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Emily Dickinson, The Complete Poems (1924): “Part Four: Time and Eternity XXVII”
	Options
	Options Used
	Example(s)

	1.
Reread.


	X
	At beginning

	2.
Read ahead.


	X
	Stanza #2

	3.
Stop to think.


	X
	Stanza #3—reviewing life

	4.
Try to visualize.


	X
	Stanza #1—Death/carriage

	5.
Ask a new question.


	X
	Stanza #5—house—swelling of ground, roof barely visible?

	6.
Make a prediction.


	X
	Stanza #2—got in carriage because Death was “civil”—narrator will regret decision…

	7.
Study the illustrations or other text features.


	X
	Capital letters—“D” and “I” = personifications

	8.
Ask someone for help.


	
	

	9.
Figure out unknown words.


	X
	Used dictionary: gossamer (thin), tippet (shawl), tulle (net-like fabric), cornice (part of roof)

	10.
Look at the sentence structure.


	
	

	11.
Make an inference.


	X
	Stanza #3—seasons = life cycle; Stanza #5—house = grave

	12.
Connect to background knowledge.


	X
	Capital letters
Civility = good manners, formal attire (helped visualization)

	13.
Read the author’s or illustrator’s note.


	None
	

	14.
Write about the confusing parts.


	
	

	15.
Make an effort to think about the message.


	X
	Entire poem

	16.
Define/redefine the purpose for reading this text.


	X
	Remind self to use fix-up options—focus on tone (feeling of poem)


Adapted from the work of Susan Zimmermann and Chryse Hutchins

One or two words that describe the tone (feeling) of the poem: nostalgia, resignation
Compose a two-paragraph summary that includes the tone of this poem and how you used fix-up options to support comprehension. Use evidence from the poem to justify your interpretation. Also, refer to one or more fix-up options that helped you make sense of the poem. Tell how that fix-up option helped your comprehension. Use the checklist to guide your composition. Follow teacher instructions for submitting your draft and final summary.

Checklist for Two-Paragraph Summary: Tone of Dickinson’s Poem and Fix-up Options Process

· I have selected one or two words that summarize the tone, or feeling, of this poem.

· I have included evidence from the poem by quoting specific words or phrases.

· I have indicated which fix-up option(s) helped me comprehend the meaning of the poem.

· I have justified my interpretation with evidence from the poem and have linked it to the process of using fix-up options.
· I have composed a title for the paragraph that reflects the tone of the poem.
· I have cited the poem.

A Nostalgic Narrator Is Resigned to Her Fate

In Emily Dickinson’s poem “Part Four: Time and Eternity XXVII,” the narrator is resigned to her fate when she boards a carriage for an unannounced ride. She doesn’t put up a fight or give an argument. Although she is wearing only a thin (“gossamer”) gown and flimsy shawl (“tippet only tulle”), she seems to go willingly with her host—Death and traveling companion Immortality. Along the way, she reflects nostalgically on the passage of time, thinking first of childhood (school “recess”), midlife (“fields of gazing grain” at harvest time), and old age (“setting sun”). The seasons of her life end when she reaches her destination, the cemetery. The longest day of her life was this day when she rode with Death and Immortality to her grave.

Looking up unknown words helped me understand that the narrator was not prepared to take the ride. I used my background knowledge; a proper lady would not take a carriage ride dressed in a flimsy shawl and thin gown. I also used my background knowledge about metaphors that connect time with the seasons and that a grave is a “swelling of the ground.” Learning the unknown words and connecting my prior knowledge helped me make the inference that she was unprepared for Death and was nostalgic or melancholy as she rode to the cemetery.
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