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Text-to-Self Cultural Connections

Text Title and Author: “The Great Deed of Li Ji,” retold by Judi Moreillon

After reading, compose paragraphs about your cultural similarities and differences with the main character and how those text-to-self connections helped you understand her/his experiences.
	Most significant cultural similarity with the main character:

The main character, Li Ji, felt it was her responsibility to take care of her parents. I feel this, too. This could be for religious reasons—for both of us. It seems that the ancient Chinese culture depicted in this story did not value elderly poor people. If Li Ji didn’t do something, there would be no one to care for her parents in their old age when all the daughters went to live with their husbands. The siblings in my family are spread across the country. None of us live in the same city with our parents. At least one of us will have to make sacrifices to help our parents in their old age.


	Most significant cultural difference with the main character:

Li Ji sells herself to the officials and gives herself to be sacrificed. Ancient Chinese culture did not value females, particularly young ones who were poor. I hope that is a cultural difference. In the U.S. today, we do not “sacrifice” young women in order to protect our society from evil (the serpent in this story). Although there is not complete equality in our society, girls and women have more opportunities and respect today than Li Ji had in her time and place.




How did making these text-to-self connections help you understand the character’s experiences and the deeper meaning of this text?

	Li Ji was poor and female, and she went against the norms of the day. Her sense of deep responsibility to her parents made her disobey them. The officials did not expect her to return alive. Li Ji surprised everyone. She was brave and smart. With a sharp sword, a snake-hunting dog, and riceballs dipped in malt sugar, she prepared herself to meet the serpent. (I think the serpent in this story presents a metaphor for overcoming the barriers that stop people from reaching their goals.) She accomplished what the more powerful men of her time could not do. That made Li Ji an honored hero. Knowing that she felt responsible for her parents helped me relate to her situation. Knowing that she went against tradition and everyone’s expectations helped me understand how great her deed was.
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