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W
HAT Are INFOrMATIONAl BOOKS? “great stories that have the 
added advantage of being true.” That’s how Dinah stevenson, longtime 
children’s book editor and publisher, described them as we chatted in 
her ALA exhibit booth, surrounded by new and intriguing titles (pers. 

comm.). nearly all informational books are about 
concrete subjects, things that can be seen and heard 
and touched, the lives of real people, places that 
can be visited, or the stories of real events. That 
connection with the real world is the heart of the 
attraction of informational books. “Kids . . . want 
to know truths,” susan Kuklin, a prolific nonfiction author, wrote about her work.2 
Parents and teachers seeking to encourage young people to become readers will find 
such books an excellent bridge between their children’s lives and personal interests and 
the larger world waiting for their discovery. For young children, parents and teachers 
begin with picture books.

What Are 
Informational Picture 

Books?

What we too often forget when considering the 

importance of nonfiction reading is the pleasure, the art, 

the wonder of it. We do not want to develop students 

who read nonfiction just for function, or for school 

success, but students who read nonfiction for enjoyment, 

to be fascinated, to discover.

—NELL DUkE1

1

FACING PAGE ART FROM 

Book Fiesta by Pat Mora 
Text copyright © 2009 by Pat Mora; illustrations 
© 2009 by Rafael Lopez. Used by permission of 
HarperCollins Children’s Books.
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From birth—and perhaps even before—children strive to learn about the world 
around them. Throughout their childhood, books help in this task. books with pictures 
are a natural starting point, since visual literacy starts long before a child can decode 
words on a page. Well before children can read, they can follow the pictures and put 
together the information they need to ask and answer questions and to grasp a story. 
For early readers, pictures continue to provide helpful cues to the text. even for adults, 
it’s said, a picture is worth a thousand words. today, in a world of ubiquitous screens 
and images, children expect to learn about their world through pictures. And advances 
in laser scanning technology and other changes in book production over the last forty 
years have made it possible to produce reasonably priced books with astonishing 
images on every page. A wealth of attractive and interesting picture books has been the 
result. Those that are factual, as well, are informational picture books.

“We are in the golden Age of Picture book biography,” author and blogger marc 
tyler nobleman writes.3 he argues that informational picture books are really for all 
ages, splendid introductions to a subject because “concise writing is in high demand,” 
and “everyone likes pictures.” on another blog, hosted by a group of nonfiction authors, 
there was extensive discussion of the importance of picture books in late 2010, reacting 
to a controversial New York Times article about the genre.4 “The form . . . allows readers 
time and space to contemplate the science ideas as they look back and forth between 
the visuals and the text,” wrote melissa stewart. “besides being so compelling and 
delicious, the artwork in picture books can often teach kids more about a complex 
subject than the text,” roz schanzer added.5 responding to the same provocative 
article, the children’s book director for global Fund for children (which produces 
books about children around the world, photo essays designed for young readers and 
listeners) wrote to an electronic mailing list, “our nonfiction picture books continue to 
be in demand.”6 These authors, illustrators, and publishers are referring to books about 
a wide variety of subjects, but all agreed that the picture book format is both popular 
and effective.

There is no question that these colorful books are eye-catching. even my college 
students, in training to be teachers, confessed that when they chose books to read for 
the class they looked at the covers and the pictures. in evaluating informational books 
they wrote comments such as “The pictures grabbed my attention” and “The book had 
real pictures which made it engaging and brought it to life.” There is no lack of books 
to choose from. According to bowker—a company that charts publishing trends for 
libraries, publishers, and booksellers—of over 14,000 informational books published 
for young children in 2008, half were illustrated. most of those 7,000 new and backlist 
titles do not rely on illustration heavily enough to be considered picture books, but a 
substantial number certainly were (r. staats, bowker, unpublished data). it can be hard 
to know how to choose among them.

in January 2011, the Association of booksellers for children and bowker Pubtrack 
announced the results of a study that surprised and pleased many in the children’s book 
world. Among its conclusions: consumers still value books and reading over all other 
media in children’s lives; and, parents, teachers, relatives, librarians and booksellers are 
the most important influences in their reading choices.7 if we have that responsibility, 
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we need to educate ourselves to be the most positive, knowledgeable influences we 
can be. This is where selection tools such as this book, review magazines and websites, 
award lists, and library and bookseller’s suggestions come in. We need many pairs 
of eyes, many readers to assess the available books and find the best and the most 
appropriate for the young readers we serve.

The 250 books annotated in the chapters that follow represent one person’s 
selection of excellent books published in the last five years that are intended to convey 
information to child readers through a combination of text and pictures. i’ve selected 
books included on a variety of award and best books lists as well as books that may 
have been overlooked.

my target reader set for this selection includes children from 3 to 10. At age 3, 
children understand that an image can represent a reality.8 They can apply what they 
have learned from a picture to their everyday lives. not long after that, they come to 
understand the difference between a made-up event and reality.9 During elementary 
school, parents, teachers, and librarians reinforce this distinction by actively teaching the 
concepts of fiction and nonfiction. most children come to understand this reasonably 
quickly, although, as with any other developmental turning point, the exact age varies. 
but plenty of children are encouraged to keep believing some stories long after others 
have consigned them to a fantasy world. (A teacher i know recalled one of her worst 
moments, when she mentioned the tooth fairy to her fourth graders and realized from 
their shocked expressions that several were still believers.) elementary school children 
will ask, “is that true?” “Did that really happen?” it is helpful to offer books to children 
that will help them distinguish between real and make-believe. And it’s important that 
their “true” books be genuinely true.

in choosing books for this selection, i was looking for a range of books of 
demonstrated quality among the larger number that might be categorized as 
informational picture books. by nature, i am not a person who likes hard-and-fast 
definitions, and these categories are particularly slippery: What is a picture book? What 
is an informational book? What do librarians, teachers, publishers, and book reviewers 
mean when they use this phrase? most people seem to use the terms comfortably, but 
when asked about particular books, it turns out that the edges of these concepts are 
fuzzy. What follows are answers i’ve come to in compiling this selection and some 
examples of books that others might categorize differently.

WHAT IS AN INFOrMATIONAl BOOK?

i recently spent a week at the beach with a friend’s grandchildren. These two boys, ages 
5 and 7, had great imaginations. They used fantasy characters and fantasy tropes in 
their own play, and happily listened to their grandmother’s made-up stories. but they 
also enjoyed looking at and listening to picture books. They didn’t care or even seem 
to notice whether the text was prose or poetry, whether information was embedded 
in a fictionalized story. They did care about the connection to their real world. They 
heard poetry from talking sea creatures, a nonfiction book about an undersea explorer, 
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and a nearly wordless picture book about friendship and cooperation starring seals. 
They liked them all. What appealed about all those books was the connection to their 
immediate, personal experience.

For the young child—as for adults—in a sense, everything is informational. We 
come to understand our world as much or more from the facts offered by the stories 
we read and the movies and shows we see, as we do from the more straightforward 
reportage. Unless they are told otherwise, children expect that what they read and hear 
will be true. even adults need reminders and context clues to distinguish fact from 
fantasy.

