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	Cartoon Title or Topic: “Asterisk”—Special Interests’ Role in the Political Process

	Cartoonist: David Fitzsimmons

	URL:

	Write the question in each category that was most useful in helping you understand this editorial cartoon.
Circle the one question that best helped you comprehend the overall meaning of the cartoon.

	Before Reading
	What does the asterisk represent?

	During Reading
	Is the cartoonist saying that the special interest groups with money actually elect the government?

	After Reading
	Is the cartoonist saying that the way special interests do business has undermined the original intent of the U.S. Constitution?


On the reverse side: Compose a one-paragraph reflection. Use a metaphor to describe how you used questioning as you interacted with the cartoon.

Metaphor: Questioning is like Questioning is like poking an ant hill with a stick.
When you poke an ant hill with a stick, all of the ants come running out. I think that using questioning to poke a text is a good way to discover what it contains, what it really means. When I asked “before” questions, I looked more carefully at the text, the ant hill. I picked up my stick, my questions, and started poking around. While reading, I kept on poking, asking questions, so I could get into the text and try to get into the cartoonist’s head. After reading, the questions I asked made me think about learning more about this cartoonist and the topic of this cartoon. Questioning made this cartoon more interesting to me. It made me feel like I understood what the cartoonist was trying to say and made me want to learn more about this topic.
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