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	Use the advanced search feature and the criteria below 
to compare hits from 
two different search engines.
	Evaluate Search Engine Hits for Currency and Relevance
Question: Do raisins promote tooth decay?
Keywords and Boolean Operator(s): raisins and exact phrase “tooth decay” and site:edu
Date of Search: 23 July 2010

	Search Engine (# of Hits)
	Google.com (256)
	Yahoo.com (832)


Essential questions: Does this author have appropriate credentials (authority)? Can I verify this information with another reliable source (accuracy)?
1–5 of the First 10 Hits—(Answer to the Question) NG (Date not given in description or in article)
	Author’s Name (Yes/No)
	URL Root: Date (or in article)
	URL Root: Date (or in article)
	Author’s Name (Yes/No)

	1. Robyn Earhart (No)
	web.stcloudstate.edu—12/4/08
	www.rsd.edu—NG
	1. Sodexa (No)

	2. OR Health & Sci. U. (Yes)
	www.ohsu.edu—NG
	www.utsouthwestern.edu—NG
	2. U. TX SW Med. Ctr. (Yes)

	3. U. of MD (Yes)
	www.umm.edu—5/14/03
	www.ohsu.edu—NG
	3. OR Health & Sci. U. (Yes)

	4. Dr. Mathu-Muju (Yes)
	Ukhealthcare.uky.edu—3/10/09
	www.umm.edu—5/14/03
	4. U. of MD (Yes)

	5. U. of TX Health & Sci. (No)
	www.uthscsa.edu—1/4/02
	tuftsjournal.tufts.edu—NG
	5. Tufts U. (Yes)


Author’s Authority—OP (on page)—LFP (linked from page)—OH (on home page)—LFH (linked from home page)—N/A (not available)
	Credentials/Contact Info
	URL Root
	URL Root
	Credentials/Contact Info

	1. Unknown (N/A)
	web.stcloudstate.edu
	www.rsd.edu
	1. U.S. Gov. sponsored (LFH)

	2. Unknown (LFP)
	www.ohsu.edu
	www.utsouthwestern.edu
	2. Unknown (OP)

	3. Unknown (OP)
	www.umm.edu
	www.ohsu.edu
	3. Unknown (LFP)

	4. Pediatric dentist (OP)
	Ukhealthcare.uky.edu
	www.umm.edu
	4. Unknown (OP)

	5. Off. of Pub. Affairs (OH)
	www.uthscsa.edu
	tuftsjournal.tufts.edu
	5. Unknown (LFP)


Accuracy
	Works Cited
	URL Root
	URL Root
	Works Cited

	1. Yes
	web.stcloudstate.edu
	www.rsd.edu
	1. No

	2. No
	www.ohsu.edu
	www.utsouthwestern.edu
	2. No

	3. No
	www.umm.edu
	www.ohsu.edu
	3. No

	4. No
	Ukhealthcare.uky.edu
	www.umm.edu
	4. No

	5. No
	www.uthscsa.edu
	tuftsjournal.tufts.edu
	5. No

	All Answers
	All Answers


Did you find a definitive answer to your question? 7 yes, 3 no What do most of these web-based articles lack? Author and Works Cited
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