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Beware and Be Aware

In this day of fast and furious news reporting, it is rare for one text to provide both “pro” and “con” arguments on a topic. Since every book, website, TV program, or other text has a bias, the most important thing is for readers to be able to determine the author’s bias and to think about how that bias influences and shapes the information presented. Trustworthy websites give readers an easy way to verify the name and credentials of the site’s author(s). They may provide an e-mail address so readers can request further information. Sites should also provide links to their sources of information and to “related” or “recommended” sites. These help readers clearly determine the site’s bias. Bias is a fact. It shapes information, so authors have an obligation to share their bias.

On the Meet the Facts home page, the authors clearly state their bias and the purpose of the site. In addition, they provide links to the sources of information they use to shape their perspective. Readers can take this information into consideration and determine whether or not they agree. The site also includes links to related sites. With just a few clicks, readers can determine the progressive slant of this site.

On the other hand, readers must conduct a great deal of detective work to infer the author of the MartinLutherKing.org site. The site is hosted by Stormfront and includes a link where readers can learn more about the sponsoring organization. From the works cited, however, it seems fairly clear that the author of the site is David Duke. After conducting further research, readers understand the site frames this information from an extremist perspective. The site also seems to target (impressionable?) youth and slants the information in a hateful and racist way.

The Democracy Now! About page clearly describes the site’s goals of independent news reporting. Still, the reader who is not familiar with the sponsoring organization, the Pacifica Foundation, must conduct additional research to learn that this site has a progressive slant. On the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., page, the author, Amy Goodman, quotes from Dr. King’s speeches and gives enough information for readers to verify these quotes. It seems as though the author believes she is sharing aspects of Dr. King’s thinking with which many people may not be familiar. She made a case for how this information connected with President Obama’s inauguration. Although the progressive slant to this site is relatively clear, readers must dig deeper to fully understand its bias.

Determining bias is particularly important on the Web where anyone can post anything without a publisher or other authority approving or confirming the information. I am most likely to believe verifiable information that is presented by writers or reporters who disclose their bias. Of these three sites, I found the Meet the Facts site to be the most transparent. The About page made it easy to determine the bias. I agree with founders and contributors to this site that news reporting media outlets should be responsible for checking the facts cited by the guests on their programs. I believe that people can look at the same facts and hold different opinions, but opinions should be based on facts rather than misinformation and hearsay. Regardless of the type of media, readers should beware and be aware of bias in all that they read, view, and hear.
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