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	Title of Book: Goin’ Someplace Special

	Author/Illustrator: Patricia C. McKissack, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney

	During Reading, Record:
Evidence in the Text
	Your Background Knowledge or Research
	Inference

	Wordless double-page spread—wall and birds
	walls = barriers, birds = freedom
	This story will be about meeting and overcoming obstacles.

	Name: ’Tricia Ann—“Mama”—“May I?”—Cars and buses (1950s), Meat grinder, “yo’ head,” “b’long”
	1950s—perhaps Southern U.S. (“pocket book” = purse)—child extra polite to grandmother
	This story takes place in 1950s.

	Bus—“Colored Section”—signs
	Discrimination—What is a “Jim Crow” sign? (background knowledge or author’s note)
	African Americans suffer humiliation during this time period.

	“Peace Fountain”—bench for whites only—’Tricia Ann’s grandfather stonemason
	Tension—man who helped build the “Peace Fountain” had to sit on separate bench
	Society is unfair to African Americans during this time period.

	Restaurant sign—“Whites Only”—Other than doorman only whites—angry white faces
	Segregation kept African Americans and whites from mixing
	’Tricia is not welcome in the hotel.

	Blooming Mary comforts ’Tricia Ann.
	Sometimes a stranger can comfort us
	Elders offer young people wisdom.

	Buzzard’s roost—young boy not prejudiced
	His sister is teaching him to discriminate
	Prejudice is learned.

	Public library—doorway to freedom
	Represents knowledge and learning
	Through education, people can overcome prejudice.

	After Reading: Describe the setting, including geographic location, date or historical time period, and season of the year/time of day.

Geographic Location: City with buses, hotels, restaurants, parks, and a library, Nashville, Tennessee (author’s note)
Date or Historical Time Period: 1950s (cars!), Jim Crow laws in effect, clothing: hat, purse, socks and “Sunday” shoes to go downtown
Season of the Year/Time of Day: Spring (clothing, tree foliage)

	Evidence in the Text

African American people suffered all kinds of indignities in the Jim Crow South during the 1950s, but some people could rise above.
	Your Background Knowledge or Research

Even then, some (white) people understood that everyone deserves a chance to read, learn, and better themselves. (author’s note)

	Inference (related to the impact of the setting on the mood and tone):

The setting of this story makes the reader feel both angry about discrimination and hopeful about the “someplace special” that did not discriminate against African Americans during this time. The narrator’s voice remains hopeful because she knows that the library, “freedom,” is more important than what she could not have and do because of unjust Jim Crow laws. ’Tricia Ann will use knowledge to overcome discrimination and racism.
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