An informational book is written to inform readers. The intent matters. The phrase 
informational book is often used interchangeably with nonfiction. The latter is a library 
term, describing everything not shelved in the Fiction and Picture book sections in 
libraries using cataloging systems based on versions of the Dewey decimal system. 
mythology and folklore are often given Dewey numbers and shelved in nonfiction 
collections, but they are not informational. They are usually reworkings of traditional 
stories; informational in intent only in the way they introduce children to a perhaps 
unfamiliar story. Poetry, too, has its own section and specific number among the 
nonfiction books. Poetry is a form, like short stories or comic books or graphic novels. 
Poetry can be used to convey facts, distill an experience, or describe something wholly 
imagined. it might or might not be informational.

Adults who deal with children have been grappling with this definition for 
generations, especially as they tried to identify the best of such books. The oldest award 
for children’s informational books is the orbis Pictus Award, given by the national 
council of teachers of english to books whose “central purpose [is] the sharing of 
information.”10 According to the criteria for the sibert informational book Award 
(given by the Association for Library service to children, or ALsc, a division of 
the American Library Association), an informational book conveys “documentable 
factual information.”11 but documentation is often missing from a book for young 
readers. And can it have fictional elements? Does it make any difference if it is told as 
a narrative as exposition, as a series of facts, as a poem? it does make a difference for 
these awards, but is the difference meaningful for the reader or for the adult who is 
guiding the reader?

exposition has been the customary way to deliver facts to adults, but there is a 
long tradition of conveying facts to children through story. notable examples include 
holling clancy hollings’s great Lakes–traveling Paddle to the Sea (1941), David 
macaulay’s Cathedral (1973), and subsequent titles such as Mosque (2003), all published 
by houghton mifflin. many would argue—and some brain research supports the 
idea—that we all learn better through story because stories engage our emotions.12 in 
her 1979 edition of Children’s Literature in the Elementary School, charlotte huck offers 
several examples of “informational picture books” that are “exceptions to the rule that 
says information is distorted by a veil of fiction.”13 They present information about a 
subject but it comes through imagined narrators and situations.

The imaginary ms. Frizzle has piloted a generation of schoolchildren through 
science and social science topics. i’ve included a recent ms. Frizzle title, The Magic 
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School Bus and the Climate Challenge (by Joanna cole, scholastic Press, 2010). reviews 
of this and others in the series in The Horn Book have appeared in the informational 
book section. explaining that placement, roger sutton, the magazine’s editor, told me: 
“in the case of the magic school bus books . . . the distinction between the fictional/
fantasy elements and the information about science is clearly underlined, with the 
balance tipping in the direction of the latter” (pers. comm.). elementary school readers 
can tell what is fantasy and what is fiction, not only through their own sense of what 
can actually be true but also through explanations in the back matter. And, in these 
titles, there is more information than story.

The sun is the imagined narrator in molly bang’s Living Sunlight (blue sky Press, 
2009), but both the intent and the effect are informational, explaining how the sun’s light 
energy becomes the energy for life on earth. in My Little Round House (groundwood 
books, 2009), a description of mongolian nomadic life, Jilu’s first-person story begins 
in his mother’s womb. (helen mixten adapts the story by mongolian author/illustrator 
bolormaa baasansuren.) James rumford’s Silent Music (roaring brook Press, 2008) 
is a completely imagined story introducing the beautiful Arabic script in a realistic 
baghdad setting. The manatee’s experience in Jim Arnosky’s Slow Down for Manatees 
(g. P. Putnam’s sons, 2009) has been distilled from an actual event. The naturalist has 
organized it into a narrative whose purpose is not the story arc but the information he 
is conveying. There is no anthropomorphization. i’ve included all four of these books. 
in spite of imagined elements, they are informational picture books. The line i’ve tried 
to draw reflects both the author’s intent, as far as i can discern it, and my judgment of 
how the reader will experience the book.

but what if parts of an apparently true story have been changed? Facts matter. 
Librarians have long consigned the imagined childhood events and made-up 
conversations of the childhood of Famous Americans series to the category of historical 
fiction. it is fiction with a didactic intent. The back cover of current editions calls them 
“fictionalized biographies.” still, plenty of picture-book biographies are published 
today with imagined dialogue. “i think that invented dialogue simply cannot exist in 
nonfiction,” writes Vicky smith, children’s editor for Kirkus magazine, when asked 
about the difference between that magazine’s categories: picture book, informational 
picture book, and nonfiction (pers. comm.). For that magazine, as a rule, books with 
imagined dialogue are either described as picture books or fiction.

informational picture books are an extension of the nonfiction continuum. but 
looking at library cataloging, even from the Library of congress, we see again that 
there are no hard-and-fast rules. And even Kirkus has made exceptions. For the most 
part i have avoided using biographies and histories with extensive imagined dialogue. 
Where there are other invented elements, i have tried to point them out. A book that 
deals with exactly this issue, and which i included in this selection, is Abe Lincoln 
Crosses a Creek (schwartz & Wade books, 2008) where author Deborah hopkinson 
and illustrator John hendrix make a point of showing how the imagination of the 
creators shapes the story.

The phrase narrative nonfiction is often used to describe informational books 
that use techniques of fiction: stories told with a narrative arc, developed settings 
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and characters, rising and falling action, dialogue and interior monologue. These 
increasingly popular techniques are particularly appropriate for biographies and 
historical accounts. The dialogue and personal thoughts in these books will come out 
of the writer’s research. A skilled writer such as barbara Kerley can take quotations 
from primary sources and fit them into a new narrative, as she did in her biography 
of President Theodore roosevelt’s daughter, What to Do about Alice? (scholastic Press, 
2008). but narrative nonfiction is not the only possibility; informational books for 
young readers and listeners take other forms as well.

traditionally, informational books for schoolchildren were written in a 
straightforward fashion, with topics introduced and highlighted by chapter headings 
and subheadings, and with clear topical or chronological organization. many subject 
books intended for the school and library markets and some informational titles sold 
in bookstores are still presented that way. Deborah heiligman’s Celebrate Diwali 
(national geographic, 2006) and other books in that excellent series on religious 
holidays are good examples.

changes in book production have led to the rise of the photo essay, in which the 
pictures are the attraction and deliver much of the information while the text may 
be limited to a few lines and photo captions. There may be dual narratives, where a 
simple text for younger readers and listeners accompanies a more complex one. often 
the subject is put into context by an afterword, intended for an older reader or adult. 
nic bishop’s series for scholastic, including Spiders (2007), Frogs (2008), and Lizards 
(2010), is an appealing example.

in her groundbreaking Radical Change (h. W. Wilson, 1999), eliza Dresang 
referred to some books as “handheld hypertext,”14 texts that don’t require linear reading. 
These don’t provide a narrative. instead, the child reader constructs the narrative using 
text and illustration together as well as clues provided by the design. scholastic’s magic 
school bus series is one example. simon & schuster’s insiders series goes even further 
toward the reference book end of the continuum. A local librarian told me that an 
insiders volume was her son’s favorite bedtime story long before he could read; well 
loved to the point that the family finally limited him to one double-page spread per 
evening. As soon as he could sound out words, he was reading these complex books 
on his own, puzzling out the informational bits whose illustrations had attracted his 
attention. metametrics’ Lexile Framework for reading, an often-cited measurement 
of text difficulty, codes some of these books ig, “illustrated guides,” a category that 
covers the range from encyclopedias to books presented topically in single or double-
page chunks. in these books “text pieces could be moved around without affecting the 
overall linear flow of the book.”15

