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	Use the criteria below to compare and evaluate a pair of websites.
	Evaluate Websites—because every author (every website) has a bias…

Teacher Sample
Topic: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

	URLs:
	http://factcheck.org
	


Essential questions: Is this author’s bias clear? How does bias shape this information?

Authority

	Who is the author of the web page/site?


	FactCheck.org staff:

http://factcheck.org/about/
	

	Can you get additional info about this author? What are his/her credentials?


	List of staff with bios—careers in journalism (particularly investigative reporting), credentials include degrees in journalism and political science, book authors
	

	Is there a contact e-mail address?


	Yes, Editor@FactCheck.org and postal address (http://factcheck.org/about/contact-us/); text box to submit question http://factcheck.org/ask-factcheck/ask-us-a-question/
	


Bias
	What organization is sponsoring this web page?


	Annenberg Public Policy Center
	

	Is there a link to the sponsoring organization?


	Yes, http://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org

	

	Is the purpose of this site to persuade, inform, or entertain? Explain and give an example.


	Inform—links to sources of information and documents

Persuade—links to ways to get involved (Facebook, Twitter, e-mail, phone, postal mail)
	


Citations (Is it/are they easy to find?)
	Does the site provide a Works Cited page?

	No general Works Cited—All articles linked to sources
	


	URLs:
	http://factcheck.org
	


Navigation
	Is it easy to find your way around this site? Do any links prevent you from returning to the home page?


	Easy to navigate—simple menu options—no barriers
	

	Are there dead links?


	No
	


Updates
	When was the site launched?


	Unsure—2003 earliest date mentioned on About page
	

	Has it been updated?


	Yes, 9/28/11, 2 days before access
	


Site and Page Content

	What is the site’s purpose?


	Check facts and support contentions with documentation
	

	Is the information on the site objective? How do you know?


	Objective—home page articles link to misrepresentations on both sides of the aisle
	

	Does the site provide thorough coverage of the topic?


	“monitor the factual accuracy of what is said by major U.S. political players in the form of TV ads, debates, speeches, interviews and news releases” (http://factcheck.org/about/)—awards listed on home page
	

	Where do the links from this site lead you?


	Links to Annenberg Public Policy Center, documents to back up claims, recommended Tweets that also fact check
	


Reciprocal Teaching Components
Predict—Did you think the author of this site would make his/her bias evident? Why?

Yes. These authors are attempting to hold others accountable. I believe they will be as transparent as possible about their own biases as a model for what they expect of political figures and the media in the area of news reporting, in particular.
Question—How did you know the author’s bias?

The site About page says it is “nonpartisan.” The home page, on the day I viewed it, had critical reviews of statements from both Republican and Democratic political figures. I also reviewed the “archives” and found reporting that was across the political spectrum.

Clarify—How did you go about confirming the author’s bias?

I read the About page and linked to and read about the Annenberg Foundation. I checked several links from the articles on the site. The staff authors on the site link to other sources of information to justify their criticisms of the “facts.” They also provide an e-mail contact, question text box, street address, and phone number so I could follow up in those ways if I have questions about the site content.

Summarize—How did bias impact your understanding of the information presented?

I am satisfied that I can link to the sources they cite and read this information for myself to confirm their critiques. It is important to me that this website is clear about its purpose and perspective. FactCheck.org puts it right up front on their homepage.

Synthesize—How did this author’s bias influence your opinion on the topic? Answer this question using your interaction with both websites.
Complete this section after analyzing additional websites for bias.
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