the Definition of Culture
(Eliot), 1

Nye, Naomi Shihab, 168

0

Oates, Joyce Carol, 88

The Odd Couple (play), 92

Of Human Bondage (Maugham), 25

“Of Risk and Revelation” (Cart), 51

Mr. Olsen (Deering Library curator of rare
books), 22

The Once and Future King (White), 92, 93

One Book, One Community movement, 16

One Crazy Summer (Williams-Garcia), 72

Oppel, Kenneth, 89

Oprah’s Book Club, 16

Ott, Bill, ix, xv

out loud, reading, 4-5

Out of the Silent Planet (Lewis), 95
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The Outsiders (Hinton), 41, 42
Overlook Press, 164—165

Ox-Cart Man (Hall), xv, xviii, 167
0z books (Baum), 86, 97, 162

P

Pamela; or, Virtue Rewarded
(Richardson), 79

The Park Book (Zolotow), 152

Partridge, Elizabeth, 129

Paterson, Katherine, 153

Paths through the Forest (Peppard), 123

Pattou, Edith, 89

Paulsen, Gary, 37, 157

Peanuts (comic strip), 109

Pearl, Nancy, 16

Peck, Richard, 44

Peck, Robert Newton, 45

Pedersen, Knud, 120

Pedro and Me (Winick), 129

Pei, I. M., 35

Pelli, Cesar, 35

Pennac, Daniel, 4, 5

Penrod books (Tarkington), 79

Peppard, Murray B., 123

Perelandra (Lewis), 95

Perfect Summer (Pascal), 47

Peskorz, Adela S., 59

Peter Churchmouse books (Austin), 85

Peterson, Christine, 94

The Phantom (comic strip), 109

Phoenix Award, 73

Picasso, Pablo, 15

The Pigman (Zindel), 42

Pigs from A to Z (Geisert), 79

Pike, Christopher, 48, 50

Pinsky, Robert, 168

Plastic Man comic books, 109

Poe, Edgar Allan, 115, 122

poet laureates, 167-169

Porter’s Girl of the Limberlost (Stratton),
68

The Portrait of a Lady (James), 16
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Postcards from No Man’s Land
(Chambers), 71

Potter, Beatrix, 149

Powell, Anthony, 22, 37, 122

Pratchett, Terry, 89

Presenting Robert Lipsyte (Cart), 123

Preston, Douglas, 95

Preus, Margi, 72

Pride and Prejudice (Austen), 79

Prince Valiant (comic strip), 109

Principal Products of Portugal (Hall), 167

print-based culture, shift from, 3-5

Printz, Michael, 59, 61, 156157

Printz Award, 52, 53, 54, 55, 59, 105-106

The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes
(Starrett), 22

Prose, Francine, 88

Pullman, Philip, 88-89

Pulse imprint (Simon &Schuster), 53

Purple Mountain Press, 164

Pyle, Howard, 92

|l

Queen Xixi of Ix (Baum), 22

R

Rabb, Margo, 58
Rabbit Hill (Lawson), 86
Rachel Maddow: Primetime Political
Commentator (Houts), 120
Raggedy Ann and Andy and the Camel
with the Wrinkled Knees (Gruelle),
85
Raggedy Ann books (Gruelle), 85-86
Raggedy Ann Stories (Gruelle), 85
Raiders of the Lost Ark (film), 113
Rapp, Adam, 37
reading aloud, 4-5
reading and writing
book discussion groups, 15-17
Internet’s impact on reading, 12-13
lessons learned from reading, 12—14
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reading and writing (continued)
love of reading and writing, author’s,
9-11
reasons for reading, 1
selfish, questioning if reading is, 6-8
virtual images, shift from a print-
based culture to one based on, 3-5
young adults’ need for reading, 10-11
“Reading at Risk” (NEA), 16
Reefer Madness (film), 45
Regency romances, 80
“The Reluctant Dragon” (Grahame), 91
Rennison, Louise, 53, 80, 105
Richardson, Samuel, 79
Rivers, Joan, 71
Robert Cormier: Daring to Disturb the
Universe (Campbell), 123
Robert F. Sibert Informational Book
Medal, 54, 129
Robinson, Colin, 12
Rochman, Hazel, 59
Rodda, Emily, 89
Rogers, Katharine M., 123
role models and biography, 120—121
Rollins, Lucy, 44
romance fiction, 76-81
Romance Writers of America, 80
Romiger, Loni, 164-165
Rominger, Wray, 164-165, 166
Roomies (Zarr and Altebrando), 56
Roosevelt, Theodore, 125-126
Rowell, Rainbow, 56
Rowling, J. K., 53, 88, 89, 100
Runaway Girl: The Artist, Louise Bourgeois
(Greenberg and Jordan), 129
Runyon, Damon, 171