Finally there are interesting new hybrids. The text of Jason chin’s Redwoods 
(roaring brook Press, 2009) reads like an extensive encyclopedia entry. The illustrations 
show the boy’s fantasy journey into the forest and up to the top of a tree, demonstrating 
what an able nonfiction reader might be doing with material that seems, on its surface, 
bland.

everyone likes to learn new things. When children or adults say they prefer fiction, 
they may well be thinking more about style than about content. some readers like to 
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amass facts and skip around in their reading; others love a good story but retain all of 
its background; still others want information organized clearly so they can see what’s 
important. some prefer photographs, something that looks like the real thing; others 
like the additional emotional and informational content that a good artist can convey. 
These differences are more a matter of taste than a matter of definition.

in any preschool or day-care center, informational books are an important part 
of the library. such books may have talking toothbrushes and anthropomorphized 
animals. invented dialogue and imagined incidents have always been part and parcel 
of the presentation of information to the very young. At what point should teachers 
and librarians insist on total accuracy and realism in the books they recommend? 
And at what point does a subject become too complex to be explained correctly to 
a child? These are questions without easy answers. The common sense response is “it 
depends.” rather than eliminate books with fictional elements and possibly misleading 
simplification, i have included some whose purpose is obviously informational but 
have pointed out such embellishments in my annotation.

WHAT IS A PICTUre BOOK?

The second part of the phrase informational picture book is an equally blurry category. 
most adults remember informational books from their childhood as a sea of gray type, 
dull in presentation even if the subject was interesting. A college junior in my children’s 
literature class wrote in her reading response journal, “if informational books could be 
like picture books, it would be great.” The good news is that today, they are. changing 
expectations and tastes, as well as advances in printing and publishing that have reduced 
the cost and complexity of adding color illustrations, have led to a situation where 
more often than not, an informational book, even one for readers in grades six through 
ten, is illustrated on nearly every page. books in houghton mifflin’s scientists in the 
Field series, such as Pamela turner’s The Frog Scientist (2009) or sy montgomery’s 
Tarantula Scientist (2007), have considerable appeal even for reluctant readers because 
of the eye-catching photographs that add to the information in the text. national 
geographic’s award-winning Face to Face series features photographs and personal 
encounters described by naturalists who have studied all sorts of appealing creatures: 
butterflies, manatees, penguins, elephants, lions, and many more. A patient listener 
with a special interest will certainly enjoy seeing these, but they are beyond the usual 
understanding of picture book.

in a well-edited picture book the illustrations have “collective unity,” a phrase 
ALsc uses in its definitions for its well-known caldecott Award. A picture book 
“essentially provides the child with a visual experience.” it has a “story-line, theme, or 
concept developed through the series of pictures of which the book is comprised.”16 
The adult trying to categorize books has to look beyond thematic unity to see if these 
pictures actually extend or simply support the text. Do they tell a story—at least the 
story of the text, or (very likely) something more? or do they just illuminate incidents? 
sometimes the story may seem lacking, but the illustrations are striking enough to 
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draw readers into the book and keep them there. That seems to be the case with the 
insiders books, whose computer graphic imagery gives a striking 3-D effect. These 
images are intriguing enough to some early readers that they are willing to expend 
extra effort to decode the text. The text in these books comes in digestible bites while 
the images add to and extend the reader’s understanding.

A picture book, one publicist told me only half in jest, is a book for a picture book 
audience. others define it as one that can be read in one sitting. They are imagining 
the “traditional picture book experience,” an adult with a child on the lap or several 
nestled close by, possibly at bedtime. or they picture an adult reading to a group, skillfully 
showing the illustrations while simultaneously speaking the text. books for reading aloud 
can have substantially more difficult text, laid out on the page in more complex ways, 
than books designed for young readers to read themselves. books for reading to a group 
need illustrations that show well across a room. in the annotations that follow, i have 
sometimes pointed out books that i thought would make especially good read-alouds.

some adults complain that today’s children can’t or won’t sit still to listen for 
an extended period. but today’s children aren’t limited to books that can be read in 
one sitting or to stories that march sequentially to a clearly defined ending. They are 
comfortable dealing with a variety of stimuli and constructing their own understandings. 
Those of us who read to very small children try to teach them to begin at the beginning 
and progress through to the end. but their lives don’t feel like that, and their own 
natural inclinations often lead them to skip some pages, linger on others, go back and 
forth, and make their own narrative. in a world where, increasingly, other experiences 
reinforce their ability to attend to a variety of stimuli at the same time, the single 
linear path of an old-fashioned picture book is just one of many possibilities. And in 
truth, information is like that. it comes in bits and pieces that we need to put together 
ourselves. With few exceptions, scientific knowledge is accumulated by a variety of 
researchers working at different times and places and not even always in the same field. 
historians look at masses of different documents to pull together a coherent picture of 
an event. it is appropriate to include informational books for young people that model 
something of that experience.

in limiting this selection to books for children from ages 3 to 10, i have excluded 
books meant for the earliest use: concept books, counting books, and early alphabet 
books of the sort simply designed to teach letters. At the other end of the scale i 
have excluded titles whose text could not be understood by an able 9- or 10-year-old. 
children will read or listen to anything that truly interests them; they should not be 
limited by age and grade-level distinctions. but with so many good books to choose 
from, there needed to be some limits.

to sum up my working definition, an informational picture book is a book both 
intended and experienced as one that conveys information through a marriage of text 
and pictures. This information is factual and up to date. it can be documented, and 
it has been presented appropriately for child readers or listeners ages 3 to 10. This 
sounds straightforward but it’s a definition with blurry edges, not as easy to apply as it 
sounds. here are just a few more examples, books using extensive fictional elements or 
traditional literary forms for informational purposes:
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mark Foster’s Whale Port (houghton mifflin, 2007) imagines a new england 
coastal settlement, following its growth and change through the years to describe the 
history of whaling ports. At first, illustrations stretch across a double-page spread, with 
a paragraph of text on or under the illustration, a typical picture book composition. but 
then there are pages with more extensive text and smaller, carefully labeled illustrations. 
tiny sketches add information that does not appear in the text (varieties of harpoons; 
the specialized tasks of crew members on a whaling ship; how whalebone was used 
in a lady’s corset). in spite of the extensive, expository text, the relatively difficult 
vocabulary, and the composite, imagined place and families, this title—reminiscent of 
David macauley’s work—belongs on this list. The intent is to inform; the experience is 
informational; the reading level is age appropriate; the pictures extend the text.

Joyce sidman’s Ubiquitous (houghton mifflin, 2010) is a collection of poetry 
celebrating life forms that have long flourished on our planet. each poem is accompanied 
by a paragraph of factual information, and the whole is meticulously sourced. similarly, 
Pat mora’s Yum! ¡Mmmm! ¡Qué rico! (Lee & Low books, 2007) describes food plants 
native to north and south America in haiku. Again, her information is sourced. in 
both cases, though the form is literary, the content is factual and the illustrations, on 
double-page spreads, extend the text.

