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Newspaper Title: Long Island Dispatch

Article Title: Mother Jones Spurned by President

Date: Monday, July 27, 1903

After twenty days and marching more than 125 miles, Mother Jones and three children from her army of protesters came to a screeching halt at the gates of President Roosevelt’s summer mansion on Oyster Bay. Mother Jones wanted the President to meet these three young, injured textile workers so he could see firsthand the horrible effects of child labor. The President refused to meet with them.

The March of the Mill Children began on July 7th in Kensington, Pennsylvania, where 16,000 of 100,000 striking textile workers are children. Jones, a union organizer, hopes these workers will get a shortened workweek. She also wants men to earn better wages so they can support their families and children can go to school to learn instead of going to work for a few pennies a day.
Although the President refused to meet with the children, Mother Jones said, “Our march has done its work.” Newspapers across the nation have covered the march and have publicized the crime of child labor. The President claims that laws must be passed by individual states and that the federal government has no authority when it comes to regulating child labor. For Mother Jones and child workers all over this country, the fight isn’t over. The country is lucky to have these champions for children’s rights!
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