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Title of Essay/Author: “Harlem: The Culture Capital 1925,” by James Weldon Johnson
Chunk of the Essay (Paragraph #s): All
There are thirteen paragraphs in this excerpt. The numbers correspond with the paragraphs.

	Options
	Options Used
	Example(s)

	1.
Reread.


	X
	#1—entire paragraph

	2.
Read ahead.


	X
	#8—“gang labor”?—employed as “individuals”

(explained in #10—“individual expansion…”)

	3.
Stop to think.


	X
	#1—map of U.S., Caribbean, Africa

	4.
Try to visualize.


	X
	#1—all types of people who came

#9—unique characteristics

	5.
Ask a new question.


	X
	#7—Can African Americans still afford to live in Harlem? Circle this.

#11—What happened in the 1919 race riots in Chicago? Circle this.

	6.
Make a prediction.


	X
	#5—“work looked for them”—money = stability and hope

	7.
Study the illustrations or other text features.


	X
	#1—well-dressed people on streets

#11—African American police officers

	8.
Ask someone for help.


	X
	#3—map of Manhattan/NYC streets

	9.
Figure out unknown words.


	X
	#1—Harlem = Mecca (a place that attracts many visitors—also holy Muslim city)

	10.
Look at the sentence structure.


	X
	#1—“last has come most swiftly”—refers to Negro migration to Harlem

	11.
Make an inference.


	X
	#1—capitalizes “M” in “Mecca”—spiritual overtones

	12.
Connect to background knowledge.


	X
	#1—“Negro” and “coloreds”—terms used for African Americans

#4—labor shortage—need migrants or immigrants

	13.
Read the author’s or illustrator’s note.


	
	

	14.
Write about the confusing parts.


	X
	#11—Did the author effectively explain why race relations are “cordial” and “a matter of fact” in Harlem? People speak English, Harlem within Manhattan, and individual work. I think he’s saying because races mix as a matter of course in their daily lives, racial differences do not lead to tension.

	15.
Make an effort to think about the message.


	X
	#10—“within six months become ‘New Yorkers’”

	16.
Define/redefine the purpose for reading this text.


	X
	#12—tone and meaning = message


Adapted from the work of Susan Zimmermann and Chryse Hutchins

1. Write one or two words or phrases that describe the tone (author’s feeling) of this essay:

Pride in culture and community
Excitement for promise and possibilities of Harlem
2. Summarize the essay in one paragraph of five or six sentences. Use quotes as evidence from the text to support the meaning you ascribe to this piece.

In this essay, James Weldon Johnson communicates a strong sense of pride in the unique place called Harlem. He calls it the “greatest Negro city in the world.” (Rather than “African American,” Johnson uses the terms “Negro” or “colored” that were commonly used at the time he wrote this essay.) He notes that Harlem developed quickly and calls it a “great Mecca” for African Americans, a place where people want to visit, live, and work. In the first two paragraphs of this essay, Johnson seems to indicate that color was the only difference between Harlem and the rest of New York City. Later, however, he describes the unique aspects of Harlem that brought hope to African American people in the 1920s: economic security from individual work, rather than gang work; and a neighborhood that was central, rather than on the fringe of the city. He accurately predicted Harlem’s importance and influence as the “intellectual, the cultural, and the financial center” for African Americans.

3. State the fix-up option that helped you most in reading the passage you were assigned and tell how it helped you comprehend the essay.

I think writing about the confusing parts helped me the most. Johnson gave three reasons for Harlem’s being free of racial tensions: the people spoke English, Harlem’s location within Manhattan, and individual labor, rather than large groups of people working in one industry or for one company. I think he’s saying because African Americans and white Americans spoke the same language and mixed as a matter of course in their daily and work lives, racial differences did not lead to tension in Harlem. This helped me get the big picture of why Johnson thought Harlem was fertile ground for developing a unique and influential culture that would later be called the “Harlem Renaissance.”

4. Develop an analogy for using fix-up options to comprehend text.

Using fix-up options is to comprehending difficult text as using a sharp knife is to shucking an oyster. Both require that you carefully use tools to get to what’s important, to get to the meaning.
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