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“The Gettysburg Address” by President Abraham Lincoln

	Options
	Options Used
	Example(s)

	1.
Reread.


	X
	3rd paragraph—all

	2.
Read ahead.


	X
	3rd paragraph—1st sentence confusing

	3.
Stop to think.


	X
	3rd paragraph—“last full measure of their devotion”

	4.
Try to visualize.


	X
	2nd paragraph—What did the battlefield look like three months earlier?

	5.
Ask a new question.


	X
	“All men are created equal.” Is Lincoln referring to male slaves, or is he referring to all mankind, men, women, and children?

	6.
Make a prediction.


	
	

	7.
Study the illustrations or other text features.


	X
	“civil war” not capitalized—war in progress (not yet part of history)

	8.
Ask someone for help.


	
	

	9.
Figure out unknown words.


	X
	1st sentence—“score” (20 years)

	10.
Look at the sentence structure.


	X
	Final (long) sentence—chunk into smaller parts based on punctuation

	11.
Make an inference.


	X
	3rd paragraph—repeats “cannot”—way to reinforce sacrifice of soldiers who fought or died there

	12.
Connect to background knowledge.


	X
	1st sentence—“our fathers” means U.S. Founding Fathers—2nd paragraph—“final resting place” = cemetery

	13.
Read the author’s or illustrator’s note.


	X
	Note on History.org website—speech left many unimpressed (“little note, nor long remember”)

	14.
Write about the confusing parts.


	
	

	15.
Make an effort to think about the message.


	X
	Entire speech

	16.
Define/redefine the purpose for reading this text.


	X
	Remind self to use fix-up options—focus on theme (meaning)


Adapted from the work of Susan Zimmermann and Chryse Hutchins

One or two phrases that describe the theme of the speech: preserve the Union at all cost, equality of all “men”
Compose a two-paragraph summary that includes the theme of this speech and how you used fix-up options to support comprehension. Use evidence from the speech and your background knowledge to justify your interpretation. Also, refer to one or more fix-up options that helped you make sense of the speech. Tell how that fix-up option helped your comprehension. Use the checklist to guide your composition. Follow teacher instructions for submitting your draft and final summary.

Checklist for Two-Paragraph Summary: Theme of “The Gettysburg Address” and Fix-up Options Process

· I have selected one or two phrases that summarize the theme of this speech.

· I have included evidence from the speech by quoting specific words or phrases.

· I have indicated which fix-up option(s) helped me comprehend the meaning of the speech.

· I have justified my interpretation with evidence from the speech and have linked it to the process of using fix-up options.

· I have composed a title for the paragraph that reflects the theme of the speech.
· I have cited the speech.

Recommitment to Preserving a Unique and Righteous Country

President Abraham Lincoln delivered “The Gettysburg Address” on November 19, 1863. On that day, some people who listened to this short two-minute speech thought it was inadequate for the occasion. Ironically, history has proven this speech be one of the most enduring. President Lincoln’s words “government of the people, by the people, for the people” drove home his theme of the United States as a unique and righteous country that deserved to be preserved—even at the cost of so many lives.

I used my background knowledge about U.S. history to figure out what Lincoln meant by “our fathers.” I believe he meant the Founding Fathers of our country: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and others who signed the Declaration of Independence. Looking up the word “score” helped me figure out he was talking about 1776, eighty-seven years before the year of the speech. I also used my background knowledge (and the note on the web page) to understand that the speech was intended to dedicate the “final resting place” of the soldiers who died on the battlefield as a National Cemetery. When Lincoln uses the phrase “all men are created equal,” I wonder if he was only referring to white males, or was he implying that male slaves should be free? What about females, slaves and nonslaves—shouldn’t they be free as well? Fix-up options helped me make sense of this speech, but I still have at least one unanswered question about President Lincoln’s implication for the phrase about equality.

Work Cited

Lincoln, Abraham. “Great Speeches Collection: Abraham Lincoln—The Gettysburg Address.” The History Place. Web. 28 Aug. 2010. <http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/gettysburg.htm>.
From J. Moreillon, Coteaching Reading Comprehension Strategies in Secondary School Libraries (Chicago: American Library Association, 2012). Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution–Noncommercial–Share Alike 2.5 License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/.