Jacqueline Jules’s Unite or Die (charlesbridge, 2009) uses the framework of a 
school play to present the constitutional convention of 1786–87. A simple narration 
and speech balloons are brought to life by the cartoons depicting various parts of the 
play. text and pictures work together in the synergistic way that characterizes a picture 
book. This is not a subject for preschool children, but the constitutional convention 
does turn up in elementary curricula, and some children are interested in U.s. history 
long before they have been exposed to it in school. in relatively few lines, the author 
gets the important issues across and details of the staging shown in the illustrations 
help make the concepts clear.

in carole boston Weatherford’s Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 
Freedom (hyperion books for children, 2006), god speaks and harriet replies. This 
imagined or recollected dialogue is set off by the use of different fonts and is based on 
tubman’s own accounts.17 Almost every professional reviewer and the catalogers at the 
Library of congress define this as an informational book. Librarians, reviewers, and 
bookstore managers categorize books like these on a case-by-case basis, and there is no 
unanimity. but they all seemed to belong in this selection.
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Families, 24
Grandma Comes to Stay, 24–25
Ikenna Goes to Nigeria, 161–162
My Brother Charlie: A Sister’s Story of Autism, 25
My Little Round House, 5, 156
One World, One Day, 159–160
Our Grandparents: A Global Album, 23–24
Sisters and Brothers: Sibling Relationships in the 

Animal World, 50
farming

Cycle of Rice, Cycle of Life: A Story of Sustainable 
Farming, 89

Farm, 86–87
Farmer George Plants a Nation, 153
Maple Syrup Season, 88–89

Farnsworth, Philo taylor, 1906-1971
The Boy Who Invented TV: The Story of Philo 

Farnsworth, 94
fathers and children

Hip-Pocket Papa, 57–58
See also families

Fibonacci, Leonardo, ca. 1170-ca. 1240
Blockhead: The Life of Fibonacci, 81

Fibonacci numbers
Blockhead: The Life of Fibonacci, 81
Growing Patterns: Fibonacci Numbers in Nature, 

80–81
fire engines

Fire Trucks and Rescue Vehicles, 90–91
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fishes, 54–55
Fabulous Fishes, 55
Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea, 54
Sharks, 55

flamenco
¡Olé Flamenco!, 112

flatulence
Fartiste, 113–114

fluorescence
The Day-Glo Brothers, 93–94

folklorists
Home on the Range: John A. Lomax and His 

Cowboy Songs, 110
foods and cooking, 85–90

All in Just One Cookie, 87–88
Bug-a-licious, 87
Cycle of Rice, Cycle of Life: A Story of Sustainable 

Farming, 89
Hiromi’s Hands, 86
Just One Bite, 51
Maple Syrup Season, 88–89
Sopa de frijoles: Un poema para cocinar / Bean 

Soup: A Cooking Poem, 85–86
Yum! ¡Mmmm! ¡Qué rico! Americas’ Sproutings, 9,  

88
See also farming

Foucault, Léon, 1819-1868
Come See the Earth Turn: The Story of Léon 

Foucault, 95–96
France

Django, 109–110
Fartiste, 113–114
The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How 

Muslims Saved Jews during the Holocaust, 143
friendship

Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale 
(Introducing His Forgotten Frontier Friend), 
5, 147

Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman, 103
frogs

The Frog Scientist, 7
Hip-Pocket Papa, 57–58
Slippery, Slimy Baby Frogs, 58

G
gág, Wanda, 1893-1946

Wanda Gág: The Girl Who Lived to Draw, 
106–107

garcía márquez, gabriel, 1928-
My Name Is Gabito: The Life of Gabriel García 

Márquez, 101–102
gardening

Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth, 
89–90

genetics
Gregor Mendel: The Friar Who Grew Peas, 38–39

ghana
Grandma Comes to Stay, 24–25
One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Big 

Difference, 161
gibson, Althea, 1927-2003

Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson, 
120–121

gilbert, W. s., 1836-1911
The Fabulous Feud of Gilbert and Sullivan, 115

global warming
The Magic School Bus and the Climate Challenge, 

5, 78
golden Kite Award, 172
graham, martha

Ballet for Martha: Making Appalachian Spring, 
113

grandparents
Grandma Comes to Stay, 24–25
Our Grandparents: A Global Album, 23–24
See also families

great britain
The Fabulous Feud of Gilbert and Sullivan, 115
Through Time: London, 138

H
hands

The Handiest Things in the World, 30
hanukkah

Hanukkah at Valley Forge, 131
I Have a Little Dreidel, 126

health
I Feel Better with a Frog in My Throat: History’s 

Strangest Cures, 32
I’m Getting a Checkup, 33
Pierre the Penguin: A True Story, 60
Sneeze!, 34
Winter’s Tail: How One Little Dolphin Learned to 

Swim Again, 64–65
Your Body Battles a Skinned Knee, 33

heavy equipment. See construction
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hildegard, saint, 1098-1179
The Secret World of Hildegard, 132–133

hindu religious festivals
Celebrate Diwali, 6, 129

hispanic Americans
N Is for Navidad, 127
¡Olé Flamenco!, 112
Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx / 

La juez que creció en el Bronx, 166–167
hispanic authors

My Name Is Gabito: The Life of Gabriel García 
Márquez, 101–102

holidays, 125–133
Book Fiesta! Celebrate Children’s Day/Book Day 

/ Celebremos El día de los niños/El día de los 
libros, x, 131–132

holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)
The Champion of Children: The Story of Janusz 

Korczak, 144
The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How 

Muslims Saved Jews during the Holocaust, 143
horses

Horses, 67–68
Seabiscuit: The Wonder Horse, 119
Stable, 118

hudson river (n.y. and n.J.)
River of Dreams: The Story of the Hudson River, 

139
human body

Fartiste, 113–114
The Handiest Things in the World, 30
Human Body, 22, 29–30
My Bones and Muscles / Huesos y músculos, 31
Shades of People, 32
We All Move, 31
What’s inside Your Tummy, Mommy?, 30
Your Body Battles a Skinned Knee, 33

hurricanes
Hurricane Hunters! Riders on the Storm, 98

hypatia, d. 415
Of Numbers and Stars: The Story of Hypatia, 149

I
id al-Fitr

Celebrate Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr, 130
illustrations, 16–17

attractions of, 2
in picture books, 7–8

immune system
Your Body Battles a Skinned Knee, 33

index in informational books, 18
india

Celebrate Diwali, 6, 129
indonesia

Cycle of Rice, Cycle of Life: A Story of Sustainable 
Farming, 89

informational books
definition, 3–4
with fictional elements, 5, 9
importance of, 2
as stories, 4–6

insects and spiders, 68–72
Bug Zoo, 68
Bug-a-licious, 87
The Buzz on Bees: Why Are They Disappearing?, 

70–71
In the Trees, Honey Bees, 70
Insect Detective, 71
Monarch and Milkweed, 69–70
Spiders, 6, 36, 69
Tarantula Scientist, 7
Up, Up, and Away, 71–72

international reading Association (irA)
cbc/irA children’s choices, 171
children’s book Award, 172
global notable books, 172
teachers’ choices, 173

invented dialogue, 5, 7, 16
inventors and inventions, 93–96

The Boy Who Invented TV: The Story of Philo 
Farnsworth, 94

Come See the Earth Turn: The Story of Léon 
Foucault, 95–96

The Day-Glo Brothers, 93–94
Inventions, 96
Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight 

