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	Use the criteria below to compare and evaluate a pair of websites.
	Evaluate Websites—because every author (every website) has a bias…

Topic: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

	URLs:
	http://www.martinlutherking.org
	http://www.democracynow.org/2009/1/19/dr_martin_luther_king_jr_1929


Essential questions: Is this author’s bias clear? How does bias shape this information?

Authority

	Who is the author of the web page/site?


	No author given on the site
	National, daily, independent news program journalists Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez—on PBS stations

	Can you get additional info about this author? What are his/her credentials?


	Not on the site itself
Requires link to Stormfront
	About page includes information about the purpose of Democracy Now! including its funding sources

	Is there a contact e-mail address?


	No, there is nothing on the site itself.
Stormfront—online form
	No—only an online form—a Google search: Amy Goodman e-mail: mail@democracynow.com


Bias
	What organization is sponsoring this web page?


	Unclear—discussion hosted by Stormfront

Stormfront is a neo-Nazi group—sympathetic to David Duke—you must go off the site to learn this—can infer it is stormfront.org
	Democracy Now!

	Is there a link to the sponsoring organization?


	Assume it is Stormfront (White Pride World Wide)
	Mission Statement on About page: http://www.democracynow.org/about

	Is the purpose of this site to persuade, inform, or entertain? Explain and give an example.


	Persuade—see more information on David Duke in site content
	Inform—Or is it to persuade? but may not include all sides of an issue


Citations (Is it/are they easy to find?)
	Does the site provide a Works Cited page?


	No—but pages are articles/excerpts from other writings—3 suggested books that continue the bias of the page (one is out of print)
	Page includes quotes from MLK Jr. speeches—giving dates and places—requires further research


	URLs:
	http://www.martinlutherking.org
	http://www.democracynow.org/2009/1/19/dr_martin_luther_king_jr_1929


Navigation
	Is it easy to find your way around this site? Do any links prevent you from returning to the home page?


	Yes, the links turn red when you roll over them.

No back to home page link on most of the pages!
Yes—link to Duke’s book!
	Side menus arranged by date throughout the site
No

	Are there dead links?


	Yes—from the Historical Writings page
	No


Updates
	When was the site launched?


	Not given
Duke’s book was published in 1998
	Unknown

	Has it been updated?


	Don’t know
	January 19, 2009—other pages more current


Site and Page Content

	What is the site’s purpose?


	To persuade and inflame the reader to adopt a negative attitude toward King, his life, and his work
	Provides easy access to independent, diverse sources of news and information—includes grassroots organizations’ voices and divergent thinking. But does the site include multiple perspectives? I didn’t find any.

	Is the information on the site objective? How do you know?


	Only gives one side = not objective

	Only gives one side = not objective—but the MLK Jr. page quotes directly from Dr. King’s speeches—reader can form own opinion based on quotes

	Does the site provide thorough coverage of the topic?


	Thorough coverage of one point of view

	Thorough coverage—but no pro and con on the MLK Jr. page

	Where do the links from this site lead you?


	Some links from this site lead to David Duke’s website, a known racist, former Grand Wizard in the KKK, and former presidential candidate
	Pacifica—Radio with Vision (another progressive media outlet)


Note: red highlights = questionable aspects; yellow highlights = positive aspects

Use reciprocal teaching components as prewriting for your synthesis paragraph.

http://www.martinlutherking.org
Predict—Did you think the author of this site would make his/her bias evident? Why?

I initially thought this site would make its bias clear. The home page has a portrait of Dr. King and a list of links that might, at first glance, look positive, including a Civil Rights Library. The .org domain could suggest to some readers that the site is sanctioned by Dr. King’s heirs.

Question—How did you know the author’s bias?

I noted that the site is hosted by Stormfront.org. I learned that Stormfront is a “community of White Nationalists.” Several links on the navigation menu link to the writings of David Duke. One of the links from the home page is “Jews & Civil Rights.” On this page, David Duke writes about Jews in ways that many would consider hateful and anti-Semitic.

Clarify—How did you go about confirming the author’s bias?

I conducted a web search and learned more about David Duke. I looked at his website (http://www.davidduke.com) as well as reading the article about him on Wikipedia. Duke believes in racial segregation and white separatism. He was once a Ku Klux Klan wizard.

Summarize—How did bias impact your understanding of the information presented?

A great deal of this site is directed toward youth. There is a “quiz,” a derogatory rap song, and flyers that disrespect Dr. King for kids to distribute at schools. The anti-King and hateful bias of this site is clear after the reader gets past the .org domain. I can easily dismiss the information on this site.

Synthesize—How did this author’s bias influence your opinion on the topic? Answer this question using your interaction with both websites.
http://www.democracynow.org/2009/1/19/dr_martin_luther_king_jr_1929

Predict—Did you think the author of this site would make his/her bias evident? Why?

I predict that these authors will make their bias clear. The banner says this: “Democracy Now! A daily TV/radio news program, hosted by Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez, airing on over 800 stations, pioneering the largest community media collaboration in the U.S.”

Question—How did you know the author’s bias?

On the About page, I learned this site does not accept advertisers, corporate underwriting, or government funding. Listeners, viewers, and foundations fund the organization, which is broadcast on the Pacifica Radio Network, National Public Radio, community and college radio stations, and on the Web. Goodman and Gonzalez report that funding by corporations and the federal government has corrupted other media outlets. They are an independent news source in order to be free to report the news as they see it.

Clarify—How did you go about confirming the author’s bias?

I conducted a web search and read more about Democracy Now! This organization focuses on underreported news and news that is not covered by the mainstream media. I also wanted to learn more about the Pacifica Radio Network. I read the About page on the Pacifica.org site (http://www.pacifica.org/about/). I read the mission statement that talked about promoting understanding and “accurate, objective, and comprehensive” news.

Summarize—How did bias impact your understanding of the information presented?

Through its affiliation with the Pacifica Foundation, this site has a progressive perspective. On the page I read about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Amy Goodman provides excerpts from Dr. King’s speeches that corroborate her argument that in addition to being a civil rights leader, he was a “fierce critic of U.S. foreign policy and the Vietnam War.” Goodman cites the dates and places where the speeches were given. Readers could conduct research to ensure that her quotes are accurate. Goodman also connects Dr. King’s vision of “the promised land” (1968) with the inauguration of our first African American president (2009).

Synthesize—How did this author’s bias influence your opinion on the topic? Answer this question using your interaction with both websites.
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