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U.N. “Conventions on the Rights of the Child,” Article 32

Article 32 of the United Nations “Conventions on the Rights of the Child” deals with economic exploitation of children, or child labor. The article says that the work a child performs should not be dangerous, interrupt her schooling, or harm her physical or mental health. It also says that there should be minimum ages, wages, and standards for conditions in which children work. This article asks that countries establish and enforce penalties for violating national child labor laws. In some communities, this problem has reached a crisis level.
Defining what child labor is and distinguishing it from the “normal” work that children do is not easy. This is particularly true when it comes to the jobs that girls do, because many work in homes out of view of the authorities. Some children are “heads of households.” That means they are earning money to support themselves and their siblings. Some children, especially girls, do household work that prevents them from attending school or having healthy lives. Since children do not report statistics and much of their work is conducted behind closed doors, it is difficult for organizations such as the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) to collect accurate statistics.

In Pune, India, there is an effort under way to stop the practice of child labor. An article in the Times of India reported that 90 percent of the hotels and restaurants in this town employ children under fourteen. These children are underage workers according to Indian law. Some police and parents do not help enforce the law. Unfortunately, many of the children would go hungry without this work. It is a difficult situation for everyone involved.
There are some youth-led organizations that are trying to help children who live on the streets and work in whatever capacity they can in order to survive. The goal of Street Kids International, based in Toronto, Canada, and London, United Kingdom, is to help children and youth develop business skills so they won’t be exploited. They also help kids learn about taking care of their health. This organization has helped over two million kids in sixty countries. Teen volunteers can do internships and help this organization reach its goals.
Although I suspected there was still a need for regulations against child labor, I did not realize how many of the world’s children are living on the street and must support themselves. Other children and youth are living in families that cannot support them. According to the statistics published by the ILO in 2008, there are about “172 million children aged 5 to 14” working as child laborers. Of those, 126 million perform “hazardous” work (http://issues.tigweb.org/childlabour). With global markets for goods and services and increasing competition to offer the lowest price, many companies and businesses will use the cheapest labor they can find. In many cases, that will be child labor. There is a real need for a document such as the “Conventions on the Rights of the Child” and for country members of the United Nations that have signed on to this agreement to follow the regulations. Children’s labor should not be exploited by adults.
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