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“Found poems” are poems that are created from words or lines found on street signs, newspaper articles, websites, lists, advertisements, phone books, novels, or any genre of writing, including anything from textbooks to engaging lines from published poems.
For this assignment, you will use lines found in poems written and published by poets who have entire books or poems that are included in print poetry collections or online. These lines will focus on sensory images. Skim and scan for keywords related to the senses. You will read widely and use sticky notes with your name and period on them to mark lines in poems to which you want to return. If you are reading poems online, start a word processing document to record lines and URLs.
You will collect many more lines than you will actually use in your found poem. As you review the lines you have collected, look for patterns and themes. Compose a found poem that is organized around a topic or a theme. Hone in on just one of the five senses. Compose an eight-line free verse poem. After you have composed your poem, you will also find a quotation to introduce your poem.

As you decide on specific lines of poetry that you will use in your final poem and a quotation, you will record the source of the work you’ve selected in order to use parenthetical citations and create a Works Cited page. Since this assignment uses other people’s work, it is essential that you cite your sources. In addition to creating a poem with strong sensory images, you are practicing the ethical use of information. You will also present your poem creatively.
Use the rubric to guide your work. Here are the criteria for this found poem:

1. Your found poem must have at least eight lines.
2. You must use consecutive lines from at least four different poems by four different poets.
3. No more than two lines can come from any one poem, regardless of the length of your poem.
4. Only one poem can come from any one book or from the work of any one poet (for the required eight lines).
5. Your poem should be introduced by a quote, obtained online or from one of the print quotation books. This quote will act as an introduction and will reflect the theme or topic of your poem. (In this case, the quote must also convey the sense on which you are focusing this work.)
6. You will use parenthetical citations for the lines of poetry you find. Keep track of page numbers.
7. Create a title that suggests your poem’s topic or theme. This is something you create; it is not found.
8. Each source must be cited on the Works Cited page, including images and sounds from your presentation.
9. Keyboard your final poem and print out your Works Cited page.
10. Present this work creatively. Use the rubric for guidelines.
Sample Poem

Night Music
“Nor rural sights alone, but rural sounds,
Exhilarate the spirit, and restore
The tone of languid nature.”
—William Cowper
When it comes, the Landscape listens,
Shadows hold their breath (Dickinson);
As all the little creatures hum and sing
In the thick grass around the grounds (Harjo 35)

I walked outside;

the grass hissed at my heels (Dove 51).

We have fallen into the place

where everything is music (Rumi 34).

Let us roam the night together

Singing (Hughes 61).
—Judi Moreillon
Note: The words in bold in the sample poem are keywords related to the sense of hearing. They are used in the word cloud illustration on the 4.2 Teacher Resource—Sample Found Poem and Works Cited.
Parenthetical Citation (documentation)
At the end of every two lines of found poetry, keyboard in parentheses ( ) the last name of the poet and the page number on which you found the poem. For example, in the lines above from Rita Dove’s poem, which appeared on page 51, the parenthetical citation looks like this: (Dove 51). Include the poet’s name only for poems found online.
Note: Put the punctuation that ends the two lines of poetry on the far right side of the citation. If the two lines of poetry you found do not have end punctuation, do not add any.
Create a Works Cited list for the selected lines of poetry, the quotation, and any media you use for your creative presentation. Follow these examples.

An Online Poem or Quotation

Dickinson, Emily. “Part Two: Nature. LXXXII.” Complete Poems. Boston: Little, Brown, 1924. Bartleby.com. 25 Jan. 2010. <http://www.bartleby.com/126/41.html>.

Cowper, William. The Task. Book I. The Sofa. Line 181. In John Bartlett, comp., Familiar Quotations, 10th ed., rev. and enl. by Nathan Haskell Dole. Boston: Little, Brown, 1919. Bartleby.com. 25 Jan. 2010. <http://www.bartleby.com/100/278.47.html>.
Print Sources: Original Poems
Written for this particular print anthology with multiple poets or authors

Harjo, Joy. “Naming, or, There Is No Such Thing as an Indian.” Heart to Heart: New Poems Inspired by Twentieth-Century American Art. Ed. Jan Greenberg. New York: Abrams, 2001. 35. Print.
Published in print collection of works by a single author
Dove, Rita. “Nexus.” Selected Poems. New York: Random House, 1993. 51. Print.

Rumi. “Where Everything Is Music.” Trans. Coleman Barks. The Essential Rumi. San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1995. 34. Print.

Print Sources: Poems Previously Published in Other Texts

From a print collection by a single author, reprinted in a collection with works by that single author

Hughes, Langston. “Harlem Night Song.” Weary Blues. New York: Knopf, 1926. N. pag. Rpt. in Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Volume I: The Poems, 1921–1940. Ed. Arnold Rampersad. Columbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 2001. 42–43. Print.

From a print collection by a single author, reprinted in a print anthology of multiple authors
See the example at NoodleTools: http://www.noodletools.com/helpdesk/index.php?article=64&action=kb
Note: Look at the beginning of the anthology to determine if the poem is original or reprinted. If it is reprinted, permission to include will be noted on the back of the title page. For more information, see the explanation at NoodleTools.com: http://www.noodletools.com/helpdesk/index.php?article=64&action=kb.
If using Easybib.com, use Most Popular and Chapter/Anthology, then Chapter. Be sure to fill in all the fields, including both authors and editors if appropriate.

From J. Moreillon, Coteaching Reading Comprehension Strategies in Secondary School Libraries (Chicago: American Library Association, 2012). Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution–Noncommercial–Share Alike 2.5 License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/.


