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	Use the criteria below to compare and evaluate a pair of websites.
	Evaluate Websites—because every author (every website) has a bias…

Student’s Name/Period:

Topic: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

	URLs:
	http://www.martinlutherking.org
	http://www.democracynow.org/2009/1/19/dr_martin_luther_king_jr_1929


Essential questions: Is this author’s bias clear? How does bias shape this information?

Authority

	Who is the author of the web page/site?

	
	

	Can you get additional info about this author? What are his/her credentials?

	
	

	Is there a contact e-mail address?


	
	


Bias
	What organization is sponsoring this web page?


	
	

	Is there a link to the sponsoring organization?

	
	

	Is the purpose of this site to persuade, inform, or entertain? Explain and give an example.


	
	


Citations (Is it/are they easy to find?)
	Does the site provide a Works Cited page?

	
	


	URLs:
	http://www.martinlutherking.org
	http://www.democracynow.org/2009/1/19/dr_martin_luther_king_jr_1929


Navigation
	Is it easy to find your way around this site? Do any links prevent you from returning to the home page?


	
	

	Are there dead links?


	
	


Updates
	When was the site launched?


	
	

	Has it been updated?


	
	


Site and Page Content

	What is the site’s purpose?


	
	

	Is the information on the site objective? How do you know?


	
	

	Does the site provide thorough coverage of the topic?


	
	

	Where do the links from this site lead you?


	
	


Use reciprocal teaching components as prewriting for your synthesis paragraph.

http://www.martinlutherking.org
Predict—Did you think the author of this site would make his/her bias evident? Why?

Question—How did you know the author’s bias?

Clarify—How did you go about confirming the author’s bias?

Summarize—How did bias impact your understanding of the information presented?

Synthesize—How did this author’s bias influence your opinion on the topic? Answer this question using your interaction with both websites.
http://www.democracynow.org/2009/1/19/dr_martin_luther_king_jr_1929
Predict—Did you think the author of this site would make his/her bias evident? Why?

Question—How did you know the author’s bias?

Clarify—How did you go about confirming the author’s bias?

Summarize—How did bias impact your understanding of the information presented?

Synthesize—How did this author’s bias influence your opinion on the topic? Answer this question using your interaction with both websites.
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