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	Musical Selection
	Notes on the Tone of the Piece (Building Background Knowledge through Listening and Brief Research)

	Berlioz’s “Marche au supplice”

	Dramatic, pomp, lively, royal, means “March to the Gallows”

	Cherubini’s “Marche funèbre”

	Spooky, light (in parts), means “Funeral March”

	Chopin’s Sonata #2 in B-flat Minor, Op. 35, Funeral March

	Somber, slow, reluctant, has a nostalgic section


Inference: Evidence in the Poem (Part Four: “Time and Eternity XXVII”) + Background Knowledge = Inference

	Evidence in the Poem
	Background Knowledge
	Inference

	“His civility”


	Politeness—cooperation
	Narrator going willingly

	Verse #3


	School—Childhood

Grain—Midlife

Sun—Old age
	Life passing before eyes in review

	Verse #4


	Would not go out in those clothes

Long day
	Unprepared

Regret

	“House”


	Ground/mound
	Grave


Which piece of music best captures the tone of Dickinson’s poem and why? Justify your response by including evidence from Dickinson’s poem, your background knowledge, and inferences you made while reading the poem, listening to the music, and conducting research. Continue on the back of this sheet.

In Emily Dickinson’s poem “Death,” the narrator passes through several stages of emotion: resignation, nostalgia, and finally regret. When Death comes for her in his carriage, she does not resist; she responds to his kindness and “civility” by acquiescing to his invitation. As she travels with Death and Immortality, she sees her life cycle through the carriage window and feels nostalgic (inference). When finally she realizes he’s taking her to a “house” that is a “swelling of the ground,” her grave, she regrets her endless journey toward eternity (inference). Chopin’s Sonata #2 in B-flat Minor, Op. 35, has a variety of feeling tones as well. It is slow and somber at the beginning, which connects with the tone at the beginning of the poem: “He knew no haste.” There is a passage in the sonata that is nostalgic and correlates well with the third verse of the poem. Both the sonata and the poem end with the heavy beats of a reluctant farewell, with a tone of regret.
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