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Cartoon URL/Cartoonist: “Asterisk” by David Fitzsimmons
	Before Reading
	

	Who?
	Who is cartoonist Fitzsimmons and what is his political perspective? (***Conduct research.)
Who are the two soldiers? (*George Washington was tall, white-haired, and one of the Founding Fathers.)

	What?
	What does the asterisk represent? (**The asterisk represents the unwritten fine print at the end of the Constitution that says “Special Interests” have more power than voters.)

	Where?
	In what newspaper did this cartoon appear? What is the political perspective of that newspaper? (***Conduct research.)

	When?
	When was the cartoon published? (***Conduct research.)

	Why?
	Why is there a man from another time period in this cartoon, and how did he get in the same frame with these figures from history? (*This is the cartoonist’s way of making a connection between history and the present.)

	How?
	How do I know these are soldiers and a businessman? (*The uniforms and gun suggest these are soldiers; the suit and briefcase suggest a businessman.)


*Answered “on the line” (in the text in one passage or by connecting information from various parts of the text)
**Answered “between the lines” (by connecting information with own background knowledge)
***Unanswered questions (may require evaluation or further research)
	During Reading
	

	Who?
	Did common soldiers fully understand what the leaders of the American Revolution were trying to accomplish with the new government? (***Conduct research.)

	What?
	Does the cartoonist want to remind citizens of their responsibility to vote? (*Yes, because Washington is pointing to the other solider, but at the end, it is clear that voting doesn’t matter as much as money does.)

	Where?
	

	When?
	When are these two soldiers talking? When was the U.S. Constitution adopted? (***Conduct research.)
When did the “$pecial Interests” become so powerful in our political process? (***Conduct research.)

	Why?
	Why are the words “$pecial Interests” written with a dollar sign for the “s”? (*They have more money than most people!)
Is the cartoonist saying that the special interest groups with money actually elect the government? (*Yes, in the final panel it is implied.)

	How?
	Can the bug-eyed shorter soldier read the document, or do his bug eyes mean he is surprised? (***Unanswered question. This is a question only the cartoonist can answer as far as his intention.)


*Answered “on the line” (in the text in one passage or by connecting information from various parts of the text)
**Answered “between the lines” (by connecting information with own background knowledge)
***Unanswered questions (may require evaluation or further research)
	After Reading
	

	Who?
	Are all special interests bad, or are there special interests that are “good”? (**The cartoonist seems to be implying that they are all bad.) (***Conduct research.)

	What?
	Do people think about whether or not they value their rights as protected by the U.S. Constitution, or do they take them for granted? (***Conduct research.)

	Where?
	

	When?
	

	Why?
	Is the cartoonist saying that the way special interests do business has undermined the original intent of the U.S. Constitution? (**Washington’s expression shows his disappointment.)

	How?
	How can we find out more about the role of special interests in the political process? (***Conduct research.)


*Answered “on the line” (in the text in one passage or by connecting information from various parts of the text)
**Answered “between the lines” (by connecting information with own background knowledge)
***Unanswered questions (may require evaluation or further research)
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