S

Saarinen, Eero, 35

Sabatini, Rafael, 67

sad endings in books, 13

Saint Jerome, 157

Salinger, J. D., 41

“The Sand in the Oyster” (Campbell), 51

Santayana, George, 70

sarcasm as element in humor, 106

Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow
(Sturm and Tommaso), 129

Saturday Evening Post, 108

Sayers, Francis Clarke, 153, 154

Scales, Pat R., 59

Scaramouche (Sabatini), 67

School Days in Disneyville (Disney), 108,
141

School Library Journal, 37, 51

Schulz, Charles, 109

“Science and Religion Share Fascination
in Things Unseen” (Kraus), 91

science fiction, 94-96

selfish, questioning if reading is, 6-8

“The Selfish Giant” (Wilde), 25

Sendak, Maurice, 149-151

series of books as trend in young adult
literature, 56—57

Serros, Michele, 77

Dr. Seuss (Theodor Geisel), 126

Seventeenth Summer (Daly), 41, 76

Shakespeare Stories (Garfield), 73

Shakespeare Stories II (Garfield), 73

Shange, Ntozake, 88

Shanghai Flame (Fleischman), 114

Sheff, David, 129

Sheff, Nic, 129

Shelley, Mary, 126

Shepard, Ernest H., 29

Shirley, Jean, 126

Sibert Medal, 54, 129

Sick, Karlan K., 59

Simon Pulse, 53

Sir Charlie (Fleischman), 115

Sir Walter Ralegh and the Quest for El
Dorado (Aronson), 54, 129

Sis, Peter, 129

Skellig (Almond), 59, 61

Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill
(architecture firm), 35

Slumber Party (Pike), 48

Smith (Garfield), 67, 68, 73, 74, 75

Smuda, Jan, 149
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Sones, Sonya, 55, 168

The Song of the Cardinal (Stratton-Porter),
5, 68

Sorority 101 books (Harmon), 78

Sparks, Beatrice, 45

Speak (Anderson), 59, 61

speculative fiction, 54, 57, 83, 89—90, 91,
95. See also fantasy; science fiction

St. Nicholas, 37

Stanley, Diane, 128

Stanley, John, 109

Starrett, Vincent, 22, 23

Stein, Gertrude, 15

Steve Canyon (comic strip), 109

Stevenson, Robert Louis, 25, 37, 73, 122,
126

Stine, R. L., 48, 50

Stop Pretending (Sones), 55

Strachey, Lytton, 119

Stratton-Porter, Gene, 5, 68

The Straw Donkey Case (Fleischman), 114

Stroud, Jonathan, 89

Sturm, James, 129

Sue Barton, Student Nurse (Boylston), 41

Sullivan, George, 129

superheroes, 109

Superman comic books, 109

surprise as element in humor, 106

Sutherland, Zena, 135, 153, 154

Sutton, Roger, 59

Sweet Dreams books (Bantam Books), 47

Sweet Valley High books (Pascal), 47, 50,
76, 80

T

The Tale of Despereaux (DiCamillo), 89

Talking Animals and Others: The Life and
Work of Walter R. Brooks, Creator
of Freddy the Pig (Cart), 123

Tarkington, Booth, 79

Taylor, Florance, 68

Teens’ Top 10 Lists (YALSA), 90

Tempest imprint (Avon Publications),
53
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Tennyson, Alfred, 92

Terry and the Pirates (comic strip), 109

Tex (Hinton), 46

That Hideous Strength (Lewis), 95

The Thief Lord (Funke), 90

Third Pacific Rim Conference in
Children’s Literature, 152

This Boy’s Life (Wolff), 129

This Is All (Chambers), 16

This Land Was Made for You and Me: The
Life and Times of Woody Guthrie
(Partridge), 129

Thoreau, Henry David, 126

Thursday’s Child (Egoff), 97

Tithe: A Modern Faerie Tale (Black), 90

“Today’s YA Writers: Pulling No Punches”
(Lynch), 51

Toklas, Alice B., 15

Tolkien, J. R. R., 17, 97, 98, 99

Tolstoy, Leo, 37

Tommaso, Rich, 129

Top 10 Fantasy Books for Youth
(Booklist), 101

Tough Guide to Fantasyland (Jones), 101

The Tough Winter (Lawson), 86

Town Boy (Lat), 129

Towpath Andy (Taylor), 68

Travers, P. L., 36
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