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	Name of Art Piece and Date Created: The Scream (Skrik)—1893, 1895, 1910

	Creator: Edvard Munch

	Creator’s Country of Origin: Norway

	Evidence in the Piece
	Your Background Knowledge/Research
	Inference

	Screaming figure in the foreground
	scream = fear

“skrik” (in Norwegian) = shriek

Painting also called “The Cry”

Inspired by a mummy?
	Painting symbolizes suffering—could be associated with death

	White skin, no hair, hands over ears, eyes wide, mouth open
	expressions of terror

agony (synonyms for pain, anguish, suffering)

distortion of environment/self—physical pain
	Face takes on character of a mask

	Fiery, red sky
	red = anger

blood red

E.M. saw an erupting volcano in 1883
	Red = danger

	Two figures
	barely entering the frame—could be threatening figure in foreground
	Figure feels distance between self and others

	Crossing over a bridge
	bridge = connection or change—from one location/state of mind to another
	Bridge—symbolizes change

	Lake in background
	lake = calm/still/peaceful water = life force
	Life force continues even if figure is terrified

	Record citations and additional notes from your research on the reverse side of this graphic organizer.

	After researching a popular culture icon, compose a piece of writing stating your inferences as to why this icon has influenced or entered into popular culture. Your paragraphs must include evidence in the icon, your background knowledge, your research, and examples of the reoccurrence of this icon in U.S. popular culture.


Uses in popular culture:

1. Book cover for book The Primal Scream, by Arthur Janov (psychotherapist)

2. Series of silk prints by Andy Warhol

3. Artist Erró’s acrylic paintings

4. Advertising—M&M dark chocolate candies

5. Cartoons (including The Simpsons)

6. Film series—Scream, by Wes Craven—murderer Ghostface wears Scream-like Halloween mask

7. TV

8. Political cartoons
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Sample

An Icon for Human Suffering

Norwegian Edvard Munch first painted Skrik (The Scream) in 1893. In Norwegian, the title of the work can be translated as “The Shriek.” It has also been called “The Cry.” In the foreground of this work, the artist shows a nearly formless and bald human figure with a white face and hands, eyes wide, and mouth open in a scream. Although there are two other figures and a lake with boats in the distance, the foreground figure and the fiery red sky dominate the mood in this painting.

The mask-like face of the figure has been represented in popular culture. Other artists such as Andy Warhol and Erró have appropriated this image in their own work. Psychotherapist Arthur Janov used The Scream on the cover of his book The Primal Scream. Munch’s mask has been used in advertising, cartoons, and film. In Wes Craven’s movie Scream, the murderer wears a Halloween mask inspired by this painting.

The painting The Scream is memorable and has infiltrated popular culture because it represents the fear and suffering of humans. Munch located this iconic image in the outdoors. The angry red sky does not suggest a peaceful scene. Instead, it creates a violent, threatening backdrop for the ghost-like face of the foreground figure. Munch captured humans’ uncertainty about our existence and our relationship to other aspects of life. For this reason, The Scream appears to have a reoccurring and perhaps permanent place among the symbols in human culture.
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