Became an Inventor, 95
Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo da Vinci, 

93
Pop! The Accidental Invention of Bubble Gum, 

94–95
invertebrates, 72–73

I’m a Pill Bug, 72–73
Wolfsnail: A Backyard Predator, 72

iraq
Silent Music, 5, 162
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islam
Celebrate Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr, 130
The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How 

Muslims Saved Jews during the Holocaust, 143
islands

An Island Grows, 78–79
italy

Pompeii: Lost and Found, 137–138

J
Jane Addams Peace Award and honor books, 173
Japanese Americans

Hiromi’s Hands, 86
jazz musicians

Before John Was a Jazz Giant: A Song of John 
Coltrane, 15–16, 111–112

Django, 109–110
Jazz, 110–111
Piano Starts Here: The Young Art Tatum, 111

Jewish artists
I Am Marc Chagall: Text Loosely Inspired by my 

Life by Marc Chagall, 106
Jewish baseball players

You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?!, 121–122
Jewish holidays

Celebrate Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 
128–129

Hanukkah at Valley Forge, 131
I Have a Little Dreidel, 126

Jews
The Champion of Children: The Story of Janusz 

Korczak, 144
Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty, 146
See also holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)

John burroughs List, 173
judges

Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx / 
La juez que creció en el Bronx, 166–167

Jumper, betty mae, 1923-
She Sang Promise: The Story of Betty Mae Jumper, 

Seminole Tribal Leader, 163

K
Kahanamoku, Duke, 1890-1968

Surfer of the Century: The Life of Duke 
Kahanamoku, 117–118

Kalenjin (African people)
For You Are a Kenyan Child, 157–158

Kearton, cherry, 1871-1940
In the Belly of an Ox: The Unexpected 

Photographic Adventures of Richard and 
Cherry Kearton, 39

Kearton, richard, 1862-1928
In the Belly of an Ox: The Unexpected 

Photographic Adventures of Richard and 
Cherry Kearton, 39

Kellerman, Annette, 1888-1975
Mermaid Queen: The Spectacular True Story of 

Annette Kellerman, Who Swam Her Way 
to Fame, Fortune, and Swimsuit History!, 
112–113

Kennedy, edward m., 1932-2009
My Senator and Me: A Dog’s-Eye View of 

Washington, D.C., 28
Kenya

14 Cows for America, 158
For You Are a Kenyan Child, 157–158
Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of 

Kenya, 20, 164–165
Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari 

Maathai, 20, 154, 165
King, martin Luther, Jr., 1929-1968

March On! The Day My Brother Martin Changed 
the World, 140–141

Kirkpatrick, John simpson, 1892-1915
The Donkey of Gallipoli: A True Story of Courage 

in World War I, 146–147
Knight, margaret e., 1838-1914

Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight 
Became an Inventor, 95

Korczak, Janusz, 1878-1942
The Champion of Children: The Story of Janusz 

Korczak, 144
Koufax, sandy, 1935-

You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?!, 121–122

L
language, appropriate, 15–16
Latin America. See Argentina; brazil; colombia; 

mexico; Panama; Paraguay
Animal Poems of the Iguazú, 155–156
Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia, 12, 166
Book Fiesta! Celebrate Children’s Day/Book Day 

/ Celebremos El día de los niños/El día de los 
libros, x, 131–132

Capoeira: Game! Dance! Martial Art!, 116
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Latin America. See Argentina; brazil; colombia; 
mexico; Panama; Paraguay (cont.)

Diego: Bigger than Life, 104
Hands of the Rainforest: The Emberá people of 

Panama, 157
My Name Is Gabito: The Life of Gabriel García 

Márquez, 101–102
Pelé, King of Soccer / Pelé, El rey del fútbol, 117

Latin American foods
Sopa de frijoles: Un poema para cocinar / Bean 

Soup: A Cooking Poem, 85–86
Lazarus, emma, 1849-1887

Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty, 146
Lee bennett hopkins Award for Poetry, 173
Leonardo da Vinci, 1452-1519

Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo da Vinci, 93
Who Stole Mona Lisa?, 105–106

libraries
Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia, 12, 166

lightships
Lightship, 91

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865
Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale 

(Introducing His Forgotten Frontier Friend), 
5, 147

Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln, 
150

lizards
Lizards, 6, 56

Lomax, John A., 1867-1948
Home on the Range: John A. Lomax and His 

Cowboy Songs, 110
London (england)

Through Time: London, 138
Longworth, Alice roosevelt, 1884-1980

What to Do About Alice? How Alice Roosevelt 
Broke the Rules, Charmed the World, and 
Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy!, 6, 15, 148

M
maasai (African people)

14 Cows for America, 158
maathai, Wangari

Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of 
Kenya, 20, 164–165

Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari 
Maathai, 20, 154, 165

machinery equipment. See construction

mammals, 62–68
Ape, 65
The Chiru of High Tibet: A True Story, 66–67
Elephants of Africa, 63–64
Hello, Bumblebee Bat, 65–66
Horses, 67–68
How Many Baby Pandas?, 66
Ice Bears, 64
A Platypus’ World, 62
Skunks, 67
Slow Down for Manatees, 5, 62–63
Tracks of a Panda, 63
Winter’s Tail: How One Little Dolphin Learned to 

Swim Again, 64–65
manatees

Slow Down for Manatees, 5, 62–63
mandela, nelson, 1918-

Long Walk to Freedom, 165–166
maple syrup

Maple Syrup Season, 88–89
maps in informational books, 18
martial arts

Capoeira: Game! Dance! Martial Art!, 116
mathematics and mathematicians

Blockhead: The Life of Fibonacci, 81
For Good Measure: The Ways We Say How Much, 

How Far, How Heavy, How Big, How Old, 82
Growing Patterns: Fibonacci Numbers in Nature, 

80–81
Of Numbers and Stars: The Story of Hypatia, 149
Zero Is the Leaves on the Tree, 81–82

measurement
For Good Measure: The Ways We Say How Much, 

How Far, How Heavy, How Big, How Old, 82
medical care

The Donkey of Gallipoli: A True Story of Courage 
in World War I, 146–147

I Feel Better with a Frog in My Throat: History’s 
Strangest Cures, 32

I’m Getting a Checkup, 33
medium of illustrations, 17
mendel, gregor, 1822-1884

Gregor Mendel: The Friar Who Grew Peas, 38–39
mexico

Book Fiesta! Celebrate Children’s Day/Book Day 
/ Celebremos El día de los niños/El día de los 
libros, x, 131–132

Diego: Bigger than Life, 104
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microfinancing
One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Big 

Difference, 161
military. See armed services
mona Lisa (painting)

Who Stole Mona Lisa?, 105–106
mongolia

Horse Song: The Naadam of Mongolia, 160
My Little Round House, 5, 156

montezuma, carlos, 1866-1923
A Boy Named Beckoning: The True Story of Dr. 

