4.3 Sample Personification Extended Metaphor
Page 1 of 1

Wonder
By Judi Moreillon

Wonder, eyes wide, wakes with first light. She slips out of bed and savors a simple meal. In any weather, she throws open the front door and stuffs her tattered notebook into a bulging backpack. Wonder skips up the mountain ready to explore. Her breezy hiking song reverberates through the deep canyon and mixes with the early morning trills of warblers, redstarts, and jays. Wonder is wandering—wandering, again.
When she was born, her mother, Blessings, exclaimed, “Isn’t she a wonder?” The name just stuck. For years now, Wonder has noticed everything. She notices the ordinary; she notices the extraordinary. Blessings brags to her friends, “Wonder has a way of seeing with her heart.”
Along the path, Wonder finds magical moments; the lemony scent of an unnamed flower, the sweet promise of the bluest berries, the soft squish of mud between her toes. Wonder’s delights set her heart beating in her ears, beating wildly like the hummingbird’s wings.
When she hears a soft murmur, she follows it to a shallow stream. Taking off her sweaty socks, she rests on the soggy bank, cooling her feet in the clear water. Wonder notices how the stream catches the light with its ripples, how it parts and caresses the smooth boulders, how it floats leaves and branches and moves them downstream, farther on their way. Just as the stream accepts it all, Wonder feels grateful for everything on her path.

Digging in her backpack, she finds a pen and fills her notebook with words and sketches, mementos of the day. Wonder closes her pages, closes her eyes, and composes a poem.
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