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Students’ Names:


Period/Date:


Reviewers’ Names:


Blues poetry grew out of the African American oral tradition and music. The first blues poems were call-and-response songs sung in the fields by African American slaves. A traditional blues stanza has three lines. The first line is repeated in the second line and the third line rhymes with the first two. Blues poetry doesn’t have to follow the traditional form. Sometimes poems are considered blues because of their content rather than form. For this assignment, however, you will earn more points for a traditional blues poem.

Example: Blues Poem based on the Writings by and about Olaudah Equiano, Kidnapped African
Olaudah Equiano, To Be Free on the Sea

By Judi Moreillon

Much-loved Nigerian boy lived far from the sea,
Much-loved Nigerian boy lived far from the sea,
Kidnapped ’n’ bound ’n’ wretched ’way from his sister, yearned to be free.

Crammed into a slaver ship, hungry ’n’ naked without modesty,
Crammed into a slaver ship, hungry ’n’ naked without modesty,
Wishin’ to be on deck breathin’ sweet air, far ’way from the cargo’s cries of misery.

Michael, Jacob, Gustavus bought ’n’ sold ’n’ sailed ’n’ bought again,

Michael, Jacob, Gustavus bought ’n’ sold ’n’ sailed ’n’ bought again,

Till his Quaker master let him earn ’nough to buy himself free—amen!
By then Olaudah Equiano again, sea in his blood, spoke the Queen’s oratory.
By then Olaudah Equiano again, sea in his blood, spoke the Queen’s oratory.
Set down inhumane horrors he knew firsthand when he picked up the pen ’n’ told his story.
A tale that enflamed the abolitionist, the preacher, ’n’ the antislave politician.
A tale that enflamed the abolitionist, the preacher, ’n’ the antislave politician.
But the slave trade horrors carried on—till long after Olaudah sailed on home—to heaven.

Blues Poem based on the life of:

Title:


Self-Assessment: Record specific strengths: sensory images, word choice, specific information, rhyme (blues format), and captivating passages.
Stanza #1:


Stanza #2:


Stanza #3:


Stanza #4:


	
	RUBRIC POINTS

	
	10
	8
	5
	3

	Sensory Images


	The poets use vivid sensory images that communicate intense emotions.
	The poets use clear sensory images to convey ideas or emotions.
	The poets use some sensory images.
	The poem is difficult to visualize or feel emotions.

	Word Choice


	The poets use rich and imaginative word choice.
	The poets use appropriate word choice.
	The poets use ordinary words in ordinary ways.
	The poets make inappropriate word choice.

	Information Embedded in Poem


	The poets integrate significant rich details and specific research findings into their poem.
	The poets integrate specific details from their research findings into their poem.
	The poets integrate some research findings into their poem.
	The poets integrate minimal research findings into their poem, which could have been written without conducting research.

	Blues Format


	The poets use the three-line rhyming stanza format. They create at least four stanzas.
	The poets use the three-line rhyming stanza format. They create three stanzas.
	The poets use the three-line stanza format for two stanzas. The rhyme may be off.
	The poets invent their own form. It may or may not include three lines that rhyme. Or the poets produce only one stanza.

	Ability to Captivate


	The poem captivates the reader’s imagination and gives her/him a “being there” experience.
	The poem touches the reader’s imagination and gives her/him a “being there” experience.
	The poem barely touches the reader’s imagination.
	The poem does not touch the reader’s imagination


Student Reviewer Points (50 points possible):_______ Teacher Points (50 points possible):_______ Total Points (100 total points possible):_______
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