Carlos Montezuma, Native American Hero, 
144–145

moses (biblical leader)
Moses, 130–131

mount Vernon (estate)
Farmer George Plants a Nation, 153

muir, John, 1838-1914
John Muir: America’s First Environmentalist, 

39–40
muscles

My Bones and Muscles / Huesos y músculos, 31
music and musicians, 109–112

The Fabulous Feud of Gilbert and Sullivan, 115
Home on the Range: John A. Lomax and His 

Cowboy Songs, 110
Odetta: The Queen of Folk, 109
See also jazz musicians

N
naiyomah, Wilson Kimeli

14 Cows for America, 158
narrative nonfiction, 5–6
narrative style, 14–15
national council of teachers of english (ncte)

notable books in the Language Arts, 173
orbis Pictus Award, honor, and 

recommended book List, 173
native Americans

A Boy Named Beckoning: The True Story of Dr. 
Carlos Montezuma, Native American Hero, 
144–145

Louis Sockalexis: Native American Baseball 
Pioneer, 122

The Navajo Year, Walk through Many Seasons, 
158–159

Saltypie: A Choctaw Journey from Darkness into 
Light, 162–163

She Sang Promise: The Story of Betty Mae Jumper, 
Seminole Tribal Leader, 163

naturalists and conservationists
Bug Zoo, 68
The Chiru of High Tibet: A True Story, 66–67
Crocodile Safari, 56
Darwin: With Glimpses into His Private Journal 

and Letters, 40
The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau, 

41
In the Belly of an Ox: The Unexpected 

Photographic Adventures of Richard and 
Cherry Kearton, 39

Into the Deep: The Life of Naturalist and Explorer 
William Beebe, 40–41

John Muir: America’s First Environmentalist, 
39–40

Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of 
Kenya, 20, 164–165

Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari 
Maathai, 20, 154, 165

nature, 41–46
Animal Poems of the Iguazú, 155–156
Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night,  

45
Ubiquitous: Poetry and Science about Nature’s 

Survivors, 9, 52–53
Wild Tracks! A Guide to Nature’s Footprints, 38

navajo indians
The Navajo Year, Walk through Many Seasons, 

158–159
new york (n.y.)

Lady Liberty: A Biography, 138–139
Old Penn Station, 137
Pale Male: Citizen Hawk of New York City, 20, 

61
Sky Boys: How They Built the Empire State 

Building, 91–92
New York Times best illustrated List, 173
nigeria

Ikenna Goes to Nigeria, 161–162
night

Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night,  
45

noguchi, isamu
Ballet for Martha: Making Appalachian Spring, 

113
nonfiction. See informational books
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O
obama, barack

Barack Obama: Son of Promise, Child of Hope, 
163–164

ocean environments
Down, Down, Down: A Journey to the Bottom of 

the Sea, 43
The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau, 

41
Into the Deep: The Life of Naturalist and Explorer 

William Beebe, 40–41
Looking Closely along the Shore, 44–45
See also environments and ecosystems

odetta, 1930-2008
Odetta: The Queen of Folk, 109

o’Keeffe, georgia, 1887-1986
Through Georgia’s Eyes, 107

organization of informational books, 15

P
Pakistan

Listen to the Wind: The Story of Dr. Greg and 
Three cups of tea, 15, 164

paleontologists
Barnum Brown: Dinosaur Hunter, 76
Supercroc: Paul Sereno’s Dinosaur Eater, 75–76

Panama
Hands of the Rainforest: The Emberá people of 

Panama, 157
pandas

How Many Baby Pandas?, 66
Tracks of a Panda, 63

Paraguay
Animal Poems of the Iguazú, 155–156

parental behavior in animals
Ice Bears, 64
Sisters and Brothers: Sibling Relationships in the 

Animal World, 50
Tracks of a Panda, 63

Parents’ choice Award, 174
Parkhurst, charley, 1812-1879

Rough, Tough Charley, 147
Pelé, 1940-

Pelé, King of Soccer / Pelé, El rey del fútbol, 117
penguins

Pierre the Penguin: A True Story, 60
Pennsylvania station (new york, n.y.)

Old Penn Station, 137

persons with disabilities
Ballerina Dreams: A True Story, 114–115
Django, 109–110
My Brother Charlie: A Sister’s Story of Autism, 25
Piano Starts Here: The Young Art Tatum, 111
We All Move, 31

pets. See cats; dogs
photo essays in picture books, 6, 7
photosynthesis

Living Sunlight: How Plants Bring the Earth to 
Life, 5, 77

Why Do Elephants Need the Sun?, 79
picture books

definition, 7–8
as starting point for reading, 2

pioneers
Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of 

Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshall, 149
Rough, Tough Charley, 147

plants, 46–48
A Seed Is Sleepy, 46
See also trees

platypus
A Platypus’ World, 62

poetry, 9
as informational, 4
Animal Poems of the Iguazú, 155–156
Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night, 45
Diego: Bigger than Life, 104
Dinothesaurus: Prehistoric Poems and Paintings, 

73
Lady Liberty: A Biography, 138–139
The Navajo Year, Walk through Many Seasons, 

158–159
Poetrees, 47
Roadwork, 84, 92–93
Sopa de frijoles: Un poema para cocinar / Bean 

Soup: A Cooking Poem, 85–86
Ubiquitous: Poetry and Science about Nature’s 

Survivors, 9, 52–53
What Is Science?, 37–38
Where in the Wild? Camouflaged Creatures 

Concealed—and Revealed: Ear-Tickling 
Poems, 51–52

Yum! ¡Mmmm! ¡Qué rico! Americas’ Sproutings, 
9, 88

See also stories in rhyme
poets. See authors and poets
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Poland
The Champion of Children: The Story of Janusz 

Korczak, 144
polar bears

Ice Bears, 64
Pompeii (extinct city)

Pompeii: Lost and Found, 137–138
pop-up books, 17

Moon Landing, 99
Powell, John Wesley, 1834-1902

Down the Colorado: John Wesley Powell, the One-
Armed Explorer, 151

predatory animals
Flying Eagle, 156
Predators, 52
Sharks, 55
Wolfsnail: A Backyard Predator, 72

pregnancy
What’s inside Your Tummy, Mommy?, 30

presidents, south Africa
Long Walk to Freedom, 165–166

presidents, United states
Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale 

(Introducing His Forgotten Frontier Friend), 
5, 147

Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln, 
150

Barack Obama: Son of Promise, Child of Hope, 
163–164

Big George: How a Shy Boy Became President 
Washington, 152

Farmer George Plants a Nation, 153
First Dog Fala, 29
Hanukkah at Valley Forge, 131
What to Do About Alice? How Alice Roosevelt 

Broke the Rules, Charmed the World, and 
Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy!, 6, 15, 148

Project Apollo (U.s.)Apollo 11
Moon Landing, 99
Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11, 98
One Giant Leap, 97

Pujol, Joseph, 1857-1945
Fartiste, 113–114

R
radio broadcasts

Aliens Are Coming! The True Account of the 1938 
War of the Worlds Radio Broadcast, 114

rain forests
Animal Poems of the Iguazú, 155–156
Hands of the Rainforest: The Emberá people of 

Panama, 157
ramadan

Celebrate Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr, 130
read-aloud books

14 Cows for America, 158
Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale 

(Introducing His Forgotten Frontier Friend), 
5, 147

Babies in the Bayou, 41–42
Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia, 12, 166
Big Belching Bog, 44
Celebrate Thanksgiving, 129–130
Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth, 

