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Harlem Renaissance Artist or Musician: Billie Holiday, Singer
	Questions
	Notes and Interpretations
	Source

	Background Information:

How did the circumstances of Billie Holiday's life relate to the Harlem Renaissance?
	· born 4/15/1915 (Eleanor Fagen)

· grew up in poverty (mother 13)

· washed dishes/porch steps

· moved to Harlem to pursue singing career

· met other African American musicians whose music was attracting black and white audiences—known as “Lady Day”

· connection between childhood photo and song: “God Bless the Child”

· died 1959 (drugs/alcohol)
	· Database: Biography Resource Center: American Decades
· Terkel, Studs. Giants of Jazz.

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Billie_Holiday_1917.jpg

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Billie_Holiday_Lady_Day.jpg

· http://www.bluesforpeace.com/lyrics/god-bless-the-child.htm

· http://www.metrolyrics.com/billie-holiday-lyrics.html

	What aspects of Harlem Renaissance culture influenced her music?
	· “Strange Fruit”

· controversial topic—lynching—being sung and listened to by black and white audiences
	· http://www.metrolyrics.com/strange-fruit-lyrics-billie-holiday.html

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lynching-of-woman-1911.jpg

	How is her songwriting or choice of songs similar to other forms of writing during this time period?
	· “carried within herself the centuries-old grief of her people”
· style blues, jazz—sultry sound
	Terkel 131

	Why is her music important to the Harlem Renaissance?
	· Popular with white as well as black audiences—breaking a color barrier

· increased sense of pride for African Americans
	Database: Biography Resource Center: American Decades

	Why? (own interpretation)
	Pride important to people, recognition by mainstream white culture important, ability to make money, increasing influence on U.S. society/culture, beginning steps toward civil rights movement
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