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Victim/Suspect: Shirley Duguay/Doug Beamish
Categorize your questions in these broad topic categories by putting a number in parentheses after each.

1. Questions about the scene of the crime.

2. Questions about the victim and about the suspect(s).

3. Questions about the evidence collected.

4. Questions about how the evidence was processed.

5. Questions about the use of the evidence in court.
6. Other.
	
	Crime: Murder
Date or Year and Location of the Crime: 1944, Canada

	Before Reading
	

	K: What do I know about this case? What do I know about this kind of case?
	32-year-old woman, Shirley Duguay

Missing body found = Prince Edward Island

Prime Suspect—Doug Beamish, common-law husband

Is it true that most homicides are committed by family members? (#6)

	W: What are my questions about this case?
	Who reported the woman missing? (#6)

How long before they found the body? (#1)

Who found the body? (#1)

How had she been killed? (#2)

What were possible motives? (#2)

	During Reading
	

	K: What do I know about this kind of case?
	Blood = “silent witness”

Bloodstained jacket found at scene

	W: What are my questions about the case?
	Why would anyone leave a bloodstained jacket at a crime scene? (#3)

Why wouldn’t the family members testify that the jacket belonged to Beamish? (#2)

Who examined the white hairs on the jacket? (#4)

When did the Mounties visit Beamish’s parents’ house? (#2)


	After Reading
	

	K: What do I know about this case so far?
	Tested cat hair rather than the blood on jacket

	W: What are my new questions about this case?
	If they tested the cat’s blood to determine that the hair belonged to it, why didn’t they test the blood on the jacket to find out if the blood belonged to Beamish? (#4)

Wouldn’t testing the blood on the jacket have been the first step? (#4)

How do they test for DNA? (#4)

	L: What did I learn about this case?
	I will make an inference that the blood on the jacket belonged to the victim.

I learned that DNA is found in all body cells, not just blood or saliva.

	Individual Reader’s (New) Information, Changed Perspective, and Unanswered Questions about the Case or Topic:

DNA evidence seems to produce irrefutable evidence. Is it irrefutable? Has there been a case where a suspect was found not guilty even if DNA evidence linked him/her to the crime scene? (#3, #5)
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