89–90
Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night, 45
Dogs and Cats, 28
Fabulous Fishes, 55
Fartiste, 113–114
For You Are a Kenyan Child, 157–158
Guess What Is Growing inside This Egg, 50–51
Hip-Pocket Papa, 57–58
In the Belly of an Ox: The Unexpected 

Photographic Adventures of Richard and 
Cherry Kearton, 39

Insect Detective, 71
Life in the Boreal Forest, 42–43
Lizards, 6, 56
Louis Sockalexis: Native American Baseball 

Pioneer, 122
Monarch and Milkweed, 69–70
Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11, 98
Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson, 

120–121
A Platypus’ World, 62
Roadwork, 84, 92–93
Seabiscuit: The Wonder Horse, 119
Sit-In, 142–143
Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride, 150
The Story of Snow: The Science of Winter’s Wonder, 

77
Sweet Land of Liberty, 17, 20, 141
Turtle, Turtle, Watch Out!, 58–59
Under the Snow, 45–46
Up, Up, and Away, 71–72
Vulture View, 60–61
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read-aloud books (cont.)
What Is Science?, 37–38
Where in the Wild? Camouflaged Creatures 

Concealed—and Revealed: Ear-Tickling 
Poems, 51–52

Why Do Elephants Need the Sun?, 79
Winter Trees, 47–48
The Wolves Are Back, 15, 42
You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?!, 121– 

122
reality as expressed in images, 3
reeves, bass

Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of 
Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshall, 149

reinhardt, Django, 1910-1953
Django, 109–110

religions, 125–133
Faith, 124, 125–126
Many Ways: How Families Practice Their Beliefs 

and Religions, 132
See also specific religions, e.g., islam

reptiles. See amphibians and reptiles
rice

Cycle of Rice, Cycle of Life: A Story of Sustainable 
Farming, 89

ripken, cal, 1960-
The Longest Season: The Story of the Orioles’ 1988 

Losing Streak, 120
rivera, Diego, 1886-1957

Diego: Bigger than Life, 104
roads

Roadwork, 84, 92–93
roosevelt, eleanor, 1884-1962

Eleanor, Quiet No More: The Life of Eleanor 
Roosevelt, 151

roosevelt, Franklin D., 1882-1945
First Dog Fala, 29

roosevelt, Theodore, 1858-1919
What to Do About Alice? How Alice Roosevelt 

Broke the Rules, Charmed the World, and 
Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy!, 6, 15,  
148

rosh ha-shanah
Celebrate Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 

128–129
russia

I Am Marc Chagall: Text Loosely Inspired by my 
Life by Marc Chagall, 106

S
saber-toothed tigers

Sabertooth, 74–75
schaller, george b.

The Chiru of High Tibet: A True Story, 66–67
schools

Kindergarten Day USA and China / 
Kindergarten Day China and USA, 25–26

Nasreen’s Secret School: A True Story from 
Afghanistan, 26

science
What Is Science?, 37–38

sea horses
Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea, 54

seabiscuit (race horse)
Seabiscuit: The Wonder Horse, 119

seashore biology
Looking Closely along the Shore, 44–45

seeds
A Seed Is Sleepy, 46

seminole indians
She Sang Promise: The Story of Betty Mae Jumper, 

Seminole Tribal Leader, 163
september 11 terrorist Attacks, 2001

14 Cows for America, 158
series books, 19–20
sharks

Sharks, 55
ships

All Stations! Distress! April 15, 1912: The Day the 
titanic Sank, 15, 140

Pharaoh’s Boat, 134, 139–140
shuster, Joe, 1914-1992

Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman, 103
siegel, Jerry, 1914-1996

Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman, 103
skeleton

Bones: Skeletons and How They Work, 49
My Bones and Muscles / Huesos y músculos, 31

skin
Your Body Battles a Skinned Knee, 33

skin color
Shades of People, 32

skunks
Skunks, 67

skyscrapers
Sky Boys: How They Built the Empire State 

Building, 91–92
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slavery
Dave the Potter, 105
Henry’s Freedom Box, 148
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 

Freedom, 9, 153
Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride, 150

smith, elinor
Soar, Elinor!, 97

snails
Wolfsnail: A Backyard Predator, 72

sneezing
Sneeze!, 34

snow
The Story of Snow: The Science of Winter’s Wonder, 77
Under the Snow, 45–46

soccer players
Pelé, King of Soccer / Pelé, El rey del fútbol, 117

social behavior in animals
How to Clean a Hippopotamus: A Look at 

Unusual Animal Partnerships, 18, 49–50
social reformers

Eleanor, Quiet No More: The Life of Eleanor 
Roosevelt, 151

Elizabeth Leads the Way: Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and the Right to Vote, 152

Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty, 146
Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride, 150
Yours for Justice, Ida B. Wells: The Daring Life of a 

Crusading Journalist, 145–146
sockalexis, Louis, 1871-1913

Louis Sockalexis: Native American Baseball 
Pioneer, 122

solar system
Boy, Were We Wrong about the Solar System!, 80

soriano, Luis
Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia, 12,  

166
sotomayor, sonia, 1954-

Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx / 
La juez que creció en el Bronx, 166–167

soup
Sopa de frijoles: Un poema para cocinar / Bean 

Soup: A Cooking Poem, 85–86
sources for informational books, 18
south Africa

Long Walk to Freedom, 165–166
space flight to the moon

Moon Landing, 99

Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11, 98
One Giant Leap, 97

sphinxes (mythology)
How the Sphinx Got to the Museum, 136–137

spiders. See insects and spiders
spies

Patience Wright: America’s First Sculptor and 
Revolutionary Spy, 107–108

splash (Dog)
My Senator and Me: A Dog’s-Eye View of 

Washington, D.C., 28
sports. See athletes
stanton, elizabeth cady, 1815-1902

Elizabeth Leads the Way: Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and the Right to Vote, 152

stars and the universe, 79–80
statue of Liberty (new york, n.y.)

Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty, 146
Lady Liberty: A Biography, 138–139

stories in rhyme
Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth, 

89–90
Fabulous Fishes, 55
Fartiste, 113–114
Flying Eagle, 156
Guess What Is Growing inside This Egg, 50–51
The Handiest Things in the World, 30
In the Trees, Honey Bees, 70
An Island Grows, 78–79
Jazz, 110–111
N Is for Navidad, 127
Pierre the Penguin: A True Story, 60
Rough, Tough Charley, 147
Winter Trees, 47–48
See also poetry

subjects of informational books, 13, 14, 20
sullivan, Arthur, 1842-1900

The Fabulous Feud of Gilbert and Sullivan, 115
sun

Living Sunlight: How Plants Bring the Earth to 
Life, 5, 77

Why Do Elephants Need the Sun?, 79
superman

Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman, 103
sushi

Hiromi’s Hands, 86
suzuki, hiromi

Hiromi’s Hands, 86
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swimmers
Mermaid Queen: The Spectacular True Story of 

Annette Kellerman, Who Swam Her Way to 
Fame, Fortune, and Swimsuit History!, 112–113

Surfer of the Century: The Life of Duke 
Kahanamoku, 117–118

T
taigas

Life in the Boreal Forest, 42–43
tanzania

Flying Eagle, 156
tatum, Art, 1909-1956

Piano Starts Here: The Young Art Tatum, 111
television

The Boy Who Invented TV: The Story of Philo 
Farnsworth, 94

tennis players
Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson, 

120–121
Thanksgiving Day

Celebrate Thanksgiving, 129–130
theater and performers, 112–116
tibet

The Chiru of High Tibet: A True Story, 66–67
time

For Good Measure: The Ways We Say How Much, 
How Far, How Heavy, How Big, How Old, 
82

tingle, tim
Saltypie: A Choctaw Journey from Darkness into 

Light, 162–163
titanic (steamship)

All Stations! Distress! April 15, 1912: The Day the 
titanic Sank, 15, 140

trees
Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of 

Kenya, 20, 164–165
Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari 

Maathai, 20, 154, 165
Poetrees, 47
Redwoods, 6, 46–47
Winter Trees, 47–48

trucks
Fire Trucks and Rescue Vehicles, 90–91
Heavy Equipment Up Close, 90
Roadwork, 84, 92–93

truth, sojourner, d. 1883
Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride, 150

tubman, harriet, 1820?-1913
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 

Freedom, 9, 153
turkey vulture

Vulture View, 60–61
turtles

Turtle, Turtle, Watch Out!, 58–59
Turtle Crossing, 57

tutankhamen, King of egypt
Tutankhamun, 145

twain, mark, 1835-1910
The Extraordinary Mark Twain (according to 

Susy), 102–103

U
Underground railroad

Henry’s Freedom Box, 148
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 

Freedom, 9
United states

Big Alaska, 160–161
Kindergarten Day USA and China / 

Kindergarten Day China and USA, 25–26
United states board on books for young People 

(Usbby) outstanding international book 
List, 174

United states. congress
My Senator and Me: A Dog’s-Eye View of 

Washington, D.C., 28
United states history

Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale 
(Introducing His Forgotten Frontier Friend), 5,  
147

Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln, 
150

Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of 
Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshall, 149

Big George: How a Shy Boy Became President 
Washington, 152

Eleanor, Quiet No More: The Life of Eleanor 
Roosevelt, 151

Farmer George Plants a Nation, 153
Hanukkah at Valley Forge, 131
Henry’s Freedom Box, 148
March On! The Day My Brother Martin Changed 

the World, 140–141
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 

Freedom, 9, 153
Rough, Tough Charley, 147
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Sit-In, 142–143
Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride, 150
Sweet Land of Liberty, 17, 20, 141
Unite or Die: How Thirteen States Became A 

Nation, 9, 142
Whale Port: A History of Tuckanucket, 9, 136
What to Do About Alice? How Alice Roosevelt 

Broke the Rules, Charmed the World, and 
Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy!, 6, 15,  
148

United states. supreme court
Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx / 

La juez que creció en el Bronx, 166–167

V
visual literacy

as starting point for reading, 2

W
War of the Worlds (radio program)

Aliens Are Coming! The True Account of the 1938 
War of the Worlds Radio Broadcast, 114

Washington, george, 1732-1799
Big George: How a Shy Boy Became President 

Washington, 152
Farmer George Plants a Nation, 153
Hanukkah at Valley Forge, 131

water
Our World of Water: Children and Water around 

the World, 159
Why Do Elephants Need the Sun?, 79

weather
Hurricane Hunters! Riders on the Storm, 98

weights and measures
For Good Measure: The Ways We Say How Much, 

How Far, How Heavy, How Big, How Old, 82
Wells-barnett, ida b., 1862-1931

Yours for Justice, Ida B. Wells: The Daring Life of a 
Crusading Journalist, 145–146

wetlands
Babies in the Bayou, 41–42
Big Belching Bog, 44
Crocodile Safari, 56

whaling
Whale Port: A History of Tuckanucket, 9, 136

wildlife photography
In the Belly of an Ox: The Unexpected 

Photographic Adventures of Richard and 
Cherry Kearton, 39

wildlife reintroduction
When the Wolves Returned: Restoring Nature’s 

Balance in Yellowstone, 43–44
The Wolves Are Back, 15, 42

wildlife rescue
Slow Down for Manatees, 5, 62–63
Winter’s Tail: How One Little Dolphin Learned to 

Swim Again, 64–65
Williams, ted, 1918-2002

No Easy Way: The Story of Ted Williams and the 
Last .400 Season, 14, 116–117

Williams, William carlos, 1883-1963
A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos 

Williams, 100, 102
wings (anatomy)

Wings, 48
winter

The Story of Snow: The Science of Winter’s Wonder,  
77

Under the Snow, 45–46
Winter Trees, 47–48

wolves
When the Wolves Returned: Restoring Nature’s 

Balance in Yellowstone, 43–44
The Wolves Are Back, 15, 42

women abolitionists
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 

Freedom, 9, 153
Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride, 150

women air pilots
Soar, Elinor!, 97

women artists
Patience Wright: America’s First Sculptor and 

Revolutionary Spy, 107–108
Through Georgia’s Eyes, 107
Wanda Gág: The Girl Who Lived to Draw, 

106–107
women athletes

Mermaid Queen: The Spectacular True Story of 
Annette Kellerman, Who Swam Her Way 
to Fame, Fortune, and Swimsuit History!, 
112–113

Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson, 
120–121

women conservationists
Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of 

Kenya, 20, 164–165
Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari 

Maathai, 20, 154, 165
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women cooks
Hiromi’s Hands, 86

women inventors
Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight 

Became an Inventor, 95
women journalists

Yours for Justice, Ida B. Wells: The Daring Life of a 
Crusading Journalist, 145–146

women judges
Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx / 

La juez que creció en el Bronx, 166–167
women leaders

Eleanor, Quiet No More: The Life of Eleanor 
Roosevelt, 151

Elizabeth Leads the Way: Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and the Right to Vote, 152

Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty, 
146

She Sang Promise: The Story of Betty Mae Jumper, 
Seminole Tribal Leader, 163

women mathematicians
Of Numbers and Stars: The Story of Hypatia,  

149
women musicians

Odetta: The Queen of Folk, 109
women mystics

The Secret World of Hildegard, 132–133
women pioneers

Rough, Tough Charley, 147
Wong, Anna may, 1905-1961

Shining Star: The Anna May Wong Story, 
115–116

wood lice
I’m a Pill Bug, 72–73

woodland environment
Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night, 45

World War, 1914-1918
The Donkey of Gallipoli: A True Story of Courage 

in World War I, 146–147
World War, 1939-1945

The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How 
Muslims Saved Jews during the Holocaust, 
143

One Thousand Tracings: Healing the Wounds of 
World War II, 141–142

wounds and injuries
Your Body Battles a Skinned Knee, 33

Wright, Patience Lovell, 1725-1786
Patience Wright: America’s First Sculptor and 

Revolutionary Spy, 107–108
writers. See authors

Y
yavapai indians

A Boy Named Beckoning: The True Story of Dr. 
Carlos Montezuma, Native American Hero, 
144–145

yellowstone national Park
When the Wolves Returned: Restoring Nature’s 

Balance in Yellowstone, 43–44
The Wolves Are Back, 15, 42

yom Kippur
Celebrate Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 

128–129

Z
zero (the number)

Zero Is the Leaves on the Tree, 81–82
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